FREE Take One! 


Amoeba Music's discerning & knowledgeable experts 
(AKA, our staff) have put their collective heads and ears together to 
bring you a biased & completely un-objective collection of... 


OUR FAVORITE NEW 
MUSIC & MOVIES! 





The work is ongoing... 


Amoeba is proud to work with 
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state’s unique musical cultures. 


“The Tipitina’s Foundation is bringing back music 
in New Orleans” — Willie Nelson 


“The Tipitina’s Foundation is making sure New Orleans’ heart and 
soul, its music, continues to flourish.” — Bruce Springsteen 
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Amoeba Music's discerning & knowledgeable experts 
(AKA, our staff) have put their collective heads and ears together 
to bring you a biased & completely un-objective collection of ... 


OUR FAVORITE NEW MUSIC & MOVIES! 


WELCOME TO AMOEBA MUSIC 


The BIGGEST independent music store in the country! 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie 
expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the 
most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural explorations, from the 
people who check your bag to the folks who buy your used goods 
at the front counter! 


All Amoebites were asked to list their top five favorite releases 
from the past six months and beyond! We then had a team of 
experts decipher their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and 
compile the lists into this little book! 


WE HOPE YOU FIND THE RESULTS 
INTERESTING AND USEFUL! 


UY 


by 





ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
WAYNE SHELLABARGER 


SOME HELPFUL HINTS: 


Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used 
means you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print 
and rare items that are ONLY available used! 


The NEW items are designated with a white price tag. The USED 
items have yellow, green or red price tags. The “red tags“ indicate 
clearance items. CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, 
get the fourth of least value for FREE! 


All the sections have clearance areas at the end of their respective 
used sections. Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra 
bargains which may not be represented in the above corresponding 
bin. There are tons of nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so 
be sure to look all around! 


HAPPY HUNTING! 


2 MUSICWELIKE »% Spring/Summer 2011 








: : a LY i 
© NN aa Va 


LOVES FREE LIVE MUSIC! 


All three Amoeba stores host free, all-ages live shows and events 
throughout the year to showcase our favorite 
local and worldwide talent. 


A sampling of recent live in-stores at Amoeba: 


Michael Franti Baths Shonen Knife 
lyrics Born Drive By Truckers Little Dragon 
Mountain Man The Bad Plus 
Luisa Maita 
Bilal Iron & Wine 
Bill Frisell Twilight Singers Guillermo Del Toro 
Celso Pina Die Antwoord Obert 


Visit Amoeba.com for in-store performance videos from all three stores, artist 
interviews, behind the scenes footage and sneak peeks into what they find at 
the store in our What's In My Bag features! 


AMOEBA.COM 


Amoeba.com is your source for the latest in-store information for upcoming 
shows, in-store photos, free downloads, contests, our “Amoeblogs” about film 
and music and much, much, more! 


Ways to stay in touch: Sign up for the Amoeba newsletter at Amoeba.com, 
get updates via our mobile list by texting keyword AMOEBA to 67463, and 
become our friend on Facebook, Twitter and MySpace! 


Each Amoeba Music has its own personality and unique selection! Visit all three: 


Berkeley San Francisco Hollywood 
2455 Telegraph Ave. 1855 Haight St. 6400 Sunset Blvd. 
(510) 549-1125 (415) 831-1200 (323) 245-6400 
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A SAMPLING OF OUR 
FAVORITES BY GENRE 





CDs & LPs 


Beady Eye - Different Gear 
Still Speeding (DANGERBIRD) 





The Strokes — Angles (Rc) 
OFF! —- First Four EPs vvice) 


The Decemberists - The King 
Is Dead (capitol) 


Tame Impala — Innerspeaker 
(MODULAR) 


The Pains of Being Pure at 
Heart — Belong (sLUMBERLAND) 


Smith Westerns - Dye It 
Blonde (Fat Possum) 


Tamaryn — Waves (MEXICAN SUMMER) 
Destroyer — Kaputt (MERGE) 


P.J. Harvey —- Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT) 


Zola Jesus — Stridulum (sacreD 
BONES) 


La Sera — La Sera (HARDLY ART) 


Puro Instinct - Headbangers 
in Ecstacy (MEXICAN SUMMER) 


Bright Eyes — The People’s Key 
(SADDLE CREEK) 


Alela Diane — Alela Diane and 
the Wild Divine (matavor) 


Kurt Vile - Smoke Rings For My 
Halo (MATADOR) 


4 MUSIC WELIKE %& Spring/Summer 2011 


Twilight Singers - Dynamite 
Steps (sus Pop) 
Adele — 21 (cotumsia) 


Warpaint - Exquisite Corpse 
(ROUGH TRADE) 


Gang of Four — Content (veP Roc) 


Mogwai - Hardcore Will Never 
Die, But You Will (sus pop) 


Kanye West - My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy (ROC-A-FELLA) 


Cee-Lo Green - The Lady 
Killer (ELEKTRA) 


Aloe Blacc — Good Things (stones 
THROW) 


Curren$y — Pilot Talk II (DEF jam) 


Ghostface Killah — Apollo Kids 
(ISLAND/DEF JAM) 


Eligh — Grey Crow (LEGENDARY MUSIC) 


Rick Ro$$ - Teflon Don (sLAND 
DEF JAM) 


Celph Titled & Buckwild - 
Nineteen Ninety Now (NO SLEEP) 


Damu The Fudgemunk — 
Supply For Demand (REDEFINITION) 


SOUL 


Jennifer Hudson - ! Remember 
Me aristA) 


Marsha Ambrosius — Late 
Night & Early Mornings 
(J RECORDS) 


Tammi Terrell — Come On & 
See Me: The Complete Solo Col- 
lection (HIP-O SELECT) 


Keyshia Cole - Calling All 
Hearts (GEFFEN) 


The Sisters Love — With Love 
(P&C RECORDS/REEL MUSIC) 





Charles Bradley — No Time for 
Dreaming (DAPTONE) 


Chrisette Michele — Let Free- 
dom Reign (DEF JAM) 


Kandi — Kandi Koated (asy_um) 


ELECTRONIC 
Teebs — Ardour (BRAINFEEDER) 
Shackleton — Fabric 55 (Fasric) 


Lone — Emerald Fantasy Tracks 
(MAGIC WIRE RECORDINGS) 


Solar Bears — She Was Coloured 
In (PLANET MU) 


Shawn Lee’s Ping Pong 
Orchestra — World of Funk 
(UBIQUITY) 


Cut Copy — Zonoscope (mop 
RECORDS) 


Balam Acab - See Birds (ForcED 
EXPOSURE) 


Hercules & Love Affair — 
Blue Songs (MOSHI MOSHI) 


Deaf Center -— Ow! Splinters 
(TYPE) 


Nicolas Jaar — Space Is Only 
Noise (FORCED EXPOSURE) 


JAZZ 


Bill Frisell - Beautiful 
Dreamers (savoy) 


Vijay lyer/Prasanna/Nitin 
Mitta — Tirtha (act) 
Jacques Coursil - Trails Of 
Tears (SUNNYSIDE) 


John Carter & Bobby Bradford 
- Mosaic Select (mosaic) 


Joe Morris — Camera (sp) 


John Surman - Flashpoint: 
NDR Jazz Workshop - April, ’69 
(CUNEIFORM) 


Sameer Gupta — Namaskar 
(MOTEMA) 


Dan Tepfer Trio — Five Pedals 
Deep (SUNNYSIDE) 


Mary Halvorson Quintet - Sat- 
urn Sings (FIREHOUSE 12) 


Rudresh Mahanthappa/Bunky 
Green - Apex (1) 

Roscoe Mitchell & The Note 
Factory — Far Side (Ecm) 


Marc Ribot — Silent Movies (1) 


COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 


Justin Townes Earle — Harlem 
River Blues (BLOODSHOT) 


The Secret Sisters — The Secret 
Sisters (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 


Red Meat - Live at the World’s 
Smallest Honky Tonk (RANCHERO) 


Dale Watson - Carryin’ On 
(ONE) 


The Punch Brothers — 
Antifogmatic (NONESUCH) 


The Peter Rowan Bluegrass 
Band — Legacy (compass) 


Ryan Bingham & the Dead 
Horses — Junky Star (Lost HiGHWay) 


Buddy Miller - The Majestic 
Silver Strings (NEW WEST) 
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FOLK 


Eliza Gilkyson/John Gorka/ 
Lucy Kaplansky — Red Horse 
(RED HOUSE) 

The Wailin’ Jennys - Bright 

Morning Stars (RED HOUSE) 


The Unthanks -— Last (RABB.er- 
OUSER) 


Roger & Wendy - Love, Rog & 
Wem (LION PROD.) 


Leonard Cohen - Songs From 
The Road (COLOMBIA/LEGACY) 


Baby, How Can It Be? Songs Of 
Love, Lust & Contempt from the 
1920s & 1930s — Various Art- 
ists (DUsTTO DIGITAL) 

Abigail Washburn - City Of 
Refuge (ROUNDER) 

William Tyler - Behold The 
Spirit (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Michael Chapman - Fully Qual- 
ified Survivor (LGHT INTHEATTIC) 


Bridget St. John - The Best Of 
Bridget St. John (CHERRY RED) 


BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


Reverend John Wilkins — You 
Can’t Hurry God (8G LEGAL MESS) 


Rich DelGrosso/Jonn Del Toro 
Richardson — Time Slips On By 
(MANDOLIN BLUES) 


Hear Me Howling! Blues, Bal- 
lads, & Beyond - Various Art- 
ists (ARHOOLIE) 


Buddy Guy - Living Proof (si.ver- 
TONE) 


Big Walter Horton — Blues 
Harmonica Giant: Classic Sides 
1951-1956 (sp) 


Leroy Carr w/Scrapper Black- 
well — When The Sun Goes 
Down 1934-194] (sp) 
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Johnny Jones - 1956-1966: 
The Session Years (SuPERBIRD) 


Dr. Boogie Presents WASA 
WASA: Fabulous Rhythm ‘n’ 
Blues Shakers on the Dance- 
floor! 1952-1968 — Various 
Artists (sus ROSA) 


Kermit Ruffins — Happy Talk 
(BASIN STREET) 


Huey “Piano” Smith — Just 


Clownin’ (More Of The Best) 
(GAMC) 


Sehorn’s Soul Farm — Various 
Artists (SNAPPER) 


Aaron Neville -— | Know I’ve 
Been Changed (EM) 


WORLD 


Afrocubism - Afrocubism 
(NONESUCH/WORLD CIRCUIT) 


Bossa Nova & The Rise of 
Brazilian Music in the 1960s — 
Various Artists (soul JAzz) 


Rikki Hlilonga & Musi-O-Tunya 
- Dark Sunrise (NEw arrica) 

The Sound Of Siam: Leftfield 
Luk Thung, Jazz & Molam in 


Thailand 1964-1975 - 
Various Artists GOUNDWaY) 


Afro-Beat Airwaves: West 
African Shock Waves Ghana & 
Togo 1972-1978 — Various 
Artists (ANALOG AFRICA) 


Yasmin Levy - Sentir (aDAma) 








Something Is Wrong: Vintage 
Recordings of East Africa 1952- 
57 - Various Artists (HONEST JON’s) 


T.R. Mahalingam — Mali: Es- 
sential Recordings Of Carnatic 
Bamboo Flute 1969-1970 (em) 


Angola Soundtrack: The Unique 
Sound Of Luanda 1968-1976 - 
Various Artists (ANALOG AFRICA) 


Calle 13 - Entren Los Que 
Quieran (sony) 


Psych-Funk Sa-Re-Ga! - Semi- 
nar: Aesthetic Expressions Of 
Psychedelic Funk Music In India 
1970-1983 — Various Artists 
(WORLD PSYCHEDELIC FUNK CLASSICS) 


Celso Pina- Sin Fecha De 
Caducidad (AGUILA Music) 


Roots of Chicha 2: Psychedelic 
Cumbias From Peru — Various 
Artists (BArBes) 


Ballake Sissoko & Vincent 
Segal — Chamber Music 
(SIX DEGREES) 


CLASSICAL 


Symphony No.4 - A. Part (Esa- 
Pekka Salonen / Los Angeles Philhar- 
monic Orchestra)(ECM) 


Caldara in Vienna: Forgotten 
Castrato Arias - A. Caldara 
(Philippe Jaroussky / Emmanuelle- 
Haim / Concerto KGlIn)(VIRGIN CLASSICS) 


Lettere Amorose (Magdalena 
Kozena / Pierre Pitzl / Private Mu- 
sicke) (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 


Ravel / Debussy / Massenet 
(Jean-Efflam Bavouzet / Jan Pascal 
Tortelier / BBC Symphony Orchestra) 
(CHANDOS) 


Etudes (Marc-André Hamelin), 
HYPERION) 


Les Concert Spirituel Au Temps 
de Louis XV - Corelli / Tele- 
mann / Rameau (Jordi Savall / 
Les Concert des Nations) (ALIAVOX) 


Resonances (Héléne Grimaud) 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 


Opera Omnia XII: Chamber 
Music | - D. Buxtehude (Ton 
Koopman / Mike Fentross / Catherine 
Manson /Jonathan Manson / David 
Rabinovich / Christine Sticher) 
(CHALLENGE CLASSICS) 


A Concord Symphony / Organ 
Symphony - Ives/Brant & 
Copland Symphony (Michael 
Tilson Thomas / San Francisco 
Symphony) (SAN FRANCISCO) 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Sun City Girls — Funeral 
Mariachi (ABDUCTION) 


AMM - Uncovered Correspon- 
dence: a Postcard from Jasto 
(MATCHLESS) 


Christian Marclay — Graffiti 
Composition (D0GW/A BONE) 


Barn Owl - Ancestral Star (THRILL 
JOCKEY) 


John Zorn - Interzone (1ZADIk) 


Stellar Om Source - Trilogy 
Select (OLDE ENGLISH SPELLING BEE) 


Les Rallizes Denudes — 
Heavier Than a Death in the 
Family (PHOENIX RECORDS) 
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Les Rallizes Denudes - Blind 
Baby Has Its Mothers Eyes 
(PHOENIX RECORDS) 


ANBB - Mimikry (RASTER-NORTON) 


Tim Hecker — Ravedeath 1927 
(KRANKY) 


METAL / 
BLACK METAL 


Deathspell Omega —- Paracletus 
(NOEVDIA/SEASON OF MIST) 


Inquisition — Ominous Doc- 
trines of the Perpetual Mystical 
Macrocosm (HELL'S HEADBANGERS) 


Black Witchery — Inferno Of 
Sacred Destruction (HELUs HEAD- 
BANGERS) 


Mitochondrian — Parasignosis 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Weapon - From The Devil’s 
Tomb (THE AJNA OFFENSIVE) 


Agalloch — Marrow of the Spirit 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Ghost -— Opus Eponymous 
(METAL BLADE) 


The Legendary Pink Dots - 
Seconds Late For The Brighton 
Line (Ror) 
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Binary Park — Worlds Collide 
(METROPOLIS) 


Death In June - Peaceful Snow 
(NER) 

Nitzer Ebb — Industrial 
Complex (ARTISTS ADDICTION) 

Foetus — Hide (Ectopic ENTS) 


Martial Canterel — You Today 
(WEIRD) 


Cult of Youth - Cult of Youth 
(SACRED BONES) 


OLDIES 


Jim Sullivan — U.F.O. 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


Califia: The Songs of Lee 
Hazlewood — Various Artists 
(ACE) 

Melvin Davis — Detroit Soul 
Ambassador (vampPisouL) 


With Love: A Pot of Flowers - 
Various Artists (ic BEAT) 


Jackie DeShannon - Come & 
Get Me: The Complete Liberty 
& Imperial Singles Vol. 2 (act) 


The [3th Floor Elevators — 
Psychedelic Sounds Of... 
(reissue) (SNAPPER) 


The Vagrants — | Can’t Make a 
Friend 1965-1968 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


COMEDY 


Louis C.K. — Hilarious 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Firesign Theatre — Duke of 
Madness Motors (sEELAND) 


Doug Benson - Hypocritical 
Oaff (COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Bill Hicks — The Essential 
Collection (Ryko) 


Garfunkle & Oates — All Over 
Your Face (NO ONE BUYS RECORDS) 


The State — Comedy For 
Gracious Living (RHINO HANDMADE) 


Yo Gabba Gabba! Music Is... 
Awesome! Vol. 2 — Various 
Artists (FILTER) 


Dora the Explorer — We Did It! 
Dora’s Greatest Hits (Nick) 


The Laurie Berkner Band - 
The Best of the Laurie Berkner 
Band (TWoToMAToES) 


Sesame Street — Old School 
Vol. 2 (1974-1979) (EONE) 


Doc Dauer - The Body Rocks 
(ROUNDER) 


King Britt - Baby Loves Disco 
(BABY LOVES MUSIC) 


SOUNDTRACKS 
Tron Legacy (DISNEY) 


Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
(ABKCO) 


Norwegian Wood (NONESUCH) 
True Grit (NONESUCH) 
Inception (WATER TOWER) 

The Social Network (NULL) 
Rango (ANTI) 

Sucker Punch (WATER TOWER) 
Blue Valentine (LAKESHORE) 
The King’s Speech (DEcca) 


DVDs & BLU-RAY 


MUSIC DVDS 


The Rolling Stones — Ladies & 
Gentlemen, The Rolling Stones 
(EAGLE ROCK) 


The Big 4: Metallica, Slayer, 
Megadeth, Anthrax — 

Live from Sofia, Bulgaria 
(WARNER BROTHERS) 


Frank Zappa — The Torture 
Never Stops (EAGLE ROCK) 


Soul Train — Best of Soul Train 
(TIME-LIFE) 


Punk Attitude (sHouT FACTORY) 


The Drive-By Truckers — The 
Secret to a Happy Ending (Ato) 


Lemmy - 49% Motherf**ker, 
51% Son of a Bitch (MEGAFORCE) 


Michael Jackson -— Michael 
Jackson’s Vision (cic) 


Albert King & Stevie Ray 
Vaughan - In Session (Stax) 


ANIMATION 
A Town Called Panic 
The Secret Of Kells 


The Venture Brothers Season 4 
Vol. | & 2 


Toy Story 3 
Despicable Me 
Bambi 


TV 


Justified- The Complete First 
Season 


Walking Dead-Season I 


Laugh It Up Fuzzball: 
The Family Guy Trilogy 
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Glee-Season 2 Vol. | 
Futurama-Vol. 5 
Mad Men-Season 4 
Weeds-Season 6 


Downton Abbey 


FOREIGN 
Enter The Void 
Dogtooth 
Micmacs 
Mesrine 


The Stieg Larsson Trilogy 


DOCUMENTARY 
Exit Through The Gift Shop 
Best Worst Movie 
William S. Burroughs: A Man 
Within 
I Knew It Was You: 
Rediscovering John Cazale 


Inside Job 


DRAMA / 
COMEDY 


Greenberg 
Scott Pilgrim Vs. the World 
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The Kids Are All Right 
The Fighter 

The Social Network 
127 Hours 

Black Swan 

Fish Tank 

Get Low 

Little Fockers 


ACTION / 
MYSTERY 


The American 
The Other Guys 
Machete 

The Town 
Inception 


Animal Kingdom 


BLU-RAY 
Videodrome 
All About Eve 
The Naked Kiss 
Shock Corridor 
The Color Purple 
All The President's Men 
Network 


Amarcord 


+ at 


Soy 
ev 


BERKELEY 


BILLY 


If you are not taking responsibility for 
your state of consciousness, you are not 
taking responsibility for your life... 


Tristeza — Paisajes 

(SANITY MUFFIN #23) 

Tristeza are back! their best album yet... tons of 
flavor and new twists on their signature sound... 
more krauty and afro/latin rhythms, lush space 
out astral projection sound sheets... perfectly 
placed horns creep in here and there... their 
first self-released album ever! 


Give some love to this well deserving band... lo- 
cal artists releasing on a local label. Amoeba has 
the ultra limited brown vinyl copies too! Highly 
Recommended! 


Borghesia — Ljubav Je... 

(DARK ENTRIES) 

Vinyl only issue of this great post punk synth 
oufit from Slovenia. Spastic jabbing guitar riffs... 
raw as phuck with great brooning synth lines. 
cool vocals in a crazy language. 1983-1984. Red 
vinyl. 


Dark Day — Window (park ENTRIES) 
R.L. Crutchfield from the legendary NYC band 
DNA & B. Sack did this minimal synth band to- 
gether in the early 80s. this album was reissued 
by Dark Entries and features nine songs from 
1981. limited edition vinyl only with awesome 
booklet! yes it’s dark...yes it’s synthy, yes it’s re- 
ally good and yes all the best releases are com- 
ing out on VINYL so get that turntable in work- 
ing order. *Check out the new Minimal Synth/ 
Synthwave vinyl section at Amoeba Berkeley in 
the Electronic section!!! 


The Soft Moon - The Soft 


Moon (CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Great local minimal wave synth band! Bring- 
ing back the better aspects of New Order & 
Martial Canterel. on tour now with the Blank 
Dogs to support their new LP! hope they blow 
up but dont blow up blow up... This guy plays 
Synth and percussion in Oakland’s psych kill- 
ers Lumerians... go see both these bands live, 
great live shows!!! 


Tip: 
*Listen to a favorite RECORD on headphones... 


BRENDAN 
LEONARD 


! came from Boston to Oakland. 
Then Brooklyn — now back again — 
you can find me on both sides 
of the bay now. 


Paul Cary _ Ghost of a Man 
(STANKHOUSE) 

This is a fantastic stripped down rock & roll 
record from a guy that used to be in this band 
called The Horrors (not the English one). It’s 
got some great bluesy and country tinged mo- 
ments and even a weird sax solo. This stuff is 
great and catchy and he’s got clever words to 
say too. It’s mostly just him and maybe a couple 
other guys playing some other stuff. This would 
be a new favorite for fans of Holly Golightly’s 
last few albums, and some of the Billy Childish 
blues. 


Famous L. Renfroe — Children 
(BIG LEGAL MESS) 

This is not new but it’s still in print and still 
amazing. And most importantly — it’s new to 
me. | found this the other day in the soul section 
(but you might find it in Gospel instead), and 
had remembered a customer mentioning it to 
me after we bonded over a love of Abner Jay. 
| went and put it on in the store and we were 
all digging it. This guy plays some of the sweet- 
est gospel with amazing grooves and rhythms. It 
almost has a krautrock feel the way he gets into 
the grooves and stays on them. He also plays 
everything and sings all the vocal tracks himself 
— just not the drums. 
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Yvonne & Yvette — 


The Siamese Twins 7” (NoRTON) 
Yes they are connected at the top of the head. 
These lovely ladies were once a sideshow act 
until their church got them singing. Apparently 
one was quite fun and had a boyfriend while the 
other was bookish — or so they say. Anyway, 
on this little piece of vinyl you get four tracks 
from the twins and in that short time they could 
almost make an atheist believe! Norton is work- 
ing on a scrapbook of press clippings and photos 
of them too — so if this is your kind of stuff 
there is more to come! 


@ Shock Corridor (1963) —- 


Directed by Samuel Fuller 

This just got reissued on Criterion for a second 
time with some cool cover art. An investigative 
reporter commits himself to a mental institu- 
tion to solve a murder mystery. This is a classic 
piece of cinema that watches a man toe the line 
between holding on to and losing his mind. In- 
credible stuff! 


Tip: 
Check out Michael Hurley and Abner Jay releases/reissues 
on Mississippi. Good stuff! 


ESTEN 


The Pyramids — King of Kings 
(IKEF) 


Miles Davis — Bitches Brew 
(legacy edition) (coLumBiA) 
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Muddy Waters - Rollin’ Stone 
- The Golden Anniversary Col- 
lection (GEFFEN) 


Marcus Shelby Orchestra -— 
Soul of the Movement : Medi- 
tations on Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. (PORTO FRANCO) 


T. D. Skatchit & Company - 
Skatch Migration (EDGETONE) 


E. LIT 


lll “Butcher Cover” your “Eastern Span” 


Qwel & Maker — Owl (GALAPAGOS4) 
Hope you like wizard rock cuz. Qwel is a relent- 
lessly intelligent rapper known for his intricate 
flows and elaborate concepts, with a catalog 
running over |0 albums deep and a devoted cult 
following to prove it. Since his first recordings 
in the highly touted Chicago rap group Typical 
Cats, fans have come to know Qwel for stepping 
up the bar with each of his releases, and that 
devotion towards his craft has never shined as 
brightly as it does on Owl. Maker, for his part, is 
one of the most noteworthy producers working 
in underground hip-hop today, with production 
credits covering a wide range of excellent re- 
leases including tracks by Grayskul, Chicharones 
and Doomtree. Whether crafting memorable 
cuts with his group Glue or being recruited by 
Stones Throw to rework their Now-Again cata- 
log, Maker always brings something interesting 
to the table with his beats. Ow! is the third col- 
laborative album between Qwel & Maker, and 
it represents the strongest work to date by all 
parties involved. Qwel’s spitfire flow and cre- 
ative lyrics do damage over Maker’s extra raw 
funk-influenced production. Super impressive 
scratching by D-Styles, DQ, and DJ SPS as well. 
Wise up: buy this album. 


Dr. Oop - The Grateful Dread 
(BLACKLOVEMUSIC) 

Let's make one thing clear about Dr. Oop Ca- 
pone right off the bat: this man is no amateur 
when it comes to rapping. Back in the late-’90s, 
Oop Doc was putting it down with acts like 
Emanon and Kankick, and had a well-established 
name for himself in the LA underground. He’s 
continued releasing albums under the radar for 
years and has a wealth of quality material under 


his belt, but The Grateful Dread marks his first 
proper full-length in a minute, and boy does it 
deliver. It’s amazing to hear just how good a rap- 
per Dr. Oop is on this album, as he’s perfected 
his mellow style of MCing while offering up tons 
of exceptional lyrics and content in every verse. 
There’s a real gritty feel to the beats supplied by 
EarDr.Umz that takes things back to the early 
essence of hip-hop, which provides the perfect 
backdrop for Oop’s seasoned rapping. Dr. Oop 
keeps things interesting by touching upon ev- 
erything from African history to weed butter 
recipes, but he still manages to tie the album 
together with the central theme of being grate- 
ful of those around you and loving your friends 
and family. I’m grateful that rappers like Dr. Oop 
are still out there doing their thing. You should 
be too. 


2Mex — My Fanbase Will 


Destroy You (STRANGE FAMOUS) 

Speaking of veteran rappers from Los Angeles 
who deserve your respect, 2Mex’s first album 
in a couple of years is a labor of love that com- 
bines a lot of the best elements of his music into 
a solid body of work. On an initial listen, My 
Fanbase Will Destroy You might catch more tradi- 
tional 2Mex fans off-guard by how strange and 
experimental some of the songs are compared 
to past releases, but the beauty of this album is 
the way that it shows off 2Mex’s versatility as 
an artist. The album features calm odes to clas- 
sic slept-on hip-hop albums, frenzied 2Mex-style 
marathons that show off his trademark voice 
and breath-control, sung love ballads, and even 
a dubstep track at one point. It also features AFC 
West, a killer Project Blowed posse cut with blis- 
tering verses from CVE and Ellay Khule that will 
get a thumbs up from even the stingiest of West 
Coast hip-hop connoisseurs. The production is 
a mixed bag of eclectic beats, ranging from the 
bugged out electronics of Busdriver to the dark 
sample-based production of Deeskee. 2Mex 
riddles the album with numerous shout-outs 
and dedications, which sometimes makes it feel 
like he recorded this CD with his peers in mind 
rather than his fans. But what doesn’t kill his fan- 
base will only make it stronger. Recommended. 


Teebs — Ardour (BRAINFEEDER) 

Playing this album while operating heavy ma- 
chinery is not advised. The tinkling percussion, 
chopped up airy samples, and layered electronics 
of Teebs’ 18-track opus Ardour almost put me to 
sleep the first time | listened to it. Not because 
| was bored, but because the atmosphere that 
the music evokes is one of a dream-like state 
that makes you drift. One could easily dismiss 
it as “light” on a breeze through, but the truth 


is that the depth and intricacy of the sounds 
here merit the album at least a couple of spins. 
This is music meant to be examined and studied. 
Dub-driven brain food provided by the maver- 
ick electronic imprint Brainfeeder. Flying Lotus 
has been quoted as describing Teebs’ beats as 
“sounding like what Avatar looks like,’ but as 
far as film comparisons go, Ardour probably 
has more in common with artsy experimental 
shorts than anything Hollywood-related. Fans 
of the more light-hearted side of the LA beat 
scene, such as Daedelus or Take, will probably 
get a lot of enjoyment out of this album. Just try 
not to listen to it in the car, or you might miss 
an important light. 


Xperience — William the VIII 
(OLDOMINION) 

Xperience’s self-released sophomore album gets 
a strong nomination for most slept-on hip-hop 
release of 2010. It was sold almost exclusively 
through XP directly, received zero publicity and 
promotion, and is one of the stronger full-length 
rap albums of last year in my book. XP is one of 
the many overlooked talents of Seattle’s Oldo- 
minion collective, which is home to such rap- 
pers as Sleep, Onry Ozzborn, JFK and Boom Bap 
Project. Xperience’s music has a rugged soulful 
quality to it that at times reminds me of some of 
Goodie Mob’s recordings in a positive way. He 
frequently alternates between rapping and sing- 
ing over the course of the album, which many 
musicians fail at, but XP seems just as comfort- 
able crooning his heart out as he does spitting 
tightly written bars. He also handles about half 
of the album’s production, with Smoke, Budo and 
A-Plus of Heiroglyphics covering the rest of the 
beats. William the VIII is loaded with stand-out 
tracks that highlight every aspect of Xperience’s 
talents, and the sounds are versatile and original 
enough to hold your attention the whole way 
through. It’s only a matter of time before some 
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record label discovers this immensely talented 
MC and gives him a bigger promotional push, 
but until then, this album is well-worth seeking 
out and listening to. 


Tip: 
Peep my blog at www.mybackpackisbiggerthanyours. 
blogspot.com 


BEAN 


Deerhoof - Deerhoof vs. Evil 
(POLYVINYL) 

once upon a time, in the bay area, Deerhoof 
was king. no band commanded as much respect 
as this motley trio. times changed. members 
changed. they became a four piece. but ulti- 
mately, they still represented the best the bay 
had to offer. with a sound that careened from 
anthemic pop to experimental out rock, Deer- 
hoof was the one band indie rockers, punks, the 
avante-garde, pretty much everyone, could agree 
on.some people said they didn’t “get” Deerhoof. 
those people aren’t worth talking about. anyway, 
now this onetime bay area band is spread across 
the globe and instead of playing dingy warehouse 
art parties, they're opening for Radiohead. nev- 
ertheless, they’re still uncompromising and origi- 
nal. their music reaches for sounds and textures 
others haven’t even thought of yet. Deerhoof vs. 
Evil is just one more glorious step in the evolu- 
tion of one of the greatest voices of bay area 
rock & roll. we should be proud. 


Sic Alps — Napa Asylum 

(DRAG CITY) 

what’s this? a Sic Alps release that isn’t impos- 
sible to find and limited to some ridiculously 
small run? i keed, i keed. though a lot of this 
band’s releases actually ARE somewhat 
difficult to track down and instantly 
collectible, the fact that Napa Asylum 
isn’t doesn’t make it any less great. 
at times quietly unhinged or subtly 
heavy, Sic Alps alchemizes a golden 
sound full of beauty and terror. vocals 
echoing 60s bubblegum pop collide 
with strangely elastic guitars and junk 
store psychedelia. it’s a trip, maaaaan. but 
it’s happening in now time. 





The Gories —- Live at the 
Independent, 9/9/10 


(BUDGET ROCK/KUSF) 

Detroit garage rock legends, The Gories!, live on 
September 9 at the Independent, presented by 
KUSF & Budget Rock. sadly, KUSF has just been 
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sold out from under us by the USF administra- 
tion (a whole ’nother story there!). but at least 
Budget Rock is still around to make the SF Bay 
Area a safe haven for independent rock. seri- 
ously, i always figured The Gories were a band 
i'd never get to see.a band that only the coolest 
of my “slightly older friends” (sorry, Tom Lynch!) 
would’ve been able to say: “yeah, kid, you missed 
out. they were a force to be reckoned with and 
the likes of them will never walk this earth 
again.” but lucky for me (and a thousand or so 
other people), the folks at Budget Rock made 
sure that San Francisco was one of the few spots 
of the band’s triumphant reunion tour. from the 
opening chords, to the occasional missed notes, 
to the fading fuzz of “Nitroglycerine,” the whole 
show was an absolute blast and dream come 
true for fans of inspired underdog rock & roll. 


The Night of the Hunter 
(1955) - Directed by Charles 
Laughton 


a Criterion release of one of the creepiest films- 
noirs ever. perhaps we can credit/fault this film 
for the cliched image of “GOOD” & “EVIL” tat- 
tooed across the fingers of the [self] righteous 
man. but in this dark tale, Robert Mitchum’s sub- 
tly psychopathic preacher wears these tattoos 
as no one else ever has. Chasing the children 
of a woman he’s murdered across a Depression 
era rural landscape, Mitchum’s bible thumping, 
scripture quoting madman is a fearsome night- 
mare come to life battling over the lives of these 
two children against the unlikely foe of a saintly 
farm woman played by Lillian Gish. Lovingly shot 
and beautifully acted, this frightening fairy tale 
showcases both a monstrous evil and the endur- 
ing power of love & faith. 


Tip: 
Don’t feed the rats on Telegraph. Buy comics at Comic 
Relief. 


GRACE 


Mountain Man —- Made 


the Harbor (PARTISAN RECORDS) 

The music of Mountain Man calls up Appalachian 
Folk overtones and indie rock undertones. There 
is a power in the harmonies they create, telling 
stories about their love of earth and humanity. 
| find the obvious connection to Appalachian 
women folk singers a strong and empowering 
voice for all women. It’s like when | was a baker 
and | would get up at the crack of dawn to bake 


the daily bread. | feel that same connection to 
womanhood that | did baking when I’m listening 
to Mountain Man. There is a sort of hippy dippy 
“love the earth” quality to it that is so sincere 
and heartfelt that | can’t deny the power of it. It 
moves me and | am called to it — my heart wells 
up when | listen. 


CocoRosie — Grey Oceans 
(SUB POP) 

Here’s another album full of Appalachian 
Folk harmonies. This CocoRosie album 
builds on the last albums full of freaky 
vocals. There is something so strange 
about CocoRosie — all | know is that 
the strange vocals that are present 
on all of their albums are beautiful 
to me and keep me coming back for 
more. 


The National — High Violet (44v) 
One of my favorite songs of the year is by The 
National — “Bloodbuzz Ohio.” | avoided this 
band for some time and I’m seriously upset that 
| did. | tend to avoid or ignore bands that | see 
getting “too much” hype — | did it with Fleet 
Foxes and they are amazing! “Bloodbuzz Ohio”, 
and the entire High Violet album, is amazing! The 
vocalist seems to be channeling Nick Cave at 
times — which | love! Then, of course, he’s sing- 
ing about Ohio (sort of) and that itself sucks me 
in. ’m pretty sure I’ve interpreted the lyrics for 
this song to mean what | want them to mean, 
when | listen | get really nostalgic and emotional 
regarding Ohio and how | personally feel about 
the place. It feels like he’s telling my story. 


Belle & Sebastian — Write 


About Love (MATADOR) 

Aside from the weird Norah Jones track on the 
album | love it! That NJ song still hasn’t grown 
on me. Meh. “I’m Not Living In The Real World” 
seems to have gone back to the vintage sounds 
that | love about Belle & Sebastian. There is 
something almost ’60s Beatlesesque or British 
Invasion about it. Though seeing as | really hate 
making comparisons like that it’s almost inevi- 
table. I’m not the best at seeing the roots of in- 
spiration in music — even though | try. What 
originally attracted me to B&S was their simple 
’60s inspired pop songs, and even though | feel 
like they have grown and changed, as any good 
musician should, they have stayed true to their 
aesthetic... and that makes me so, so happy. 


Sade - Soldier of Love (cic) 
Sade just kills me. I’ve been anticipating a new 
album from her for YEARS and was delighted to 


finally get my hands on this one! Soldier of Love is 
“typical” Sade... however, typical for her equals 
something completely wonderful! There are a 
few little rock parts that were interesting and 
very “un-typical” and | really dug that change of 
pace from her norm. Her sweet soulful vocals 
are right there with her intense and beautiful 
lyrics. She seems like such a loving person and 
that’s the vibe | want to feel when | listen. 


Die Antwoord — $0$ (CcHER- 
RYTREE) 

GAH! I really didn’t WANT to love 
Die Antwoord but | simply can’t help 
myself! It’s so ridiculous and insane 
and | just got sucked in. The spec- 
tacle of it was too much for me — | 
caved. 


Ottawa — Re-Issue |2” 

(RESIDUE RECORDS) 

This Ottawa LP is one of my all-time favorite 
records (previously released as a split-LP with 
Jihad) and | wouldn’t normally put a re-issue on 
this list but | can’t help it. This album was/is very 
important to me — it really helped shape who | 
have become and the types of music that | love. | 
know there isn’t much metal or punk on this list 
but those genres are actually the most impor- 
tant to who | am. Maybe | shouldn’t be basing my 
identity on musical genres but it’s really more 
about the community | found at the time this 
record originally came out and all the amazing 
bands | was able to see and all the amazing peo- 
ple | met at the time. There are very good mem- 
ories attached to this album for me. So if you 
like heavy politically charged punk/metal then | 
suggest checking out this Ottawa re-issue! 


Beach House - Teen Dream 

(SUB POP) 

Moody, dark, deep and sweet. All the things | 
love about music are including in this album! 
| really have fallen head over heels for it — if | 
had to pick my favorite album of the year, this 
would be it! 


Oh No Ono - Eggs (FRIENDLY FIRE) 

| haven’t heard much about Oh No Ono but 
once | was exposed to their video for the song 
“Swim” | was hooked! The album is weird and 
beautiful and dark like only the Dutch can do. 


The Bastard Noise — A Culture 


of Monsters (DEEP six RECORDS) 
Oh Bastard Noise how | love thee. Once again, 
here is a dark and moving album for you. Though 
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this time without the “sweetness” of other re- 
leases I’ve listed. This record a powerhouse of 
electronic experimentation along with bass and 
drums. Epic. 


Blonde Redhead - Penny 
Sparkle (4p) 

OK, this album is NOT as moody as most on 
this list, which is a departure from the last few 
Blonde Redhead albums, but | love it nonethe- 
less. There is something a bit more eletro-pop 
about Penny Sparkle that | love. It’s definitely an 
album made by seasoned musicians looking for 
new mature directions and they did it in such a 
beautiful way. 


DJINTI 


iam the hip hop dude at 
amoeba berkeley. 


100names - IIluminated Man 
(BLACK ACRE) 

one day a person named ian got at me through 
my soundcloud page where i have a couple of 
mixes up (soundcloud.com/djinti). in the email 
was a couple of links to a couple of songs (this 
group being one of them) and a statement that 
he is a big fan of west coast hip-hop. lucky me 
the music was soooooooper goood and i to am 
a big fan of the west coast undergound hips- 
hops. 


instrumental hip-hop, samples, good synth work 
and nice vibes. 
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for those who like... flying lotus, tokimonsta, suff 
daddy, prefuse 73, teebs, phantogram, j dilla, 
madlib, etc. ya know... all that future beat-ish 
coming out of LA and europe/eastern europe 
and stuff. 


Chico Mann - Analog Drift 

(WAX POETICS RECORDS) 

heavy latin flavor with analog drum machines 
and sounds, fella stylee guitar. new old sound- 
ing radness. dance the night or day away. there 
needs to be more music like this. 


EI Guincho —- Pop Negro 

(YOUNG TURKS) 

more latin radness. the only thing i found in the 
same family of sound as the chico mann. the 
amazing video for the amazing song “bombay” is 
sooper weird/sexy/beautiful. 


Salem —- King Night 

(IAMSOUND RECORDS) 

what’s up with this band? looks like brooklyn 
hipsters drudged out love for southern rap has 
arrived. let’s see what this group can do next 
after blasting off from obscurity. internet you 
are so strange and these bands i find on you so 
interesting. forreal. 


Jay Electronica 
when will you come out with an album? you are 
sooooo late, by years. 


#Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
(2010) - Directed by Edgar 
Wright 

funny ass moovie, with so much of generation Y 
commentary and comic book nerd references. 
the whole vegan bit...? hilarious. 


Tip: 
love, love, love, music. its like math, the language of the 
universe. 


JIM V 


Jerry Garcia Acoustic Band 

- Almost Acoustic/Ragged But 
Right (JERRY GARCIA/RHINO RECORDS) 

The recently reissued Almost Acoustic and the 
newly released Ragged But Right make avail- 
able for the first time the full repertoire of 
the short-lived, but much beloved Jerry Garcia 


Acoustic Band. Drawing on the music, as well 
as some of the players that Garcia favored in 
his pre-Grateful Dead days, these albums were 
compiled from the approximately two-dozen 
shows the group played between October and 
December 1987. Garcia, along with guitarist Da- 
vid Nelson and mandolin,dobro and banjo player 
Sandy Rothman — who produced both releases 
— share vocals and get ample instrumental help 
from fiddler Kenny Kosek, drummer David Kem- 
per and long-time Garcia cohort John Kahn on 
bass.Whether it was the chance to reunite with 
some players from an earlier time or the classic 
country, bluegrass and blues tunes they played 
together, Jerry Garcia has rarely played and sang 
better in an acoustic setting then on these two 
releases. 


Mike Patton — Mondo Cane 
(IPECAC RECORDS) 

Vocalist Mike Patton’s latest project might sur- 
prise even long-time fans of the former Faith 
No More front man. Mondo Cane is Patton’s take 
on some of the classic Italian pop songs of the 
’50s and ’60s, done in a style that’s faithful as 
well as fresh. Co-produced by fellow Ennio Mor- 
ricone fanatic Daniele Luppi, Mondo Cane lets 
Patton give full rein to his talents as a vocalist, 
arranger and conceptualist. Most of the albums 
|| tracks combine Patton’s intense singing with 
some downright lush orchestrations to great ef- 
fect. Despite the occasional vocal blast, Mondo 
Cane can be finely textured and nuanced as well. 
Great accompaniment for an Italian soda or a 
Campari on the rocks before a night of Mario 
Bava films. 


Treme — Music from the HBO 


Original Series, Season I (GEFFEN 
RECORDS) 

Great 19-track collection based around the 
HBO series Treme that’s set in post-Katrina 
New Orleans.While some of the usual suspects 
appear — Dr. John, Irma Thomas and Allen Tous- 
saint to name a few — there are a lot of lesser 
known artists as well. In particular there are a 
handful of selections by some first class brass 
bands that add more than a little infectious funk 
to the proceedings. Also adding their own par- 
ticular musical take on the Big Easy are contri- 
butions from Kermit Ruffins, Trombone Shorty 
and Donald Harrison as well as some fine vin- 
tage tracks from Lil Queenie & the Percolators 
and Louis Prima. Thumbnail histories of each of 
the songs are included and each are given the 
same care and detail that must have gone into 
the selection of these songs. The album provides 
a reminder of how much great music has come 
out of the Crescent City. 


Black Sabbath: The Secret 
Musical History of Black-Jew- 


ish Relations — Various Artists 
(IDELSOHN SOCIETY) 

Sub-titled “The Secret Musical History of Black- 
Jewish Relations,” Black Sabbath showcases a 
diverse collection of African-American artists 
doing a collection of songs that give new mean- 
ing to the phrase “old school.” Released by a 
quartet of dumpster-diving, thrift store shop- 
ping, record collectors, Black Sabbath includes a 
bit of everything from Alberta Hunter and Billie 
Holiday to Cannonball Adderley and Cab Callo- 
way covering material that goes from sacred and 
serious to silly and non-sensical. How can you 
possibly pass up a collection that includes not 
only Slim Gaillard singing Dunkin Bagel, but also 
The Temptations doing a medley of tunes from 
the hit Broadway musical Fiddler on the Roof? The 
release also comes with a 40-page booklet that 
offers some thoughtful writings on the songs as 
well as the Black/Jewish musical dynamic during 
the early recording era. 


wf Down Home Music/Hear Me 
Howling! - Various Artists 


(ARHOOLIE FOUNDATION/ARHOOLIE RECORDS) 
These two releases make for an incredible time 
capsule containing a wide range of mostly roots 
music recorded by Arhoolie Records founder 
Chris Strachwitz. 


The Down Home Music DVD was edited together 
by Maureen Gosling from a 1963 documentary 
originally shot for German television, with “tour 
guide, assistant sound, lighting and translations“ 
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credited to Strachwitz. The film starts off in in 
Oakland with footage of Jesse Fuller and travels 
cross country ending up in Nashville with stops 
along the way in Arizona, Texas and Louisiana. 
Included are performances by over two dozen 
musicians including Mance Lipscomb, Lightnin’ 
Hopkins, George Lewis and J.E. Mainer. There’s 
a sequence of religious performances featuring 
Rev. Louis Overstreet amongst others that’s 
worth the price of the entire disc. Because it 
was originally produced as a documentary there 
are a few segments that have some German nar- 
ration over them — with recently added English 
sub-titles — but these are few and far between. 
There’s also a second audio track of commen- 
tary by Strachwitz that adds some wonderful 
insight to the music and musicians. 


Hear Me Howling! Blues, Ballads & Beyond com- 
piles six dozen tracks by nearly 40 musicians 
recorded by Strachwitz in and around the Bay 
Area.While some of this material has shown up 
on previous Arhoolie albums, the majority have 
never been released or are showing up on CD 
for the first time. Housed in a 136-page book 
that includes extensive text and photographs, 
Hear Me Howling is an amazing document of 
some of the musicians, both local and travel- 
ing, who performed in the Bay Area from the 
mid-’50s through 1971. Besides some of the 
same artists featured on the Down Home DVD, 
there are also selections from blues men Lon- 
nie Johnson, Sonny Terry, Rev. Gary Davis, Big 
Mama Thorton and Skip James, folk singers 
Debbie Green, Bob Neuwirth, Alice Stuart and 
Barbara Dane, Zydeco king Clifton Chenier and 
Bluegrass performers Vern & Ray to name a few. 
Considering Strachwitz’s reputation as a roots 
music purist there’s a surprising amount of ma- 
terial that falls outside the usual Arhoolie M.O. 
including five cuts of jazz that ranges from post- 
bop to free as well as “The Beatles are in Town” 
from an ad hoc group called The Fondettes. And 
of course no historic Arhoolie collection would 
be complete without Country Joe and the Fish’s 
“| Feel Like I’m Fixin to Die Rag” that ended 
up help making most of the last forty years of 
Arhoolie releases possible when it showed up 
in the film and soundtracks for the Woodstock 
festival. Both of these releases are highly recom- 
mended. 
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JIM NASTIC 


BEHIND THE TIMES/34/ARIES 


Getatchew Mekuria & The Ex 
— Moa Anbessa (terP) 


The Fall - This Nation’s 
Saving Grace/The Wonderful 
and Frightening World of 

The Fall (Re-issues) (BEGGARS U.K.) 


Golden Triangle —- 
Double Jointer (sua Pop) 


Dara Puspita — The Garage 
Years (GROOVIE) 


Hugh Cornwell - Live in S.F. 
THIS SHOW TOTALLY RULED! 


# Kleenex/LiLiPuT - 
Live Recordings, TV Clips & 
Roadmovie (KILL ROCK STARS) 


Billy Childish — Archive from 
1959 (Triple LP) (DamaceD Goops) 


O Black Books — Series | & 2 
(BBC) 


Flux of Pink Indians — Strive to 
Survive Causing Least Suffering 
Possible (LP Re-issue) 

(ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 


Subhumans UK - 
The Re-Issues (BLURRG) 


Crass — The Crassical 
Collection (crAss RECORDS) 


© Breaking Bad — Seasons | & 2 


The Cure — Pillbox Tales 
1977-79 (ARKAIN FILLOUX) 


Tyvek — Nothing Fits (iNTHE RED) 


Wire — Red Barked Tree 
(PINKFLAG) 


Scott Walker — The Drift (440) 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 
— The Re-Issues (MUTE RECORDS) 


Tip: 

DON’T SMOKE FROM A CAN! SEND GIFTS TO: PO BOX 
11273 OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9461 |. R.l.P.ARI UP , R.IP. 
GREGORY SLAY & R.I.P, ROWLAND S. HOWARD... 
PS.RE-ISSUE pragVEC. And Kill Sokol. 


JIM KATSER 


Berkeley Boomerang, 
of the noisy variety. 


Swans - My Father Will Guide 


Me Up a Rope To the Sky 

(YOUNG GOD RECORDS) 

The return of the Westberg guitar sound! Ac- 
tually more so like the last couple Swans re- 
leases as filtered through Angels of Light than 
a complete departure from the recent sound 
of Gira’s Angels. But still, who’s going to argue 
with that? And the limited edition 2xCD version 
with a white-hot 45-min piece that could be the 
last part of the Body Lovers/Haters trilogy? Yow! 
Catch them on tour if you can and witness the 
songs drawn out to epic duration and volume! 


The Ex - Catch My Shoe 

(EX RECORDS) 

Amsterdam’s finest send their next wave of 
agit-punk-ethno-stutter your way. Takes a bit to 
get used to the new vocalist, but the spirit of 
the band did not depart with G.W. Sok. Terrie 
and Andy are both on baritone guitars, and new 
singer Arnold de Boer adds a third guitar to the 
mix with Kat laying down the backbone in her 
idiosyncratic way. Highly recommended, as is 
their entire catalog. 


Rowland S. Howard — 


Pop Crimes (LIBERATION MUSIC) 

The swansong for departed Rowland, the origi- 
nal Six Strings That Drew Blood from the Birth- 
day Party. Guest vocal on the opening track 
duet with HTRK’s Jonnine has the best back and 
forth lines in recent memory:“She’s my narcotic 
lollipop/I put my fingers in his mouth.” Covers 
of both Talk Talk and Townes Vandt rendered as if 
originals, and a new recording of the older solo 
live song “Shut Me Down” that’s simply beautiful. 
Rest now, Rowland. Thank you for all the glori- 
ous, cutting sounds from that Fender Jag, and the 
songs they adorned. 


cee 


Pan Sonic & Keiji Haino - 
Shall | Download A Blackhole 
And Offer It To You, Live In 


Berlin 15.11.2007 (eLast First PETITE) 
The live recording of this monstrous meeting 
between minimal electronic sound artists Pan 
Sonic and the Japanese lord and master of most 
anything related to sound, Keiji Haino serves a 
thrilling ride of the best of both artists. Haino’s 
guitar and vocals soar over the electronics of 
Pan Sonic like a terrifying spectre, inviting you 
in and then dragging you through an existential 
hell. What is there to not like about this? Even 
if you’re only vaguely familiar with the works of 
either of these giants, this is a must have! 


eee 


Pan Sonic & Keiji Haino - 

In the Studio/Synergy Between 
Mercy/Self-Annihilation 
Overturned (BLAST FIRST [PETITE]) 

This is the result of what you get when you 
throw the shamanistic Japanese overlord of 
sound into a studio with the Finnish masters 
of warm and oscillating electronic beats & 
noise. Light the fuse and run for it. Then try 
to wrap your mind around the song titles that 
Haino pulls from the ether, or just lay back 
and enjoy the devastation. Either way, you win 
in the end. 


Tip: 

Suggested read? The Fallen by Dave Simpson - The dubi- 
ous goal of tracking down each and every former member 
of Mark E Smith’s The Fall. Both ridiculous and insightful 
while being a great light read. 


JP AKA RPG 


Does percussion, conceptual analysis, and 
wears silent slippers. He is originally from 
Lake Vostok, Antarctica. 


@ Collapse (2010) - Directed 
by Chris Smith 


One of the most important documentaries 
| have seen in a while. From filmmaker Chris 
Smith (The Yes Men, American Movie) comes 
the story of former Los Angeles police officer 
turned investigative journalist and social critic, 
Michael Ruppert. In 1978, Ruppert resigned 
from the LAPD after discovering possible CIA 
involvement in drug smuggling in the greater Los 
Angeles area. Three decades later, Ruppert dis- 
cusses and analyzes the current global economic 
crisis, how we got here, and what’s coming. 
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@ Casino Jack and the United 
States of Money (2010) - 
Directed by Alex Gibney 


Oscar-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney has put 
together an important story in a way that goes 
beyond connecting the dots of our current glob- 
al economic crisis. Gibney exposes the greed 
and corruption of convicted super-lobbyist Jack 
Abramoff within the context of our capitalist 
junkie economy and the struggle toward 
a political/economic system that puts 
people before profits. 


@Car Bomb: 

A History of the 
Deadliest Weapon of the 
Century (2010) — Direct- 
ed by Kevin Toolis 


Largely based on the work of urban 
theorist and public intellectual Mike 
Davis, this documentary includes rare 
footage of car bomb attacks from all 
around the world and interviews with car 
bombers. The documentary stars ex-ClA 
agent Robert Bear (immortalized by George 
Clooney in Syriana). Reminds me of another 
excellent documentary on a similar topic that 
involves airplane hijackings, Dial H-I-S-T-O-R-Y, by 
Johan Grimonprez (1998, 68 min). 


@ South of the Border (2010) — 
Directed by Oliver Stone 


Despite its horrible title, | made myself go to 
the theater and watch this. I’m glad | did. Oliver 
Stone travels across five Latin American coun- 
tries to explore the political and social move- 
ments there and, in doing so, he engages with 
the broader question of how to achieve a truly 
21st century decolonial Latin America. Inter- 
views include Hugo Chavez (Venezuela), Cristina 
Kirchner (Argentina), Evo Morales (Bolivia), Raul 
Castro (Cuba), Lula da Silva (Brazil), and many 
more! 


@ The Battle of Chile, 4-disc 
edition (U.S. Release 2009) - 


Directed by Patricio Guzman 
One of the best documentaries ever made on 
the brutal coup d’état of Chilean president Sal- 
vador Allende on September | 1, 1973.As part of 
his socialist transformations, Allende expropri- 
ated copper mines owned by U.S. transnational 
corporations like ITT. This was bad for business 
and something needed to get done. This docu- 
mentary captures it all. Henry Kissinger said, “I 
love this film!” 
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@ Frozen River (2009) — 
Directed by Courtney Hunt 


In an era where most discourses and practices 
on undocumented immigration are about the 
best ways to criminalize, imprison, and deport 
them, director Courtney Hunt sheds light on 
a rarely-seen side of the story: those who 
transport undocumented immigrants 
across the U.S.-Canada border. This 
story is as harsh as its cold land- 
scape but its main actors — two 
single mothers trying to make 
ends meet — are full of hope and 
agency as they strive for a dif- 
ferent future for themselves and 
their families. | love this film. 








# Bad Boy Made Good: 

The Revival of George 
Antheil’s 1924 Ballet 
Mécanique (2006) - 
Directed by Ron Frank 
and Paul D. Lehrman 

This was originally shown on PBS and was 

made into a feature-length documentary. Includ- 
ed in this 2-DVD set are the complete concert 
performance of the original orchestration of 
Ballet Mécanique, extended interviews, and the 
1925 film by Fernand Léger and Dudley Murphy. 
An amazing documentary on one of my favorite 
20th-century composers, George Antheil! 


@ Henri Langlois: Phantom of 
the Cinematheque (2005) - 
Directed by Jacques Richard 


It’s not too far of a stretch to suggest that, with- 
out Henri Langlois, the works of Godard, Truf- 
faut, Rohmer, etc, might have had a different tra- 
jectory than the one taken by that generation of 
filmmakers. In a way, this beautiful documentary 
is a long overdue homage to Langlois, who for 
over 40 years presided over the Cinematheque 
France, inspiring many generations of filmmak- 
ers in France and beyond. A related and rec- 
ommended title is Xan Cassavetes’ Z Channel: 
A Magnificent Obsession (2004, 120 min) which 
chronicles the life and death Los Angeles cine- 
phile and programmer, Jerry Harvey. 


w@ Stanley Kubrick: A Life in 
Pictures (2001) - Directed by 


Jan Harlan 

An intimate portrait of the life and work of 
Stanley Kubrick, one of the most important mo- 
tion picture directors of the 20th century. This 
truly is a visual companion to and contextualizes 


many of Kubrick’s films. If only similar documen- 
taries were made for Pontecorvo, Costa-Gavras, 
Bertolucci, Dassin, Godard, Watkins, and too 
many more to mention! 


Joan Rivers: A Piece of Work 
(2010) - Directed by Ricki 


Stern 
What’s not to love? 


MICHAEL 


Here are some truly essential albums 
that we regularly have in stock (often both 
new and used) in the International Music Sec- 
tion at Amoeba in Berkeley. Each one is a 
certified classic, so I’m sure the SF and 
Hollywood stores will have all of these 
as well. 


Buena Vista Social Club — 


Buena Vista Social Club 
(NONESUCH) 

This timeless record captures the soul of Cuban 
music in a gorgeous hi-fidelity setting. The play- 
ers here are all legends who helped to shape 
the history of this island nation’s rich musical 
tradition. | know that it’s probably not news to 
most folks who will be reading this, but there’s a 
reason why this is one of the best-selling albums 
of all time. 


Orchestra Baobab - Pirates 


Choice (NONESUCH) 

Sometimes you can tell that a recording session 
was really magical... and this is one of those re- 
cords. These guys are probably the best known 
and most loved band from Senegal, and this 1982 
recording is a beautiful masterpiece, radiating an 
infectious spirit of warmth and joy. Listening to it 
is like instant sunshine for your ears! 


Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan — 


Shahen-Shah (REALwWoRLD) 

This album was my introduction to this amazing 
musician, and it is still one of my favorites, espe- 
cially the pure ecstatic power of the final track, 
“Kehna Ghalat Ghalat To Chhupana Sahi Sahi” 
which brought me to tears the first time | heard 
it (and a few times since as well). Widely regard- 
ed as the finest Qawwali singer of the modern 
era, his body of work is immense and might be 
intimidating at first glance, but start here... you 
likely won’t be disappointed. 


AR 









Antonio Carlos Jobim - 

Stone Flower (ctTi) 

A deliciously breezy record by this Brazilian 
maestro, with subtle and delicate arrangements 
of some classic tunes. A great record for early 
mornings when you're not quite ready to face 
the day, and also for those nights when you 
want a soft pillow of sound to bring you toward 
sleep. 


Abe Schwartz — 


The Klezmer King 

(COLUMBIA) 
Early recordings from this legendary Jew- 
ish composer and bandleader. For anyone 
curious about the history of Jewish music in 
the US during the early 20th century, look no 
further than this excellent collection of his work 
with a number of groups, including his own or- 

chestra. 


Ry Cooder & V.M. Bhatt -— 
A Meeting By The River 
(WATER LILY ACOUSTICS) 
A soulful journey which illuminates the natural 
dialogue between these two musical masters. 
Their playing never feels forced, and flows freely 
from their collective traditions. One of those 
collaborations that shows how in tune with 
each other humans can be despite any inherent 
cultural differences. 


Rough Guide to Cumbia - 


Various Artists 

(WORLD MUSIC NETWORK) 

It’s unfortunate that there aren’t more collec- 
tions of classic era cumbia available here in the 
US, but this one does a fine job of compiling 22 
of the finest and most well-known tunes from 
the biggest names in this infectious Colombian 
style. | can’t help but dance and sing along when 
I listen to this disc. Soy loco por la Cumbia! 


Djivan Gasparyan -— | Will Not 
Be Sad In This World (warner / 
WEA) 

A sublime and haunting album from this gifted 
Armenian flute player. Listening to this one in 
a room lit by just a few candles may invoke a 
profound spiritual experience. 


Discover Indonesia — Various 


Artists (SMITHSONIAN FOLKWAYS) 

A fascinating overview of some of the many 
styles of traditional and popular music of these 
islands (Indonesia is actually comprised of over 
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17,000 islands including Java, Bali, Sumatra, Ka- 
limantan, Sulawesi, and many more). A very af- 
fordable and wide-ranging introduction to the 
amazing music of this unique region of South- 
east Asia... even if you already know (and love) 
Gamelan music, this offers so much more insight 
into their incredibly rich musical heritage. 


Beny Moré - Any release, 


they’re all great! 

Blessed with an amazing voice, this charismatic 
Cuban performer recorded a wonderful body 
of work during his short-lived career. Always 
backed by the finest musicians and capable of 
singing any number of styles extremely well, he 
is widely said to be the most popular and im- 
portant Cuban singer of all time. Pick up one of 
his discs today... you can’t go wrong with any 
of them! 


Carlos Gardel — Various 


releases 

Tango legend who helped to elevate this music 
to a true artform during the 1920s and ’30s.Also 
check out Francisco Canaro and Carlos Di Sarli, 
two more greats from the same time period 
whose work is also quite spectacular. 


Suarasama - Fajar Di Atas 


Awan (DRAG CITY) 

This group of musicians and ethnomusicologists 
from Sumatra hit on something really special 
with this album, a blend of folk traditions from 
their island and beyond (including echoes of the 
music of India and the Middle East). Their mu- 
sic has a beautiful simplicity and human warmth 
to it, with various stringed instruments forming 
a web of harmonic intrigue while some lovely 
male and female voices drape delicate melodies 
on top. 


Ethiopiques Volume 4 - 

Various Artists (BUDA MUSIQUE) 

This is another of those great discs that every- 
one should already own by now... but in case 
you don’t, here’s your chance. THE GODFA- 
THER of Ethiopian Jazz/Funk (aka Mulatu Astat- 
ke) contributes 12 of the 14 tracks here, and the 
whole collection is fantastic. Everything on here 
swings in a very special way that only Ethiopians 
seem to be able to do. The use of East African 
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melodies and harmonies totally make these in- 
strumental tunes fascinating, and the arrange- 
ments are superb as well. Topnotch! 


Tip: 

Some of my favorite music from 2010 was made by 
friends of mine and performed at houses and warehouses 
in Oakland, Berkeley, and San Francisco. | am thankful for 
the continued inspiration | find through the many folks | 
meet and interact with on my musical journey, both inside 
and outside this wonderful record store. 


Please continue to support Amoeba and other local and in- 
dependent businesses. Stand up to corporations who seek 
to control the corrupt political and economic systems in 
this country and beyond. Fight the injustices you see in the 
world, and strive to have a positive impact on the world 
each and every day. Live your dreams, share your gifts, and 
treat everyone with love and kindness. 


| also make music and would like to share it with you: 
http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ 


Thank you for reading and listening. Many blessings to 
you all. 


RAMO 


Ramo is a South Cali to Bay Area 
transplant who’s called Oakland home 
for 8+ years. He paints and listens to 

music with his wife, dog, and cat, 

all at the same time. 


Eligh — Grey Crow (LEGENDARY MUSIC) 
Grey Crow peels back the layers of one of my 
favorite Living Legends. The outer layers seem 
to be something new yet familiar, while the inner 
layers reveal struggle and enlightenment, despair 
and perseverance, all while catching glimpses of 
Gandalf’s deft handiwork. New direction isn’t al- 
ways the best thing, but Eligh seems to find that 
new direction and deliver more great work for 
the heads that know. 


Dessa — A Badly Broken Code 
(DOOMTREE RECORDS) 

The Doomtree collective have been consistently 
raising the bar in hip-hop for a few years now, 
and choosing to highlight one of those offer- 
ings here proved difficult. Dessa’s A Badly Bro- 
ken Code, released early 2010, is a haunting and 
beautiful piece of work, and I’m already jonesin’ 
to hear what she’ll do next. One of the better 
MCs out there right now, male or female, you 
must have this in your life! Also, keep an ear out 
for another Doomtree native — Sims’ Bad Time 
Zoo. 


2Mex — My Fan Base Will 


Destroy You 

(STRANGE FAMOUS RECORDS) 

| have been listening to 2Mex and the rest of 
the Project Blowedians since the early-’90s and 
| just never get tired of what he has to offer. 
My Fan Base Will Destroy You is a strong addi- 
tion to his discography, taking hip-hop to new 
places while making you feel like you’ve never 
left Leimert Park. 


Ras Kass & DJ Rhettmatic — 
A.D.1.D.A.S. (All Day | Dream 
About Spittin’) 

A project partly funded by the now infamous 
Kickstarter.com, the waterproof MC and Vision- 
ary DJ join forces to give you two discs of some 
classic Ras Kass lyrical fire. Anybody into word- 
smithing should really peep this. 


Onry Ozzborn - Hold On For 


Dear Life (FAKE FOUR INC.) 

Onry Ozzborn of Oldominion & Grayskul, also 
known as Dark Time Sunshine’s Cape Cowen, 
enticed us into this album by dropping a free 
four-part album called No Hoax on the Fake 
Four site. Onry and the rest of the Fake Four 
fam continue to be heavy hitters in hip-hop. If 
you’ve missed the boat, now’s your chance to 
get on and catch up! 


Tip: 

In the 21st Century, there is no reason to be disconnected 
with the music you love. Find what you like online and fol- 
low or subscribe to RSS Feeds to be all up on it. Fasho. 


ROBVERTIGO 


Rock Floor Headmaster/ 
Interweb Disaster. 


Drugs Dragons — Drugs 


Dragons (DUsTY MEDICAL) 

This is the kind of thing that can only happen 
in the cornfields and dairylands of Wisconsin. 
An LSD damaged clot consisting of ’70s glam, 
DEAD BOYS punk phlegm and AC/DC’s metallic 
ka-chunk. Outsider jams that bring to mind oth- 
er great Midwest alumni like the CLONE DE- 
FECTS or ALUMINUM KNOT EYE.The retched 
vocals are so snot-caked I’m afraid of catching an 
ear infection from the amount of mucous drip- 
ping outta’ my headphones. This smells thick of 
black mold and musky guts. Real punk for real 
men. Quality recordings that should appeal to 
those who get off on sport fishing and tire fires. 


Timmy’s Organism - Timmy 
Zorganism EP 7” (BAT SHIT ) 

More wavy-brained, outsider-insected skuzz by 
the leading HUMAN EYE gill-breather. If you 
thought he was going more trad-rock with the 
last release (taking the proto-’70s vibe up a 
notch), ya’ dun thunk wrong. It’s back into the 
primordial pool of grunt and puke, we go. Timmy 
sounds his most Van Vliet on this. He’s rapping 
from a psycho-derelict slant over some seri- 
ously loosey-goosey guitar wank, bubbling scree 
and the most shit-banging drum hits heard since 
punk first miscarried. Dude can do no wrong. 
Or only wrong. Or at least when it’s wrong, it 
still feels right. Knowwhutimean? 500 pressed 
and quite a few on glow vinyl. 


Puffy Areolas -— In The Army 
1981 (siLTBREEZE) 


Unholy 2 - Skum Of The Earth 
(COLUMBUS DISCOUNT) 

Here are two entries in the maximum aural 
damage department, set back to back. Psy- 
chotic drug-punk. The PUFFY’s LP comes off 
like mid-period BLACK FLAG, glazed in a thick 
free-form MONOSHOCK slime and dripping of 
HAWKWIND’s soiled bong water. All that and 
the BRAINBOMBS drive to never, ever cave in. 
Now take those references as a starting point. 
Add some CHEATER SLICKS guitar work and 
WHITEHOUSE power electronics to the mix. 
Ok, got that squared away? Pull the backbone 
from the remaining carcass and leave the rest to 
dangle on the exposed nerves. Twitching. Spas- 
modic. In need of fresh gauze. That’s the UN- 
HOLY 2 record. Both bands are from Ohio. Both 
bands will whup yer ass. 


@The Night Of The Hunter 
(1955) - Directed by Charles 
Laughton 


A top tenner film gets the mighty all-star treat- 
ment. The unbelievable two and a half hour 
“making-of” that comes along with it needs to be 
seen to be believed. Evidently director Charles 
Laughton kept hours upon hours of rushes, out- 
takes, and gaffe reels in his garage. Thank the cel- 
luloid genies-that-be for making his wife hold on 
to ’em all these years. This is a whittled down 
“Greatest Hits” package from over eight hours 
of deleted footage. This isn’t a documentary 
or behind the scenes puff-piece (this DVD has 
that too, don’t you worry), this is a YOU ARE 
THERE supplement, shot on set, for the whole 
duration of the shoot. See Robert Mitchum flub 
lines. Watch unused footage of alternate actors. 
Hear Laughton verbally upset Shelley Winters. 
Intense. Speechless. Somehow this cutting room 
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floor footage manages to look as crisp and clean 
as the feature presentation.And let us not forget 
that the film alone is possibly the most beauti- 
ful one ever shot since talkies were invented... 
including AVATAR, fun guy. 


@ Cannibal Girls (1973) - 


Directed by Ivan Reitman 
Just four months ago | was writing in 
my lowly video column, lamenting on 
how this film had still escaped my eyes. 

| guess the nice folks at Shout Factory re- 
ally do care. Or maybe they read my writ- 
ing? Doubtful, either way. lvan Reitman’s 
(STRIPES/GHOSTBUSTERS) first foray into 
features comes to DVD looking sharp 
and feeling like a dark improv sketch 
from a unknown SCTV season. Cannibal 
hatchet girls in the snow. Hippies getting 
fed to cult leaders alongside Manson-gal 
vampires. Far from perfect. Hell, I’m hardly 
sure of what’s going on. But if you dig things 
like WEREWOLVES ON WHEELS or DERANGED, 
there’s something in this for you. Awkward ’70s 
trash, for the first time on anything. 


Best Worst Movie (2009) - 
Directed by Michael 


Stephenson 

This year’s ROCK A-FIRE EXPLOSION! Which, 
in turn, was the follow-up to my other fave, 
THE KING OF KONG.A touching documentary 
that goes deep into the lives, times and careers 
of the cast, crew and producers guilty of mak- 
ing Troll 2 such an atrocity. Watch as the stars 
relive (re-enact) the film’s memories. Come 
along as they relish in the glory of making such 
a dank, yet enjoyable pile of turd-doo. See as 
the director gets irate, insisting the film and its 
“message” are great... just lost somehow in 
the bad acting and subhuman American culture. 
Fun when it’s fun and terrifying when you think 
it’s all gonna end in blows.Wowsers. | laughed. | 
cried. It was better than Cats. Also:A huge pile 
of extras, including films made by fans, rap vid- 
eos and more. 


@ Hausu (1977) -— Directed by 
Nobuhiko Obayashi 


What happens when a popular Japanese com- 
mercial director asks his young daughter what 
she'd like to see in a ghost story? Well, she rat- 
tles off a grocery list of absurdities. But damn 
it...he’s gonna make sure he puts ’em all in 
there! Nobuhiko Obayashi’s House is a madden- 
ing journey into childlike horror, pervy pinky vi- 
olence and odd daytime drama. More skewered 
ideas than an early Max Fleischer cartoon (now 
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in Technicolor).A piano eats a girl. Construction 
Paper cut-outs of limbs attack from all sides. 
Psychedelic cats vomit up Tempera paint. Garish 
wallpaper burns your eyes. A man turns into 
a pile of bananas. It just keeps coming at you, 
with all the gusto of bad J-pop music video. The 
Criterion cover image alone haunts me at night. 
| can see it shelved from down the hall, staring 
at me. Now | close the door when | sleep. Fuck- 
ing clown-cat. 


# Humanoids From The Deep 
(1980) - Directed by 


Barbara Peeters 
Plenty o’ places to start with the new 
Roger Corman Collection flooding the 
bins these days. | could have said SUB- 
uRBIA, DEATHRACE 2000 or R&R HIGH 
SCHOOL and played it safe. Great as 
they may be, I’ve already owned them 
all before. So | went with the uncut, 
STRONG on the gore and boobity-play 
edition of HUMANOIDS. One of the last classick 
AlP-styled monster flicks from the dying drive-in 
generation. See it for the queer mind-numbing 
ventriloquist scene, if for anything at all.1 suggest 
following it up with the stupid and yet highly en- 
tertaining mess that is GALAXY OF TERROR. The 
space-worm sexual assault is everything you’d 
expect from the Freudian-twisted noggin of 
Corman... 


Mike Rep & The Quotas - 


Stupor Hiatus (si-TBREEZE) 

An expanded to double-platter reissue of Co- 
lumbus, Ohio’s “Lo-Fi” originator. Twenty years 
of home recorded goodness that bridges the 
gaps between THE TWINKEYZ space rock, 
MIRRORS-esque VELVET damage and back to 
the future popsters like GUIDED BY VOICES. 
Hell, Rep was probably the first man mad enough 
to ride out on ROKY ERICKSON’s coattails. 
Initially released in ’92, this sucker’s been filled 
out with even more un-comped and hard to 
find remnants that time forgot. If the Drag City’s 
J.T.IV LP grabbed yer attention a couple years 
ago, or you've been knuckle dragging in the Pro- 
to-KBD bathwater of THE STYRENES, DEATH 
and such, this sucker is essential. 


Tip: 

If ya really want to see me ramble about this kinda’ gar- 
bage at length, go to the Terminal Boredom Web-Zine 
(www.terminal-boredom.com). | have an video column 
there (TV As Eyes) and I continue to review micro-pressed 
rekkids in quarterly updates. (You'll probably wanna’ stay 
off of the forums there, though...unless yer ideal afternoon 
is being hammered on like a newbie punching bag at a 
UFC training camp. It can get UGLY, | tell ya.) 


RYAN STARK 


Megalopolitan Maniac! 


Abner Jay — Last Old Minstrel 


Man 10” (mississippi) 

Late in life for ol Abner. His voice is more gruff 
and nuanced. His songs sure don’t lose steam 
though! 


Clinic - Bubblegum (Domino) 

| love the first few Clinic releases but their new- 
er ones just didn’t pack the punch that originally 
caught me. This new one is a little more acoustic 
and psychedelic and mature. It still sounds like 
Clinic. 


Turkish Freakout — Various 


Artists (BOUZOUKI JOE RECORDS) 

This Turkish psych-funk compilation is gripping 
from first song to last song. It keeps a steady 
upbeat pace rhythm and doesn’t let you go off 
into space for too long without bringing the 
beat back. Each song is done by a different 
person, not necessarily from Turkey per se, but 
from the surrounding area. The vinyl is definite- 
ly worth picking up. The booklet with the vinyl 
and CD is thick. It involves one page dedicated 
to each song on the compilation complete with 
album art for context and a note from the per- 
son that put it together. The only drawback is 
that the little notes on each page are a little 
condescending and give one the idea that the 
person who wrote it perhaps 

looks down on those with less 

knowledge of psychedelic rock 

music specific to the area of 

Turkey between 1969 and 

1980. Maybe it’s charming in 

a Curb Your Enthusiasm kind 

of way. Maybe | should let 


it go... Ok. Fine. Buy it, you _—S 


be the judge. 


The Night of the Hunter 
(Criterion)- Directed by 
Charles Laughton 


| won’t go into how great the movie is. If you 
haven’t seen it, fly like Hermes to the DVD sec- 
tion at your local Amoeba STAT! I'll say that 
the Criterion version is far cleaner and clearer 
that any other version I’ve seen. Visually, much 
of what | assumed was just black shadow is 
now actually shown to actually BE something. 
Between the two discs there are a ton of in- 
terviews, commentary and an Ed Sullivan Show 
appearance to boot. This DVD/Blu-ray is a good 


example as to why we pay Criterion so much of 
our damn money for one of their DVDs. 


Tip: 

Reno Basement culture. 

For free. For download. 
WWW.NOCITYINTHEWORLD.NET 


SEAN SHOOTER’ 
SOKOL 


Security Overlord // Awesomeness 
(Not necessarily in that order) 


Kylesa — Spiral Shadow 

(SEASON OF MIST) 

Kylesa return with their fifth album. This Savan- 
nah, Georgia band continues to expand their 
horizons with the crazy amount of influences 
they manage to blend together into a cohesive 
juggernaut of metal — crust, psych, prog, sludge, 
post punk, and a plethora of other genres don’t 
even begin to pigeonhole this band down. Every 
record just gets better. 


Clair Cassis — Clair Cassis 
(STARLIGHT TEMPLE SOCIETY) 

Ambient black metal from former Velvet Cacoon 
members that is much more straight-forward 
and less droney but still extremely atmospheric. 


Black September — 
The Forbidden Gates 
Beyond (SHAMAN RECORDS) 
Brutal blackened crusty thrash with 
female vocals and a dash of Bolt 
Thrower worship for good measure. 


Deathspell Omega - 


Paracletus (SEASON MIST AMERICA) 
Another beautiful album by these French avant- 
garde black metallers. 


Deathraid — All Life Ends 
(AGIPUNK) 

Second LP of abrasive crusty hardcore from Se- 
attle featuring ex-members of Disrupt, State of 
Fear and Consume. 


Abrupt — My Crematorium 7” 
(BURNT BRIDGES) 
Ripping female-fronted Oakland hardcore. 
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Alaric — Alaric 7” (BURIED IN HELL) 
Debut 7” of Oakland based death rock punk fea- 
turing members of Cross Stitched Eyes, Nooth- 
grush, and Dead and Gone. 


Withered — Dualitas (pRosTHETIC 
RECORDS) 

Blazing blackened death doom from Georgia 
that leans much more towards black metal on 
this release. 


Agalloch -— Marrow of the Spirit 
(PROFOUND LORE) 

A great release that | feel embodies the whole of 
their collected output best while still making a 
slight return to their more blackened roots. 


Panopticon/Skagos (Split) 
(FLENSER RECORDS) 

Both of these bands offer up their own original 
take on atmospheric anarchist pagan black metal 
while incorporating elements of folk. 


Electric Wizard — Black Masses 
(METAL BLADE) 

I’ve only been able to listen to this twice 
at this point but it’s already my favor- 
ite Electric Wizard album. Stoner 
Doooooom! 


Shades of Grey -— 
Freedom/Incarceration 
Melancholic melodic hardcore from 
Sweden. One of the best crust re- 
cords of the year. 


Iskra — Bureval 

| hadn’t been the biggest fan of this 
band up until this point, as they were 
a bit too discordant and sloppy for 
me, but they definitely tightened up 
and added a ton of melody on this re- 
cord and have officially won me over. 


Tip: 


SHAWN 


Shawntronica. 


Tristeza — Paisajes (SANITY MUFFIN) 
Buy this record! Sonically one of the the best 
the band has created. The sounds are dark, lush, 
rhythmic. This is one of those albums you play 
over and over and over again. 
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John Bender - | Don’t 
Remember Now / I Don’t Want 
To Talk About It (RECORD SLUTS) 


Reissue of an amazing minimal synth album 
from 1980. This is raw electronic music at its 
core; sounds like this was made during a time 
of loneliness and despair, no one around...with 
a weird uplifting feeling that puts a smile to my 
face everytime. 


Port Said — Live in NYC // 
1-14-83 & 9-03-82 (sanity MUFFIN) 


Another amazing release from the boys down at 
Sanity Muffin. Think MS-20 roving the back alleys 
of New York with simple percussion that helps 
to drive this excursion along.Very live, very raw, 
very good. 


Demdike Stare — Liberation 


Through Hearing 12” 

(MODERN LOVE) 

The second of three Demdike Stare albums for 
2010. Its title Liberation Through Hearing is a direct 
reference to the “Tibetan Book Of The Dead,” 
an ancient text intended to guide the reader 
through the experience of the consciousness 
occurring during the interval between death and 
the next rebirth. Billowing sub tones and heav- 
enly choirs alongside meditative rhythms keep 
you in a trance. Great for when you want some- 
thing in the background while working on art. 


SPENSAUR 
COOPER 


In-store promotions and 
rock floor monkey... 


Yi - Brain Party 12” 

(BRICK GUN RECORDS) 

This 12” which features the five songs 

from the band’s debut cassette along 
with a few others is a very promising re- 

lease from this newer Oakland band. Yi sounds 

like a cross between Fugazi and Foreigner, cou- 

pling powerful licks and groves with lo-fi pro- 

duction and distorted punchy vocals. Like eating 

a double bacon burger in a bouncy house. 


Sharkpact — Ditches (SELF-RELEASED) 
This debut cassette from Olympia, Washington's 
Grrl/Boy duo Sharkpact, is what happens when 
peace punks pick up a keyboard instead of an 
acoustic guitar. See these guys live and bring ear- 
plugs! Jeff hits his drums hard and Camille cranks 
her casio... simply amazing! 


Butcher Cover — Butcher Cover 


12”? (ROTTED TOOTH RECORDS) 

The 12” from Oakland’s Butcher Cover (fea- 
turing Amoeba Berkeley employees Rob & 
Kyle) will punch your pregnant sister in the 
stomach. It won’t stop for the elderly man on 
his motorized wheel chair. It most certainly 
won't give you spare change. It will make you 
laugh with delight as your open wounds bleed 
all over your turntable. Gritty, rusty, detrimen- 
tal, offensive, brash. These are adjectives for 
Butcher Cover’s new and extremely limited 
release (only 245 copies pressed on red vi- 


nyl)! 


Street Eaters/ 
Severance Package -— 


Polluted Waters 7” (DEAD BROKE/ 
LOST CAT/DIRT CULT RECORDS) 
This 7” split isa good guide 
as to where the East Bay 
scene has been going 
over the past couple 
years. Street Eaters’ 
fuzzed-out bass lines 
coupled with explosive 
yet controlled drumming is 
catchy as all hell, yet weird 
enough to keep their songs 
interesting, raw, and even a little artsy. 
Severance Package’s side includes a classic 
East Bay sound, complete with snotty vo- 
cals, 4-chord punk progression, and a surfy 
intro lick. This split just feels like home. 


Grass Widow - 


Past Time 
(KILL ROCK STARS) 
Grass Widow got a lot of press for this 

one through the indie mags and blogs, and right- 
fully so! The San Francisco trio seem to start 
with equal parts ’60s girl groups and ’90s riot 
grrrl, and then add in a dash of jazz and even a 
pinch of prog to create a style all their own. Their 
eerie harmonies, odd metered turnarounds and 
twangy instrumentation are a perfect addition 
to the Kill Rock Stars indie-rock time line. 


Marnie Stern — Marnie Stern 
(KILL ROCK STARS) 

Marnie Stern is a better guitar player than you'll 
ever be... that’s it... that’s the review... 


Tip: 
Superhero-based MMO video games will be the death of 
my social life and musical aspirations. 













TOM 0 


Parting Gifts - Strychnine 


Dandelion (\NTHE RED) 

I’ve recently discovered that | love everything | 
can find with Greg Cartwright on it (see: Reign- 
ing Sound, Compulsive Gamblers, Oblivians). 
This is his latest record. Surprise... | love it! | 
was a little worried about what this one would 
sound like because it’s a collaboration with The 
Ettes’ singer Coco Hames. The Ettes aren’t re- 
ally my cup of tea, but this record is great, and 
Cartwright’s vocals and songwriting really shine. 


Dan Melchior — Visionary Pangs 
(S.S. RECORDS) 
| have more records by Dan Melchior 
in my collection than almost any other 
artist. You would think that with this 
guy being as prolific as he is you could 
expect a few duds in the bunch but 
that is just not the case here. He has 
another LP that will be out by the 
time this booklet is printed called 
Assemblage Blues on Siltbreeze Re- 
cords.| have no problem buying up all his 
records knowing that even if | don’t have time 
right now, in the future | can dig deep into his 
catalog and enjoy his clever, bitter lyrics atop his 
noisy psychedelic blues stomp. 


Ben Nichols — Last Pale Light 


in the West (sasorT) 

First time on vinyl! Originally released 
on CD back in ’08, this is Ben’s only 
departure from his main gig with the 

southern rock band Lucero. This record 
is inspired by the Cormac McCarthy book 

Blood Meridian and that bleak imagery fits well 

with Ben’s unmistakable gravel voice and old 

west styled tunes. Not a bad place to start if 
you've never heard Lucero before. I’ve heard 
it described as sounding like if Tom Waits sang 

Bruce Springsteen’s Nebraska and I'd say that 

comes pretty close. Sabot is also reissuing Lu- 

cero’s first five LPs — which is nice because 
it means | won’t have to cough up some hefty 
cash for their original pressings on eBay. Thanks 

Sabot! 


The Fresh & Onlys — Play It 


Strange (INTHE RED) 

We manage to sell a copy of this record just 
about every time we play it in the store. Do 
yourself a favor and give it a listen. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 





AARON H. 


I mostly listen to electronic music. 
Sorry... 


Gold Panda - Lucky Shiner 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

A repetitive mess of blips, beeps, beats, and 
countless other weird textures that works so 
well it hurts. Turn out the lights and boogie 
down. 


John Roberts — Glass Eights 


(DIAL) 
Deep House golden-boy John Robert’s debut LP. 
Don’t fuck around with this record — it’s seri- 


ous business. Perfect for 3am bike rides. 


Efdemin — Chicago (DIAL) 

Everything | want to say about this record can 
be summed up by a direct quote from one of the 
few vocal samples it uses: “Oh my god... Oh my 
god, oh my goodness... Oh my fucking god!” 


Big Boi — Sir Luscious Left Foot: 


The Son of Chico Dusty (DEF JAm) 

| think this is the first hip-hop record to make 
it into one of my “Music We Like” entries. That 
probably says more about me than it does about 
this record though. In all seriousness, this re- 
cord’s a winner — a real fun time. On the down- 
side, it'll make you yearn desperately for a new 
Outkast release. 


Tip: 

My friend and | have a podcast where we put other 
people’s music online and then take credit for it. If you’re 
into that kind of thing, visit http://physicsengine.podomatic. 
com, or iTunes search Physics Engine. 
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ALLEN 


Some of us still call them “albums.” 
The term was outdated even then. 


Metropole Orkest/John 


Scofield/Vince Mendoza — 54 
(EMARCY/DECCA) 

In the last few years there’s been a growing num- 
ber of (mostly) jazz musicians who are getting 
the opportunity to have their music arranged, or- 
chestrated and performed by European big bands 
and orchestras. Randy Brecker, Joe Zawinul and 
Maceo Parker, among others, have all received 
this deluxe treatment, with exciting results. It was 
a kick to hear Zawinul’s keyboard parts expand- 
ed to a larger palette, played by a large ensemble 
that’s comfortable in all sorts of contexts. Now 
it’s John Scofield’s turn, and arranger Mendoza ap- 
plies 54 musicians (hence the title) to Scofield’s 
slithery, groove-elated tunes, adding surprising 
textures and twists along the way. 


Jason Moran -— Ten (8LUE NOTE) 
There are less sonic tricks than his last trio CD, 
The Bandwagon (with the same lineup), but his 
approach to the format is still so fresh, creative 
and well-executed that he makes you wonder 
why no one else ever thought about doing the 
same thing. | think the answer is, he just makes 
it look easy. 


# Frank Zappa - The Torture 
Never Stops (1981) 


| remember very distinctly the first time | saw 
this Halloween concert on videotape. It was my 
first exposure to Zappa's exhaustively rehearsed 
ensembles, as they played two hours of non- 
stop oddball songs, dense instrumentals and, 
of course, toilet humor. | was overwhelmed. I'll 
never forget the sight of percussionist Ed Mann, 
running back and forth between his numerous 
mallet instruments, and clanging a pair of march- 
ing cymbals when he wasn’t. And with a band 
that included Steve Vai and Chad Wackerman, 
Mann wasn’t the only virtuoso worth watching. 
Thirty years later, this performance still amazes 
and amuses. Ahh, those were the days. 


# Weather Report - Live in 
Germany 1971 


One wouldn’t expect a 40-year-old television 
show to look and sound this good, but it’s some- 


thing of a revelation. We all knew that Weather 
Report, in its earlier incarnations, was an im- 
provisatory, ethereal (yet still earthy) beast, but 
the video of this German TV show beautifully 
captures the band in feisty, restless form, with 
original drummer Alphonse Mouzon still in tow. 
This is not the groove/funk machine of the late- 
’70s; this is the abstract offspring of Bitches Brew, 
when fusion wasn’t a dirty word yet. 


Perfecting Sound Forever: 

An Aural History of Recorded 
Music - by Greg Milner 

(FABER & FABER, INC.) 

Recording music is always a compromise. 
Whether it’s etching a groove on a wax cylinder 
or converting a signal to ones and zeros, there’s 
no way a machine can reproduce exactly what 
the human ear hears, so decisions have to be 
made as to what stays or goes. Usually, the job is 
done well enough so that we can live with, and 
perhaps even enjoy, the results. But who makes 
those decisions, and what gets left along the 
wayside? The telling of this story reveals absorb- 
ing details. Was there really a time, as early as 
1908, when people could not tell the difference 
between a live singer and an Edison phonograph? 
How did the invention of magnetic tape alter 
our view of time? Why did we go from an ambi- 
ent room sound in the ’50s to a close, choked 
sound in the ’70s, then to a boomy gated sound 
in the ’80s, to a mix-in-the-box sound of today? 
What price are we paying for compressing the 
sound of CDs to make them more punchy? And 
by breaking up a sine wave into digital bits, are 
we letting the music affect us in physical and 
mental ways? Author Milner focuses on the sto- 
ries and personalities of the people who made 
these discoveries and decisions, for better or 
worse, and describes how and why we listen to 
recorded music the way we do. It’s a fascinating 
read and it will make you ponder and question 
every aspect of the music you hear. 





AUDRA 
WOLFMANN 


A.k.a. Odessa Lil: available for 
weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, séances, 
and home foreclosures. 


Black Sabbath: The Secret 
Musical History of Black-Jewish 


Relations — Various Artists 

(THE IDELSOHN SOCIETY FOR MUSICAL 
PRESERVATION) 

The Idelsohn Society for Musical Preservation is 
always hitting homeruns as far as I’m concerned. 
This time, they’ve put together a compilation 
of legendary African-American artists’ versions 
of Jewish songs. There’s amazing contributions 
from Nina Simone, Billie Holiday, Cab Calloway, 
and Johnny Mathis amongst others. The Idelsohn 
Society refers to this tradition as the “secret 
musical history of Black-Jewish relations,” but 
there’s no secret at all when you look into the 
roots of Jazz.As Cab Calloway says in “Utt Da 
Zay”: “Oh, do you dig, dig, dig? Do you chop, 
chop, chop? Are you hep to this jive that I’m lay- 
ing to you?” 


People Take Warning! Murder 
Ballads & Disaster Songs, 
1913-1938 — Various Artists 
(TOMPKINS SQUARE) 

A three-disc set covering Man vs. Man, Man vs. 
Nature, and Man vs. Machine. There were really 
a lot of songs written about the Titanic! 


OC Board to Death: 

The Complete First Season — 
Directed by Jonathan Ames 
Writers will do anything to avoid writing. For 
instance, instead of working on my various 
neglected projects, I’ve chosen to become ob- 
sessed with this show about a writer avoiding 
his writing. Smart, neurotic, and hilarious. 


CO Deadwood: The Complete 
Series [Blu-ray] — Directed by 
David Milch 


Ok, | don’t even have a Blu-ray player, but | just 
wanted to use the Blu-ray release of Deadwood 
to point out how AWESOME Deadwood is! 

Tip: 

Better on VHS: |. Blood & Concrete:A Love Story, 2. 
One Crazy Summer, 3. UHF, 4. The Linguini Incident, 
5. Fresno (TV miniseries), 6. Ski School, 7. Ferocious 
Female Freedom Fighters. 
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BRIAN DAVIS 


I’ve been ionized...but I’m okay now... 
www. briandavisvoice.com 


The Decemberists — 
The King Is Dead (capitol) 


Apex Manor - The Year of 
Magical Drinking (merce) 


Superchunk - Majesty 
Shredding (MERGE) 


Jessica Lea Mayfield — Tell Me 
(NONESUCH) 


DUNCAN 


The Greenhornes — “kKx* x” 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Best Coast - Crazy for You 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


Beach Fossils — Beach Fossils 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Grass Widow - Past Time 
(KILL ROCK STARS) 


Pernice Bros. — Goodbye Killer 
(ASHMONT RECORDS) 


Ra Ra Riot — The Orchard 
(BARSUK RECORDS) 


Cee-Lo Green — The Lady 
Killer (ELEKTRA/ASYLUM) 


@ The American (2010) — 
Directed by Anton Corbijn 


@ Red (2010) — Directed by 
Robert Schwentke 


OC Justified: The Complete 

First Season -— Based on a short 
story by Elmore Leonard 
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@ The Ghost Writer (2010) - 
Directed by Roman Polanski 


@ Batman: Under the Red Hood 
(2010) - Directed by Brandon 
Vietti 


@ Greenberg (2010) — Directed 
by Noah Baumbach 


#Please Give (2010) - 
Directed by Nicole Holofcener 


Tip: 

Buy Archers of Loaf’s albums so you can feel like one of 
the cool kids when their reunion becomes a worldwide 
tour (fingers crossed this will be happening by the time 
this sees print). 


EDGARDO 


ABBA - The Vinyl Collection 


12” Box Set (POLAR/UNIVERSAL) 

A very limited-edition box set of their eight 
original studio albums and a bonus record of 
extras remastered on glorious vinyl; plus a nice 
full-size booklet featuring insightful information 
and rare photographs! 


Calamus - The Splendour Of 


Al-Andalus (MA RECORDINGS) 

An absolutely beautiful recording of Andalusian 
early music authentically performed by the Pa- 
niagua family. Melodic, rhythmic pieces that are 
sonically even better in this latest issue (Emerald 
Series). Highly recommended! 


Klakki - | Kjol Ur Vatni (tuTL) 
Icelandic poems set to female vocals, acoustic 
guitar, organ and percussion create an intriguing 
and intimate folk-art pop gem. 





) 
Wy) 


Horace Silver Quintet - 


Tokyo Blues [SACD] 

(ANALOGUE PRODUCTIONS) 

This recent Analogue Productions (APO) reissue 
on hybrid SACD was carefully remastered using 
DSD (not PCM) resulting in a detailed, warmer, 
more natural sound. This wonderful Blue Note 
title never sounded better! (*Note: also check 
out the other excellent APO reissues.) 


Michel Becquet et Ensemble 


Octobone — Octobone (crysTon) 
Michel Becquet leads this French trombone 
octet (with accompanying tuba and percussion) 
performing unique creative arrangements of mu- 
sic by Nilovic, Ravel, Debussy, Delerue, Bernstein 
and Colombier. Superb lower brass playing! 


GABI 


Warpaint - The Fool 

(ROUGH TRADE) 

This female quartet is eerie yet very smooth, to 
say the least. No one says “now I’ve got you in 
the undertow” like Warpaint. Their hauntingly 
hypnotic rhythms and vocal harmonies (among 
other things) have given them a special place in 
the world of dream pop. At times their voices 
echo and dissolve with the clashing cymbals to 
create an outburst of emotion and energy, and 
all of a sudden reduce themselves to a single 
voice over one guitar. The album leaves you 
feeling like you just witnessed a solar eclipse or 
something else just as special. 


The Tallest Man on Earth — 
The Wild Hunt (DEAD OCEANS) 


Pll admit | was a little late on discovering this al- 
bum, but it definitely deserves a mention. Swed- 
ish singer-songwriter Kristian Matsson, com- 
monly known as Tallest Man on Earth — pours 
out so much soul that this folky album is a phe- 
nomenal accomplishment. He maintains intri- 
cate finger-picking patterns reminiscent of Nick 
Drake, while singing with a raspier Bob Dylan 
voice. The Wild Hunt is intimate, yet upbeat dur- 
ing some songs (particularly “King of Spain”). 


Cults — Go Outside 7” 

(FOREST FAMILY RECORDS) 

This mysterious duo is extraordinary! | highly 
recommend checking them about out. These 
guys are totally delightful and instantly get you 
transfixed with their groovy rhythms. This par- 
ticular track is fully equipped with a tingling 
glockenspiel, a funky bassline, and joyous sing- 
along vocals; a must-listen for the indie pop en- 
thusiast. Go Outside offers a blissful reminder of 
what is better than staying bed all day. 


Deerhunter — Halcyon Digest 
(4AD) 

This is easily Deerhunter’s finest work. Bradford 
Cox and Co. bring together a blend consisting 
of nostalgic lyricism, joyful rhythms, and intricate 
musical layers.A very innovative record coming 
out of Atlanta’s indie rock scene. 


Smith Westerns — 


Dye It Blonde (Fat possum) 

A true gem coming from the Windy City’s indie 
rock scene. This is the second record for Smith 
Westerns. These Chicago guys are fun, energetic, 
and create a joyful blend of melodies. They de- 
buted as a noisier lo-fi garage band, only to now 
develop a much more polished sound. While the 
music stands alone as a tremendous accomplish- 
ment, their is no denying the production quality 
on this record. Their producer Chris Coady also 
worked with Yeah Yeah Yeahs and Beach House. 


Arcade Fire — The Suburbs 


(MERGE) 
A fantastic third installment from Arcade Fire! 
Definitely a fine achievement for Win Butler & 
Co.The moods go up and down throughout the 
album, displaying cynicism towards modern cul- 
ture. The Suburbs invokes feelings of hope and 
nostalgia in the form of distinct rhythms and 
provocative lyrics. Although thematically de- 
pressing, the album is an absolute delight. It is 
melodically and stylistically captivating, and the 
true gravity of their music is especially present 
in their live performances. 


Toro Y Moi — Underneath the 


Pine (carPARK) 
Chaz Bundick is a G. 


Phantogram - Eyelid Moves 
(BARSUK) 

| would have included this album on the last Mu- 
sic We Like, but | was a little late on discovering 
them. | saw Phantogram open for The XX, and 
was immediately enthralled by their sound. Their 
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record consists of a unique blend of indie pop, 
electronic rock and trip-hop. The album starts 
off with “Mouthful of Diamonds,” a smooth song 
with a upbeat rhythm and catchy guitar riff. Be- 
fore you know it, the album has evolved into a 
trip-hop progression reminiscent of Massive At- 
tack. Definitely worth 44 minutes of your time. 


COSMO 


Jazmine Sullivan - 


Love Me Back (j RECORDS) 
| generally steer clear of modern 
R&B because of an irrational 
fear of its slick production. 
This might be the album that 
finally gets me through the 
door. Eleven gorgeous tracks 
that prove only an idiot would 
think sheen and soul are mutu- 
ally exclusive. It’s like | forgot about 
Prince or MJ... 









Robyn - Body Talk 
(CHERRY TREE) 

(An almost) greatest-hits collection of 

the three Body Talk E.P.s. This collection basically 
serves as your Robyn primer and insta-party. 
Unless of course after spending a year with 
some of these tracks you're all Robyned-out. In 
that case just wait three months until it’s vintage 
and everyone’s ready to go wild again for the 
retro A+ scorchers “Dancing On My Own” and 
“Indestructible.” 


Glasser — Ring (TRUE PANTHER) 

The kaleidoscopic album cover is a pretty good 
representation of the colorful, off-kilter play- 
ground inside. As an indie fan you always want 
your music to get vaguely challenging or exotic. 
It gives you the illusion of having a stronger con- 
nection with the music and (more practically) 
it keeps the shows more intimate. Glasser may 
or may not rise to the mainstream the way Ar- 
cade Fire, Beach House, and Grizzly Bear have 
in recent years. For now I’m just content that 
my favorite musical moment of the year (55 sec- 
onds into album-opener “Apply”) is just slightly 
unsettling enough to win over new fans as it 
simultaneously keeps her off the cover of Spin 
magazine (still in print!). 


@ White Material (2011) - 
Directed by Claire Denis 


| promised myself I'd only rep for one Criterion 
release in this edition of MWL, since you can 
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just about never go wrong with this company. If 
the title hadn’t already been gloriously used by 
John Cassavetes, an alternative name for this film 
would be A Woman Under The Influence. Isabelle 
Huppert is absolutely possessed as a plantation 
owner during a violent regime-change in an un- 
named African country. On the Claire Denis 
Spellbind-ometer I’d rank this right near the top, 
although if you haven’t seen any of her other 
films definitely seek out 35 Shots of Rum or Fri- 
day Night (Beau Travail, one of her key films, is 
currently out of print). 


@ Easy A (2010) - 
Directed by 
Will Gluck 


Watch Emma Stone turn into 
a superhero and carry this film 
all by herself (Patricia Clarkson 
and Stanley Tucci are there with the as- 
sists, but it’s not even necessary).About 
as good as Hollywood gets — you 
know it’s a b.s. fantasy that the coolest 
girl on the planet is a virgin, but you 
don’t care because she’s entertaining 
you so much. It’s not a perfect movie by 
any means, but the sharp, intelligent script mar- 
ried to Stone’s socko performance (and some 
killer comedy bits) make it okay to go back to 
highschool. John Hughes would approve. 


JAMES DILLON 


you CAN buy happiness!!! 
www. potatopotato.etsy.com 


Tiny Tim - Lost & Found 


1963-1974 (SECRET SEVEN RECORDS) 

Lost & Found is a vinyl only collection of |7 ob- 
scurities, consisting of previously unreleased 
acetates, privately pressed 45s, and an early- 
’60s studio session. Most people write this guy 
off as a cheesy novelty one-hit wonder, but 
they are missing something really special. He 
was a walking encyclopedia of early American 
popular music. This one is really great! | like it 
and | think you will too. Features a cover of 
“Maggie May” and “Delilah” among other great 
older tunes. 


Sublime Frequencies — ALL 

You can still travel the world on your hi-fi with 
Sublime Frequencies radio and field record- 
ings of earth. They have released many, many 
compact discs, LPs and DVDs from all over the 
world. Too many to list. These are sounds that 
you have never heard before. | play these all the 


time. Also buy anything by the Sun City Girls, a 
fantastic musical group that is behind these re- 
leases. You'll be glad you did. 


Sonny & the Sandwitches - 
Throw My Ashes From This Pier 


When I Die (100 RECoRDs) 

This one is a real groover, the best Sonny release 
yet, and | think it has something to do with the 
Sandwitches, a San Francisco girl group that are 
really happening. Pick up all of the Sonny & the 
Sunsets and Sandwitches releases you can get 
your hands on. You will thank me later. 


Exodus — Bonded by Bloood 
(BACK TO BLACK) 

Bang your head as if up from the dead, intense 
metal is all that you need! Reissue of their first 
album originally released in 1985, now on dou- 
ble vinyl with the original classic cover and a 
couple of live bonus tracks. The greatest metal 
album ever made, one of my favorite albums of 
all time. 


Cabaret Echoes: New Orleans 
Jazzers at Work 1918-1927 - 


Various Artists (ARCHEOPHONE) 
Need | say more? Why are you reading this? Buy 
it already! Jeese Louise! Archeophone presents 
songs you thought were lost forever, with fan- 
tastic sound, amazing liner notes and original 
artwork. Every one of their releases is a gem. 
Stuff like this makes me glad to be alive. 


Die Antwoord —- $O$ 

(INTERSCOPE) 

Die Antwoord is a next level zef rap-rave crew 
from Cape Town, South Africa. DJ Hi-Tek owns 
a PC computer and makes next level beats! | 
love this one. The live show they did at Amoeba 
was packed to the rafters and with good reason. 
They tore the roof off the sucker! | just wish 
Interscope would get off their asses and put 
this out on a 33 RPM record, is that too much 
to ask? C’mon, you press up Lady Gay-Ga and 
these guys are much better than her. Believe me. 
Don’t fuck this up! 


Tip: 

Be the life of the party with these high quality novelty cel- 
luloid buttons. These beauties provide subjects for pleasant 
jokes and amusing conversation, and thus smooths the way 
to a more familiar acquaintance and cordial friendship. 
Just wear one and watch the effect. Handmade in 

San Francisco from vintage ephemera. Go to 
www.potatopotato.etsy.com on the internets for more 
information. Hi-Fi buttons are now available for purchase 
at Amoeba Music. Get yours today. 





JEFF 


Bambu - Paper Cuts (BEATROCK 
MUSIC) 


Fatgums X Bambu -— 
A Peaceful Riot (BEATROCK MUSIC) 


Richie Cunning —- Night Train 
(ROUTINE FLY) 


Richie Cunning - Late Night 
Special (ROUTINE FLY) 


Young Offenders — Leader Of 
The Followers (DERANGED RECORDS) 


Ronnie Drew - The Best Of 
Ronnie Drew (TALKING ELEPHANT) 


Face The Rail — Fractures 7” 
(HEADCOUNT RECORDS) 


Bill Hicks — The Essential Col- 
lection (RYKODISC) 


Straight to Hell Returns 
(2010) - Directed by Alex Cox 


@ Paul McCartney Really Is 
Dead: The Last Testament of 
George Harrison (2010) — 
Directed by Joel Gilbert 


KELLS 


“...but on a midnight watch | realized 
why twice you ran away...” 


@Let’s Work It Out (2010) - 


from TV Carnage 

An epic video mash-up comprised entirely of ce- 
leb exercise videos and sundry workout miscel- 
any, TV Carnage once again cuts another stinky 
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gem out of the best-worst bargain bin dregs. 
Fact: this program will definitely do something 
to you, like it or not. 


@ House (Hausu) (1977) - 
Directed by Nobuhiko 


Obayashi (crITERION) 
Criterion presents: Filmmaking by any and every 
means possible. 









Agent Ribbons - 
Chateau Crone 
(ANTENNA FARM) 

One of the best live bands 
around, period. These two 
babes serve up their unique girls 
in the garage meets three-penny 
opera approach to rocking out in 
with such charm and aplomb that 
even the most hard-hearted and 
lunk-headed fall hard for them 
at first listen. Everything they’ve 
done is great, do yourself a favor 
and get the record and go to their 
shows.What more can | say? A++ 


Blonde Redhead - 
Penny Sparkle (44D) 


Like a new pair of underwear. At first, it’s con- 
strictive. But after awhile it becomes a part of 
you. | finally succumbed to comfort during their 
live show last November which is telling, | feel. 
It’s a fall/winter record for longer nights haunted 
by women disguised as white horses. Good luck 
bumping this on the boardwalk in August. 


Afrirampo — We Are Uchu 


No Ko (ROCK ACTION) 

Afrirampo’s double-disc swansong plays like 
a cross-section of their previous releases fer- 
mented into a heady, intoxicating super nova of 
far out space-rock the likes of which only these 
two red-painted ladies are capable of blasting off. 
Final frontier jams. 


Puro Instinct — Headbangers 


In Ecstasy (MEXICAN SUMMER) 
Barely legal? Maybe. So very? Definitely. 


Beachcomber Trio — 
Live At Kahiki 1975 (vionysus) 


Not only is this Exotica record NOT a reis- 
sue, it’s a vinyl only, hand numbered limited 
edish packaged with a cocktail recipe AND an 
MP3 download coupon of the entire program: 
how’s that for anachronistic listening! Featur- 
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ing house band The Beachcomber Trio, this lost 
recording of an exotic evening at Columbus, 
Ohio’s Kahiki Supper Club, a legendary though 
now defunct “tiki temple,” packs the sort of 
quiet, environmental excitement other live res- 
taurant recordings released in the ’60s present. 
The sound of the bar’s waterfall, the tinkling of 
glasses and muffled voices sometimes offering 
discernible words like the man with the Jimmy 
Stewart voice identifying songs such as Arthur 
Lyman’s “Yellow Bird” as the band begins 
to play them. An absolute must have 
for Exotica enthusiasts and theme res- 
taurant lovers alike. And, while you’re 
at it, pick up a copy of lately reissued 
Exotic Dreamers 2-on-| CD featuring 
both Ethel Azama’s Exotic Dream 
and Tak Shindo’s Mganga! and 
the new Sound of Tiki compila- 
tion presented by urban arche- 
ologist Sven A. Kirsten, author of 
Taschen’s gorgeous and extremely 
comprehensive Book of Tiki and Tiki 
Modern. The CD itself was issued 
last year as a companion piece to 
Kirsten’s books and features its 
own amazing 50-page frenzy of facts 
and fancy — all of these worth the price 
of a painkiller #9. 


Lloyd Miller & Heliocentrics 


— Lloyd Miller & Heliocentrics 
(STRUT) 
Gamelan Appreciation Society approved! 


Tamaryn — The Waves (MEXICAN 
SUMMER) 

See: Blonde Redhead Penny Sparkle. Back home 
we used to hang out at this once a week Goth 
night called “1708” at Club 1708. It was fun, 
but middling though there were a lot of guys 
dressed like Trent Reznor. Recently | heard buzz- 
ing among fellow Amoeba peeps about a band 
called Tamaryn; seems they’d made quite the 
impression with their live show, and everyone 
was remarking upon their certain success and 
notoriety. | confess, | rushed to get a listen and 
found a properly elevated “1708” sound so at- 
mospheric | could almost feel the tense softness 
of spilled candlewax cooling on velvet cushions. 
| recognized Tamaryn’s voice at a local karaoke 
joint about two weeks after hearing The Waves 
for the first time.As far as | can remember she 
sang “Killing Moon” in the style of Echo and the 
Bunnymen, “Silver Spring” in the style of Fleet- 
wood Mac and “Life on Mars” in the style of Da- 
vid Bowie, so her influences certainly check out. 
It’s a shame “Love Will Tear Us Apart” wasn’t in 
the songbook. 


The Sandwitches — 


Summer Of Love 7” (1234G0!) 
“Female Creedence,” best band in town. 


Nine Inch Nails - 
Pretty Hate Machine (v7) 


| was up above it, now I’m down in it (again). 


Now with more “Get Down, Make Love!” 


Oni - Sunwave Heart 

A pure and free-flowing acoustic folk opus from 
Afrirampo guitarist Oni. Unbridled and chaotic 
at times, but nothing like her cyclonic Afri-flip- 
side. Refreshing. 


Lou Harrison — Scenes From 


Cavafy (NEWworLb) 

Another recommendation from the G.A.S. Espe- 
cially the tracks that feature the Gamelan Paci- 
fica Chorus — total swoon 


Far East Family Band - 
Nipponjin (PHOENIX) 

Phoenix seems to be tapping Julian Cope’s Jap- 
Rock Sampler top 50 what with all the recent 
reissues of chart-toppers like Flower Travellin’ 
Band’s Satori (#1) Speed, Glue and Shinki’s Eve 
(#2) and Les Rallizes Denudes’ Heavier Than A 
Death In the Family (#3). Far East Family Band’s 
Nipponjin (1975) clocks in at #14 (really?), but 
this Klaus Schulze produced, Pink Floyd a la 
Japonais take on experimental, new age psych 
is sounding so right these days — the second 
half of January to be exact. | mix my medicine 
seasonally. 


Ducktails — Ducktails III: 


Arcade Dynamics (woopsisT) 

Ahh... more berm highs from my fave Jersey 
Shore juicebox, Matt Mondanile a.k.a. Ducktails! 
This record is a lot poppier than his first two 
solo flights but worth a listen. 


Little Wings — Black Grass (Rap) 
Finally... 


Sun City Girls — Funeral 


Mariachi (AgDuUCcTION) 
Golden. One of the very best of 2010. 


Leland -— Feel the Pain 
(CONTEMPT) 

Hero material. Up there with Souleyman and 
Rundgren. Drank the Kool-Aid at first listen. 


The Sword — Warp Riders 
(KEMADO) 

A science-fantasy concept album inspired by 
Queensryche’s Operation: Mindcrime with heavy 
traces of Thin Lizzy, Black Sabbath and Iron 
Maiden influences? Exactly. 


Tip: 
karaoke means empty orchestra 


LUCIANO 


Toro y Moi —- Underneath the 


Pine (CcarPARK) 

Toro y Moi’s second full-length album deliv- 
ers more of his beautiful trademark electronic 
and unpredictable sound, but this time with 
live instrumentation , creating a more mature 
and authentic work. If you liked his first album 
Causers of This (2010), you will definitely enjoy 
this one. 


Ducktails — Ducktails III: 


Arcade Dynamics 

(WOODSIST) 

A beautiful trip thru different genres. With this 
album Matthew Mondanile becomes more con- 
sistent, more conventional. With new structural 
songs that are full of nostalgia and a subtle ga- 
rage sound perfect for short road trips, this al- 
bum invites you in by it’s simplicity. And that’s 
what makes it beautiful. 


Junip — Fields (mute) 

Resonant, warm and intimate. Full of haunting 
guitars and vocals, Jose Gonzales one more time 
delivers a timeless album worth owning and 
sharing. 


Drivan — Disko 

(SMALLTOWN SUPERSOUND) 

Mysterious, elemental and unpredictable songs 
from this musical project called Drivan. Mixing 
talent from Sweden and Finland, this album is 
pop, electronic and experimental yet lo-fi in a 
pleasant way, with beautiful vocals, intriguing 
melodies and folk references. 


Lykke Li - Wounded Rhymes 

(LL RECORDINGS) 

Sexier and definitely darker than her debut al- 
bum Youth Novels. Wounded Rhymes (produced 
by Bjorn Yttling) is tribal, pop, feminist and ob- 
scure all in one. 
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MATT B 


Zakary Thaks — Passage To 


India (CICADELIC) 
*60s U.S. garage/psych proto-hardcore. 


Phil Ochs - On My Way: 1963 


Demo Sessions (micro WERKS) 
First time hearing a lot these songs. 


Cheifs — Holly-West Crisis 
(DR. STRANGE) 


The Welders — The Welders 7” 
(BDR) 
You're a perv with a capital P. 


Ovens — Ovens 7” (HARKINS LABEL) 


MICHELLE 


Sun City Girls — Funeral 
Mariachi (ABDUCTION) 


Gary War - Police Water EP 
(SACRED BONES RECORDS) 

fun stuff on this label. check out 
sacredbonesrecords.com 
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NICK@NITE 


I'll have the milk steak, boiled over hard, 
and your finest jelly beans... raw. 


How to Destroy Angels — 


How to Destroy Angels 
(THE NULL CORPORATION) 
Side project of Nine Inch Nails frontman, Trent 


Reznor, and his newly wedded wife on vocals. 


The six-song EP put out by the band is just the 
beginning of this masterpiece put together by 
Reznor and co-collaborator Atticus Ross. Full- 
length album due to come out soon after the 
birth of Trent’s first offspring. Keep your ears 
open for the bass-lines coming soon to a speak- 
er near you. 


Tamaryn — The Waves 

(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

Gnarly shoegazing music, with sweet distortion 
and hushed vocals by the SF-based band. 


Warpaint - The Fool 

(ROUGH TRADE) 

Debut album from an all-chick band that'll shake 
your core from start to finish 


Nine Inch Nails — Pretty Hate 
Machine (Remastered) 
(UME/BICYCLE MUSIC GROUP) 

PHM, originally released in 1989, finally had its 


turn at being remastered with a fresh sound. 


With the sound quality greatly improved and 
with a revamped version of the artwork, this 
remastering is one to be owned. Not to men- 
tion the bonus track added on of NIN covering 
Queen’s “Get Down, Make Love.” 


Land Of Talk -— Cloak 
and Cipher (sADDLE CREEK RECORDS) 


@Exit Through The Gift Shop 
(2010) - Directed by Banksy 


Up close look at the life of street artists like that 
of Banksy trying to change the world with a can 
of spray paint. 


City Island (2009) — Directed 
by Raymond De Felitta 


Dead Meadow - Three Kings 
(XEMU RECORDS) 


Adele — 21 (xucoLumeia) 

British songstress’ second full-length album gets 
even better than its two-time grammy-winning 
predecessor. 2! has more of a dark-bluesy- 
gospel-disco sound to it and Adele’s voice never 
fails to brighten your day 


RACHEL W. 


Keeper of the Mystery/Thrillers 
and so much more! 


Louis CK — Hilarious 

(COMEDY CENTRAL RECORDS) 

Louis CK is so precise and original in articulating 
his anger and confusion about the human con- 
dition that it’s... well, impossible to finish this 
sentence. Between his newer stand-up perfor- 
mances and his show Louie on the FX Channel, 
damned if he’s not the most original and neces- 
sary comedian working today. 


CJohnny Staccato (1959) - 


Directed by John Cassavetes 
Holy crap! John Cassavetes is a piano playing 
jazz musician in Greenwich Village who moon- 
lights as a private detective! This show often 
smacks of what square TV executives in the 
’50s thought the hip Beat Generation was like, 
and it’s fun as hell with great location photog- 
raphy and moments of the truly bizarre. Cas- 
savetes himself directed about a quarter of 
the episodes, and the affable charm that makes 
him so appealing as an actor in Husbands and 
Mikey and Nicky is apparent in spades in every 
episode. 


@ America Lost and Found: 
The BBS Story 


BBS was one of the first independent produc- 
tion companies to rise from the ashes of the 
smoldering Old Hollywood dinosaurs during 
the late-1960s. Through their output was rela- 
tively small, their influence was mighty, produc- 
ing five of the best American movies ever made: 
Easy Rider, Head, The Last Picture Show, and per- 
sonal all-time favorites Five Easy Pieces and King 
of Marvin Gardens.Also included on this box set 
is the until-now impossible to find Drive, He Said 
directed by Jack Nicholson, and Henry Jaglom’s 
A Safe Place, not to mention scads of interviews 
with everyone involved. Especially enlightening 
is the time spent with director Bob Rafelson; 
who looks back on the BBS days with painful 
clarity, humor, and self-deprication. 


@ The Killer Inside Me (2010) - 
Directed by Michael 
WinterbottOm 

Jim Thompson stories are about shiftless schem- 
ing lowlifes who do bad things and have worse 
things happen to them. Movie adaptations 
throughout the years are as uneven as the nov- 
els themselves. 1990 kicked out two of the best: 
After Dark, My Sweet starring the underrated 
Jason Patric, and Stephen Frears’ The Grifters. 
Since then it’s been a lot of straight-to-video, 
which makes sense since the original stories 
themselves are of that pulpy disposable caliber. 
The Killer Inside Me is a cut above: instantly more 
classy by keeping the 1950s period, and full of 
unflinching realistic violence that will scare the 
crap out of you. Starring two of the best North 
American actors working today: Casey Affleck 
and Elias Koteas. Definitely not for everyone, 
but if you enjoy western swing or watching Jes- 
sica Alba get punched in the head then this is 
for you! 


Andreya Triana — Lost Where I 


Belong (NINATUNE) 

Though pure trip-hop is as dead as the art of let- 
ter writing, its ghosts are thankfully malingering 
around the periphery of many new electronic 
vocal albums. Most lovely is Andreya Triana’s de- 
but, which is produced by Bonobo and is a nice 
extension to the two swell tracks on his newest 
album Black Sands. Husky and earnest vocals on 
top of acoustic instrumentation and electronic 
loops, giving us gals a new favorite album to sip 
tea and pine to. 


Tip: 

Before he became a tabloid splashy gazillionaire who 
makes uncomfortable appearances on all sorts of popular 
music variety programs, Paul McCartney made the album 
Ram. It’s still good. 


ROBERT EDWIN 
HAINES 


Fresh out of give a fucks. 


OFF! - First Four EPs 7” (vice) 

As original singer for Black Flag & later the 
Circle Jerks’ Keith Morris was a key player at 
ground zero of American hardcore. Now near- 
ing 60 years old he returns from an indefinite 
Circle Jerks hiatus with a new band that includes 
L.A. punk/powerpop legend Steve McDonald of 
Redd Kross as well as San Diego hardcore drum- 
mer Mario Rubacalba & Burning Brides guitarist 
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Dimitri Coats that plays real deal 1981 style bot- 
tle in a cops face hardcore. Originally released 
as a boxed set of four 7” EPs & now available as 
a CD this is corrosive balls out raging jams to 
skate & vandalize to. Each song is a killer but the 
leadoff “Black Thoughts” & the thrashing “I Don’t 
Belong” & “Upside Down’’(the last two available 
for your video viewing pleasure on YouTube) are 
among the standouts. The sound of a veteran 
punker like Morris delivering bile like “Now I’m 
Pissed” & “Fuck People” calls out all the kids to 
get back to the garage & get it right. They even 
get in a nice name check to fallen L.A. punk ca- 
sualty Jeffrey Lee Pierce on the song of the same 
name. Classic L.A. punk artist Raymond Pettibon 
does all the cover & booklet art to lend that 
cryptic darkness only he can encapsulate visu- 
ally, a perfect foil for the music. At an age when 
most sellouts are telling the kids to turn down 
the noise or get off their lawn nice to see a true 
believer not afraid to grow old hatefully. 


The Fresh & Onlys — Play It 


Strange (INTHE RED) 

The first studio LP from the ever prolific, pre- 
viously home recorded, Onlys builds on all the 
strengths of myriad earlier releases while push- 
ing things in exciting new directions. Rather than 
simply cleaning up the usual lo-fi sound, producer 
Tim Green (The Nation Of Ulysses/The Fuck- 
ing Champs) adds punch to the grittier mate- 
rial while enabling the more subtle, elusive ele- 
ments of songs like the lilting opener “Summer 
Of Love” to have a delicacy the Onlys had never 
achieved before. Stompers like “Until The End Of 
Time,” “Be My Hooker” & “Plague Of Frogs” have 
as much punch as the home recorded releases, 
while more complex tracks like the incred- 
ible single “Waterfall” & “Tropical Island Suite” 
are able to be fully realized creations. “Tropical 
Island” is particularly notable for combining a 
rampaging opening section that is the hardest hit- 
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ting part of the album before descending out of 
a feedback haze into a lazy calypso piano coda 
dream finish. The band also incorporates acous- 
tic guitar textures into the finger snapping “Red 
Light,Green Light” & the ultra catchy live favorite 
“Fascinated,” as well as keyboard strings on the 
beautiful closer “I’m a Thief,” a song that marries 
a tough heartbreaker lyric to a sweet melody that 
recalls Little Peggy March’s 1963 chart topper, “I 
Will Follow Him.” The finest pure pop record of 
2010 is the result. 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4AD) 


The mercurial Ariel Pink’s previous releases have 
often felt like an inconsistent hodge-podge due 
to being mostly compiled from various home 
recorded sessions from — in some cases — 
several years apart. For his 4AD debut, Ariel has 
assembled a real band & finally conceived a re- 
cording designed to be an LP. The results encap- 
sulate the best aspects of his previous material 
(offhand melodies, a loose casual feel & a playful 
exuberance vocally) while inching ever closer to 
real songcraft.A funky mostly instrumental intro 
track leads into the joyous super catchy cover 
of the 1966 obscurity, “Bright Lit Blue Skies” by 
the Rockin’ Ramrods, a perfect instrument for 
Pink’s talents. The albums’ centerpiece is the 
back-to-back John Travolta fucking his reflection 
in the mirror disco anthems “Round & Round” 
& “Beverly Kills,” with Tim Koh’s basslines front 
and center to give you that cocaine drip in your 
throat feeling. He even throws in a yacht rockin’ 
slow jam like “Can’t Hear My Eyes” to keep the 
party going. All in all a near perfect step up from 
the underground to the spotlight. 


Who Is Harry Nilsson & Why 
Is Everybody Talking About 
Him? (2010) — Directed by 
John Scheinfeld 


A beautiful, loving portrait of the incredibly tal- 
ented & troubled singer-songwriter traces his 
rise from a troubled, impoverished childhood 
to a Grammy-winning, chart-topping performer 
and his subsequent descent into alcohol & drug 
induced self sabotage through questionable ar- 
tistic and business decisions. His surviving con- 
temporaries & collaborators offer their insights 
amid mindblowing rare performance footage 
from TV appearances. Nilsson’s incredible voice 
is best known as an interpreter of other song- 
writers’ work (his classic rendition of Fred Neil’s 
“Everybody’s Talkin” from the Midnight Cowboy 
soundtrack & No. | single version of Badfinger’s 
“Without You”) but his own twisted & artful 
compositions survive as a timeless riff on Tin 


Pan Alley traditions informed by his own unique 
sense of humor & the absurd. Nilsson’s often 
booze-sodden friendship with John Lennon ul- 
timately led to his leaving music behind to be- 
come a gun control advocate following Lennon’s 
tragic murder in 1980. If you are only familiar 
with his hits you owe it to yourself to get the 
broader picture of a unique talent. 


Sound Of Siam: Leftfield 
Luk-Thung, Jazz & Molam in 
Thailand 1964-1975 — 

Various Artists GOUNDWaY) 

The kind folks at Soundway have been providing 
adventurous listeners with unusual and revela- 
tory treats from all over the world for several 


years and this collection stands with the finest. 


Nineteen killer tracks from the politically re- 
pressive ’60s & ’70s Far East nation of Thailand 
that run the gamut from funky grooves, skanking 
reggae guitars & wild jazzy elements while also 
incorporating traditional roots of Thai classi- 
cal music. Some tracks also recall the mournful 
sounds going on in both revolutionary Africa & 
South America during the same period. This is all 
the more fascinating due to the fact that political 
oppression in all three regions made it impos- 
sible for them to be familiar with each others 
music. All killer & zero filler on this captivating 
document. 


Tip: 
If you care about what becomes a permanent mark upon 
your body, go to Clifton Carter’s LIGHTHOUSE TATTOO. 


ROBERTOS 2010 
REVISIT 


There wasn’t a whole lot that got me excited 

music or movie wise in 2010. In fact, besides 

my nephew being born and our local team 
finally winning baseball’s world champion- 

ship, last year as a whole is definitely on the 
backburner. Therefore, while these aren’t my 
all-time favorite albums, this list is a handful of 
titles you might have missed which are worth at 

least a listen and should still be readily available by 

the time this booklet hits our shelves. 


Cee-Lo Green - The Lady 
Killer (ELEKTRA RECORDS) 

I first knew of this dude when | heard him rap- 
pin’ on the Goodie Mob single, “Cell Therapy.” 
Many of you have heard him as a singer on the 
song “Crazy,” as a part of the award-winning 


group Gnarls Barkley. This solo project contin- 
ues down the singing path, with standout tracks 
like “Bodies” and “Old Fashioned.” 


The Roots — How ! Got Over 
(DEF JAM RECORDINGS) 


Celph Titled & Buckwild 

(of D.I.T.C.) - Nineteen Ninety 
Now (NO SLEEP RECORDINGS) 

If understood correctly, Celph Titled was able 
to pick from Buckwild’s original production 
from back in the day for the tracks on this proj- 
ect. Guests include well-known MCs like A.G., 
Grand Puba, Vinnie Paz, and Chino XL. 


Ras Kass & DJ Rhettmatic — 
A.D.I.D.A.S. (All Day | Dream 
About Spittin) 

(RE-UP ENTERTAINMENT) 


JR & PH7 - The Update 
(SOULSPAZM RECORDS) 

This album spans a good chunk of the globe, 
with the two producers hailing from Germany 
and the MCs from places like Michigan and 
California. Evidence, Edo. G and Sean Price are 
among some the voices you might recognize on 
this record. 


Tip: 

Although not all of them are hip-hop, the mix tape area 
located in the Hip-hop section of the SF store has a wide 
variety of treats new and old. If you're looking for a new 
take on some classic soul, obscure beats, or a blend of lo- 
cal MC’s material you haven’t heard yet, chances are you'll 
find it here. Sayonara! 


STACEY 


Just tell me what you want. 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted 
Graffiti - Before Today (4Ap) 


The Bye Bye Blackbirds — 


Tour E.P. 2010 (eye BYE BLACKBIRDS) 
Limited Edition of 100 


Kathryn Calder - Are You My 


Mother? (FILE UNDER: MUSIC) 
member of New Pornographers and former 
member of Immaculate Machine 
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Paul Collins - King of Power 
Pop (ALIVE RECORDS) 


Elvis Costello & 
The Attractions — Live At 
Hollywood High (Hip-o RECORDS) 


William Duke - Presents... 


The Sunrise and The Night 
(KOOL KAT MUSIK) 


The Plimsouls — Live! Beg, 
Borrow & Steal (ALIVE RECORDS) 


The Posies — Blood/Candy 
(RYKODISC) 


Dwight Twilley —- Green Blimp 
(BIG OAK RECORDS) 


Tip: 

Two great books by Bay Area music geeks: 

Music: What Happened by Scott Miller (Game Theory/ 
Loud Family) 

SA Wizard A True Star:Todd Rundgren in the Studio 
by Paul Myers 


STEELEE 


Everything’s in mint condition. 
Only played ’em once. Pretty rare stuff. 


Foetus — Hide (Ectopic ENTS) 

Never write an old kook off. He might surprise 
you with a career-defining moment, like this 
mishmash of cinematic bombast and seething, 
melodic (yup!) tooth-grind. 


Pussygutt — Gathering 
Strengths (OLDE ENGLISH SPELLING BEE) 
Boise violin/bass/drums duo stays the slow 
and low course. Probably great for shadowy, 
super-involved video game play, and certainly 
the only good thing about Idaho. They’ve 
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changed their name recently to something 
more awkward than Pussygutt, if you can 
imagine that. | can’t even bring myself to say 
the new name, sorry. Look it up on that ma- 
chine of yours. 


San Francisco Water Cooler — 


II (SUN SNEEZE) 

Next in the series of uncomfortable (unfortu- 
nate?) band names comes this trio, who hock 
up a gauzy, unkempt and thoroughly satisfying 
psychedelic pummel. They now live in the town 
their name lampoons, so expect some shows 
this year. 


Sun City Girls — Funeral 


Mariachi (AgDucTION) 

If you’d been paying SUPER-close attention to 
these free-pranksters over the decades, you 
may have guessed that they could’ve done a 
record this straight and flat-out beautiful. There 
have been scattered moments and tunes like 
this over the years. You'd have never guessed it 
would be this amazing, however. Here, you are 
allowed to enter into their world unscathed by 
the twin hydra of misanthropy and atonality that 
turn off so many potential listeners. Here, they 
are for everyone. 


Tip: 

On the reissue tip: Soft Boys, Beasts Of Bourbon, Ground- 
hogs, and (yes) Sun City Girls. On the RIP tip, our good 
Captain Beefheart. 


TARIN 


My choices for this book were my six 
favorite In-Store performances in 
2010... and believe it or not, | also 
listen to all six of these albums on a 
fairly regular basis. Check them out, 
you just might be surprised! 


JOnsi — Go (xL RECORDING) 

Picture it, Record Store Day, April 17, 2010, 
Amoeba San Francisco is full of music lovers, 
musicians, and of course Jonsi of Sigur Ros. Jonsi 
agreed to perform as part of our Record Store 
Day celebrations and not only did he completely 
pack Amoeba full of fans but also with peace... 
that may sound a little lame but it’s true! This 
joyful Icelander filled the store with warmth and 
compassion, his sweet voice and powerful melo- 
dies had the whole store smiling. | love listen- 
ing to Go when | need a pick me up, and a little 
warmth in my own life. 


Band of Horses — 


Infinite Arms (coLumBiA) 

Band of Horses was one of the largest in-stores 
for the San Francisco store in 2010 for very ob- 
vious reasons. On May 29, hundreds of fans lined 
up outside of Amoeba San Francisco starting at 
7am, and by show time at |2 noon the store 
was totally packed! Band of Horses was a group 
that | didn’t know very well at all prior to the 
in-store performance, but by the last song | had 
definitely become a fan. They are also very nice 
guys... and that always helps! 


The Stone Foxes — 


Bears & Bulls (SELF RELEASED) 

The Stone Foxes performed at Amoeba 
San Francisco on July 7, 2010, and | can hon- 
estly admit that this was the first in-store per- 
formance in two years that | went out in to 
the audience to watch and experience from 
the front. Most shows | stay to the side of 
the stage (for various reasons), but their sound 
was really rock’n, and | felt moved to become 
an audience member. These local Bay Area guys 
not only have great musical chemistry but they 
really seem to love what they do. Check out 
their newest album titled Bears & Bulls, you 
won't be disappointed! 


Beak> -— Beak> 

(IPECAC RECORDINGS) 

Beak> is a trio of British blokes including Portis- 
head’s producer/instrumentalist Geoff Barrow. 
The trio’s self-titled album speaks loud to the 
psyche and creates acid like dreams... well, that 
may be a touch too much, but if | where haft- 
ing the bottle after a hard days work | want to 
listen to Beak>. They performed at Amoeba San 
Francisco on September 8, 2010, and as | closed 
my eyes they took me on quite a trip. If | had 
to bake Beak> in a pie | would have to add two 
cups pretty rock, one cup slightly psychedelic, 
with a tablespoon of electronica... and then you 
would have a nice hot Beak> pie. Go ahead, take 
the trip, and take a bite. 


Local Natives — 


Gorilla Manner (FRENCH KISS) 

Local Natives arrived to do an in-store perfor- 
mance at Amoeba San Francisco on September 
21, 2010 in a big ol’ shinny tour bus, and | was 
like... SERIOUSLY, who are these guys? Five 
handsome indie kids walked off the tour bus and 
ended up playing to a packed house! These guys 
with their catchy melodies and perfect harmo- 
nies seriously impressed me, and I’ve become a 
big fan. 


Die Antwoord — $0$ (CHERRYTREE/ 
INTERSCOPE RECORDS) 

The slightly awkward South African YouTube 
sensations Die Antwoord graced us with their 
presence on October [5, 2010... and all | can 
say is that this was one of the most entertain- 
ing shows I’ve ever seen. Their debut full-length 
album $0$ is not only clever but hilarious. | 
fully recommend it to everyone with a sense of 
humor, and who may enjoy South African rap/ 
hip-hop. | also have a new found appreciation 
for Dark Side of the Moon boxer shorts! Thanks 
Ninja, wink! 


Tip: 
The trombone IS a very sexy instrument... so there! 


TONY GREEN 


Stoneleigh Savignon Blanc 2006 - 
the bomb! 


Gilmour, Grayson - 


No Constellation (FLYING NUN) 

Among all the fine re-releases on the re-activat- 
ed, re-tooled, and back in the hands of original 
head honcho Roger Shepherd, New Zealand’s 
Flying Nun label has started dipping a toe back 
into new artists, and has unearthed a real gem in 
Grayson Gilmour’s “No Constellation.” 


Beck, Elliot Smith, John Lennon, and, to some 
small extent, the artists from the label's heyday 
in the early to mid-’80s are all present in this 
melodic but sonically intriguing release. 


A great greater for things yet to come! 
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AARON DETROIT 


www.theloverswill.com 


James Blake —- James Blake 
(ATLAS) 

Essential release of 2011. This kid (22!!) has 
moved from his quite good dubstep EPs to a 
mind-blowing electronic soul LP. all in the course 
of a year. Heartbreaking & heavenly. 


P] Harvey - Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT) 

PJ has never made a misstep to my ears and Let 
England Shake keeps with that stellar trajectory. 
The album is more serious in tone than 2009's 
collaboration with John Parish yet more musi- 
cally upbeat compared to 2007’s wonderfully 
stark White Chalk LP. Instantly classic. 


Robert Turman - The Way Out 
(DAIS) 

A long lost Experimental/Minimal Synth/Indus- 
trial/Electronic collage masterpiece from the 
cooler half of the original NON. Dug up by the 
always quality Dais Records. Limited to 500 cop- 
ies worldwide.Yr turntable needs this. 


Cult of Youth — Cult of Youth 
(SACRED BONES) 

East Coast pagan folkers with punkish edges 
move to the hip Sacred Bones roster for their 
sophomore LP — and with their swagger fully 
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intact. This is a giant leap forward for the band, 
pushing COY’s usual scrappy acoustic spurns 
into awesome trips of dark psychedelia and 
dusty Americana. 


# Teknolust (2002) — Directed 


by Lynn Hershman-Leeson 
Fantastic and funny feminist-arthouse-sci-fi film 
starring Tilda Swinton as a geneticist who uses 
her own DNA in order to breed three self- 
replicating clones. The clones need the male Y 
chromosome in order to survive and go about 
collecting it in, erm, interesting ways. The film 
holds the distinction as the very first to be shot 
on HD and is now available for the very first 
time on DVD. You'll never look at condoms or 
tea in the same way ever again. 


ANDREW 


Dead in a web 


Zola Jesus — Valusia (sAcrED BONES) 
Stop wasting time. If you haven’t checked this 


— or her — out yet, you need to get into it! 
ASAP! 


Rihanna-— Loud (DEF JA) 
| won’t deny my love for Rihanna. This album 
rules. 


OMD - History of Modern 
(BRIGHT ANTENNA) 

Oh man, do | love me some OMD! OMD never 
lost it. 


Nine Inch Nails — Pretty Hate 


Machine (Bicycle MUSIC COMPANY) 
| forgot how much | loved the track “Sin” until 
the re-issue came out. Now it’s on repeat. 


Abe Vigoda — Crush 

(POST PRESENT MEDIA) 

| had this awesome talk with a customer once 
about how Abe Vigoda’s Crush reminded us of 
The Cure playing on a haunted tropical beach. 


Killing the Dream — Lucky Me 
(DEATHWISH INC) 

Killing the Dream never ceases to amaze me, 
ever! 


ANEL 


Beth Ditto —- Open Heart 


Surgery EP 12” 
Only available on 12”. 


Kelis — Flesh Tone (Aa) 


La Roux — La Roux (CHERRYTREE 
RECORDS) 


Ely Guerra — Hombre Invisible 
(SONY UK/ZOOM) 


@ The Girl With the Dragon 
Tattoo (2010) - Directed by 
Niels Arden Oplev 


Mala Rodriguez — Dirty Bailari- 
Nd (UNIVERSAL IMPORT) 


@ The Girl Who Played With 
Fire (2010) - Directed by Dan- 
iel Alfredsson 


ANNIE 


Suavecita 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 


Deerhunter — Halcyon Digest 
(44D) 


G.I. Disco — Various Artists (885) 


Washed Out - Life of Leisure 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


The Sword —- Warp Riders 
(KEMADO) 


BENNETT 


Aloe Blacc - Good Things 
(STONES THROW) 


Cumbia Bestial — Various 
Artists (CHUSMA RECORDS) 


Treme: Music From the HBO 
Original Series, Season I - 
Various Artists (GEFFEN RECORDS) 


Cee-Lo Green -The Lady Killer 
(GEFFEN RECORDS) 


Sofrito: Tropical Discotheque —- 
Various Artists (sorrito) 


Brand New Wayo: Funk, Fast 
Times & Nigerian Boogie 
Badness 1979-1983 — Various 
Artists (coms & RAZOR) 


Dennis Brown - Crown Prince 
of Reggae Singles 1972-1985 
2CD/DVD vp ReEcorRDs) 


Colm K & Freestyle 
Mellowship — Dancing Skulls 
10” (BASTARD BOOTS) 


Alice Russell - Citizens/All of 


My World 7” (LiTTLe POPPET/DIFFER-ANT 
RECORDINGS) 


Greenwood Rhythm Coalition 
— Cumbia Kikuchi/Regresar A 
Cali 7” (NAMESYOU CAN (NYC) TRUST) 


D] Day - Kossa 7” 

(ANTHEM RECORDS) 

First Friday Super Jam 10 Yr. Anniversary Com- 
memorative One Sided 7” w/ Limited Edition 
Screen Print on the B-Side. 


Adele - Rolling In the Deep 
(XL RECORDINGS/COLUMBIA RECORDS) 


Matt Nelkin —- Boom Bap 
Riddims 12” 
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BRAD 


The Soft Moon - The Soft 
Moon (CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Puro Instinct —- Headbangers 
In Ecstacy (MEXICAN SUMMER) 


The Decemberists —The King 
Is Dead (caPiToL) 


Hercules & Love Affair — 
Blue Songs (MOSHI MOSHI) 


Esben & the Witch — 
Violet Cries (MATADOR) 


Mogwai — Hardcore Will Never 
Die But You Will (sus Pop) 


La Sera — La Sera (HARDLY ART) 
Light Asylum - In Tension EP 


P]) Harvey — Let England 
Shake (isLaNb) 


Dom - Sun Bronzed 
Greek Gods (AsTRALWERKS) 


Tip: 
read my blog....www.amoeba.com/brad 


BRENDAN 


Underworld — Barking 
(OM RECORDS) 


British Sea Power —- Valhalla 
Dancehall (ROUGHTRADE) 


David Bowie - Station to 
Station (Deluxe Edition) (Em) 


© Doctor Who: The Complete 
Fifth Series (2010) 


O The Venture Bros: Season 4, 
Vol. I (2010) 
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BRIAN G. 


The Twilight Sad - The Wrong 


Car 12” (FATCAT RECORDS) 
In September 2010, Scottish shoegazers The 
Twilight Sad released their first new-ish mate- 
rial since the previous September (their sopho- 
more album, Forget The Night Ahead). The Wrong 
Car is a four-song EP, released as a 12” single 
only, featuring two new tracks recorded during 
the album sessions, and two remixes of album 
tracks. The title track opens with delicate piano 
plunks as the guitar rage builds, then erupts 
with a drum burst before the cinematic, lilting 
string arrangement comes out of the ether. Lead 
singer James Graham's impassioned vocals and 
typically-moroseful lyrics paint the picture of an 
undoubtedly desperate situation. As the song 
ebbs and crescendoes across seven-and-a-half 
minutes, Graham’s vocals become ever-increas- 
ingly intense, flailing, and seemingly singing for 
his life. It's a dramatic, disheartening affair that, 
while it would have fit perfectly on Forget The 
Night Ahead, is such a highlight that it lends itself 
perfectly to a stand-alone release. The second 
of the new tracks, “Throw Yourself Into The Wa- 
ter Again,” is one of the band’s angriest, 
most bitter rockers — opening with 
the lacerating line, “And we're danc- 
ing over your grave” — stomping 
drums and bombastic fuzz-guitar 
riffs galore. On the B-side of re- 
mixes, fellow Scottish post-rockers 
Mogwai give Forget The Night Ahead bal- 
lad, “The Room,” an electronic makeover, 
with the gentle piano still intact, and Scot- 
tish electronic musicians Errors turn The 
Sad’s “Reflection Of The Television” into a 
thumping house banger. Since the EP’s 
release, James Graham has noted that 
the direction of the band’s third album 
has mostly done away with their wall-of- 
sound approach in favor of more keyboards 
and electronics, which would make the featured 
remixes a perfect bridge into the future. | ea- 
gerly await the results. In the meantime, I’m spin- 
ning The Wrong Car ad nauseam — | can’t get 

enough of it. 


Cherry Ghost - Beneath 


This Burning Shoreline 

(HEAVENLY RECORDS) 

Cherry Ghost will probably never find an Amer- 
ican audience. There has not been a domestic 
release of either of their two albums; their Brit- 
ish record label, Heavenly Records, despite their 
best efforts having released three singles (to 
date) from this album, has seemingly given up 


on the band (the falling-out with parent com- 
pany EMI notwithstanding); and the British press 
that had been spouting the band as buzzworthy 
when CG appeared in 2007 has largely forgotten 
about them as well (‘tis the nature of any music 
press anyway). All | can say is it’s their loss— 
Cherry Ghost’s second album Beneath This Burn- 
ing Shoreline is a bona fide masterpiece. Equal 
parts Smiths and Sinatra, lead singer/guitarist/ 
composer Simon Aldred spins tales of haunted 
lovers, desperate workingmen, loss, faith, misery, 
perseverance, death — all the loaded subjects. 
And while it all sounds too heavy on paper, the 
band pulls off all 13 tracks with epic grandeur, 
buoyancy, and gravitas; never sinking into com- 
plete despair (“Diamond In The Grind” comes 
the closest), as a soothing string arrangement 
often delivers a song’s redemption. The bubbly 
anthems “Black Fang” and “Kissing Strangers,” 
as well as the country-fied “Only A Mother,” 
perfectly balance the uplifting with the album’s 
darker cuts, like the unnerving “A Month Of 
Mornings” and the twangy gothic murder mys- 
tery, “The Night They Buried Sadie Clay.” Fans of 
Doves, Wilco, and The National will find much to 
love with Cherry Ghost. 


The Radio Dept. — Passive 


Aggressive: Singles 2002-2010 
(LABRADOR) 

At long last, a compilation that gathers a sorely 
underappreciated band’s best bits from the past 
eight years. Sweden's The Radio Dept. have been 
consistently brilliant from day one; they special- 
ize in crafting dreamy guitar pop, and occasional 
forays into twee-electronica have proven the 
band’s versatility while remaining wholly en- 
gaging. Across three incredible studio albums, 
the band has left much of their best material 
for non-album singles and EPs. While any track 
from the first disc of this collection would make 
a great introduction, my favorite will probably 
always be “Pulling Our Weight” from 2003. But 
not to overlook such gems as “The Worst Taste 
In Music,” “This Past Week,” “Where Damage 
Isn’t Already Done,” or their excellent cover of 
The Go-Betweens’ “Bachelor Kisses.” The sec- 
ond disc in this set features a handful of B-sides 
and unreleased tracks, which is not only perfect 
for the first-time listener, but also essential for 


collectors (and maybe those fans who weren't 
able to get ahold of one of their numerous 
blink-and-you-miss-it releases). Passive Aggressive 
is only a milepost — this is where they've been, 
now stay tuned for where they're headed... 


The Soft Moon - The Soft 


Moon (CAPTURED TRACKS) 

The Soft Moon (a.k.a. Luis Vasquez) creates 
driving, brooding, lo-fi Krautrock. On his debut 
self-titled album, the mood is dark, tense, and 
dense, the vocals are barely-there, and before 
you know it...it’s over. Like a long-lost rarities 
collection from Joy Division or a very-aggro Can 
that doesn’t overstay its welcome but casts quite 
a long shadow, and sits nicely next to modern 
contemporaries Wild Nothing, at least in terms 
of emotional resonance. Sounds pitch-perfect 
for night drives and bedsit wallflowering. 


Yuck — Yuck (Fat possum RECORDS) 
Daydream Nation-era Sonic Youth noise collides 
with hazy shoegaze on Yuck’s self-titled debut al- 
bum.The album is a sunny, careening trip through 
a brief history of three decades of British un- 
derground and American alternative music, from 
the Dinosaur Jr-dashing opener “Get Away,” 
the breezy single “Georgia,” the dreamy pop of 
“Stutter,’ the Teenage Fanclub-copping jangler 
“Sunday,” and the slow-burning one-two punch 
of closing instrumental “Rose Gives A Lilly” and 
the magnum sonic-noise opus/epic “Rubber. 
Get past the crude album artwork and let Yuck 
soundtrack your summer. 


CAROL 


Little Fish —- Baffled and Beat 
(CUSTARD) 


Dirtbombs - Party Store (INTHE 
RED RECORDS) 


Lucinda Williams — Blessed 
(LOST HIGHWAY) 


Wanda Jackson - The Party 
Ain’t Over (NONESUCH) 


P}] Harvey - Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT RECORDS) 


The Fleshtones [Featuring 
Lenny Kaye] - Brooklyn Sound 
Solution (yep ROC RECORDS) 
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CHRIS CARMENA 


Electronic & Dub Techno Picks 


DeepChord Presents Echo- 
space — Liumin (MODERN LOVE) 


Donato Dozzy — K (FURTHER RE- 
CORDS) 


Games - Everything Is Working 
7”? (HIPPOS IN TANKS) 


Martin Schulte — Silent Stars 
(RARENOISE RECORDS) 


J.S. — Reworks 12” (styRAx LEAVES) 


CV313 - Seconds To Forever 
12%? (ECHOSPACE (DETROIT)) 


Ambient and Experimental Picks 
Nest — Retold (sEREIN) 


Rafael Anton Irisarri — 
The North Bend (Room 40) 


Rene Hell — Violin Petal 
(Auden) (arsor) 


Grouper -— Hold / Sick 7” 
(ROOM 40) 


Motion Sickness of Time 

Travel - Seeping Through The 

Veil of The Unconscious (pDicITALIs) 
Rock Picks 


Wild Nothing - Gemini (capTuRED 
TRACKS) 


The Soft Moon - The Soft 
Moon (CAPTURED TRACKS) 


The Drums - The Drums 
(DOWNTOWN MUSIC) 


00000 - 00000 EP (TRIANGLE) 
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Sun Kil Moon — Admiral Fell 
Promises (CALOVERDE RECORDS) 


Future Islands — In Evening Air 
(THRILL JOCKEY) 


CHRISTIAN 


Peter Gordon & Love Of Life 
Orchestra — Love of Life Or- 
chestra (DFA) 


John Roberts — Glass Eights 12” 
(DIAL) 


Motor City Drum Ensemble -— 
Raw Cuts Vol. I (FACES RECORDS) 


Melvins — The Bride Screamed 


Murder (\PECAc) 
Melvins rule. 


Superlongevity 5 12”- 
Various Artists (PERLON) 


POPS 


Nomad 


Dave Bartholomew -— 
Shrimp and Gumbo 7” (2010 


re-release) (JUKEBOX JAM SERIES) 

Though often pricey for the original, | love my 
45s. Hence the reason | try to keep it down 
to the essentials. Dave Bartholomew’s “Shrimp 
and Gumbo” is one of them. And now I’ve got 
a couple of re-issued copies out of Amoeba’s 45 
section that can be played out. WHAT! Call it 
tropical, call it Latin. Whatever it is, it'll make you 
move that rump.Any R&B, Soul or Latin aficiona- 
dos should pick this 45 up. My favorite re-issue 
so far in the last few months. It’ll get any party 
jump started. 


Keb Darge & Little Edith’s 
Legendary Rockin’ R&B - 
Various Artists (8&) 

If early R&B is yer game, grab this one when you 
come across it. Everyone from Johnny Guitar 
Watson to Big Maybelle is on this comp. It’s the 
lesser known artists like The Mariners and The 
Electras that’ll have you completely gobsmacked 


though. Yes, | know. | used to turn my nose up to 
compilations as well. These days it’s half of what 
| listen to.Try finding a 45 or MP3 of any of these 
artists and you'll see what I’m talking about. It’s 
that kind of music that’ll have you asking, “What 
do you call this music?” Gotta love it. 


Ramesses -— Take The Curse 
(RITUAL PRODUCTIONS) 

Shiver thy timbers ye puny mortals! Ramesses 
keep keepin’ it evil as usual. These Dorset Eng- 
landites bring more lambs to the altar in Take 
The Curse. Ever since the first EPR We Will Lead 

You To Glorious Times, Ramesses have con- 
tinued to breathe hellfire on all that cross 

their path. DOOM DOOM AND MORE 

DOOM! Ramesses have spawned a hugely 
impressive second full-length album that all 
metal heads should consider giving a listen. 


Roc Marciano —- Marcberg 
(FAT BEATS) 

Are you tired of over-produced hip- 
hop albums? Are you sick of (rappers) 
wearing sunglasses at night? Do you 
cringe when you see (rappers) throw 
temper tantrums like a baby in a 
high chair on a daily basis? If so, you 
should try...Marcberg! Beats, pro- 
duction, lyrics. Check check check 
and one more check. HIP-HOP IS 
STILL ALIVE! Why? Roc Marciano. 
Nuff said. 


Omar Souleyman - Jazeera 
Nights: Folk & Pop Sounds of 


Syria (SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 

WELL.At first | thought it was just kinda funny. 
Then | was like, “what?” Then | was like, “hold 
up!” Then | was like...well, you get the picture. 
Omar Souleyman is a legend in his home coun- 
try of Syria. He’s put out over 500 mixed tapes 
since the early-’90s and this is just a taste of 
what he could do to your party. I’m usually not 
a fan of something so uptempo (and dancey) but 
now Omar Souleyman is the exception. One 
part dance music, one part traditional Middle 
Eastern beats, and very listenable. Get in yer car 
and roll to this. 


Intronaut — Valley Of Smoke 
(CENTURY MEDIA) 

| had to add Intronaut’s Valley of Smoke.Very im- 
pressive band. I’ve been listening to this album 
since | copped it. So should you. Intronaut are 
well versed in heavier music and continue to 
prove their capabilities in Valley of Smoke. 






















CODY 


Women - Public Strain 
(AGJAGUWAR) 
Women is comprised of four young men who 
seem to operate with a single hive mind. There 
is no clear leader within the group corralling 
these various noises into a unified direction; 
instead, sounds bubble up and play out as they 
see fit, resulting in a dense, hypnotic blend of 
contrasting concepts that pile onto one another 
like some kind of delicious sound-stew. Public 
Strain, recorded in Alberta during a snowstorm, 
is dominated by feedback, distortion, and that 
tape-hiss production that the kids just love 
these days. But this is not another simple 
garage-pop outfit to add to that growing pile, 
Women blend much more sinister aspects 
into their music: songs lurch forward with 
the deliberate marching percussion favored 
by all those old German dudes, vocals 
switch suddenly from tender monotone 
to weird, disjointed harmonies, tower- 
ing walls of abstract noise crumble sud- 
denly to give way to a brief but beautiful 
melody. At its best moments, it’s almost 
poppy — these guys will occasionally 
lock into a moment that sounds like 
Brian Wilson-inspired sunshine pop, 
only by four dudes who have never ac- 
tually seen the sun. The sound will rise 
and cascade away, making way for the next 
paranoid conclusion or moment of fragile beau- 
ty. Public Strain may come across at first listen as 
something inhumanely distant or impenetrably 
dense, but each subsequent play reveals a new 
layer, an overlooked piece to the puzzle that will 
add to the sense of wonder. Buried beneath the 
frost is a sweetly warm heart. Go find it. 


Cody’s List of Awesome Docs 


Can we all agree that 2010 was a particularly 
rad year for documentaries? | never considered 
myself a huge fan of the genre but lately it seems 
like there’s a brilliant new one to eat up every 
few weeks or so. Here’s an unranked list of a few 
of the best I’ve seen recently: 


@Who is Harry Nilsson 

(And Why is Everybody Talkin’ 
About Him?) - Directed by 
John Scheinfeld 


Nilsson was blessed with a breathtaking three- 
octave voice and a massive songwriting talent 
rarely matched before or since. However, like 
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VINYL 


VDVDs 
VW BLU-RAY 


BERKELEY - 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE - (510) 549-1125 
SAN FRANCISCO - 1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415) 831-1200 


Trade up to new sights and 
sounds or allow us to pay you 
cash for your unwanted items! 
We make house calls! 

For more info, check out 
Amoeba.com/sellstuff 
or call your local Amoeba! 


HOLLYWOOD - 6400 SUNSET BOULEVARD - (323) 245-6400 
AMOEBA.COM/SELLSTUFF + COLLECTIONS@AMOEBA.COM 





many of rock’s lost legends, he squandered both 
through a decades-long descent into alcoholism 
and obscurity. This frequently funny, truly loving, 
and ultimately deeply moving doc sits down with 
the people closest to him (including a lot of fa- 
mous faces) to explore why he rejected fame, 
and helps define a musical legacy that still hasn’t 
been given its proper due. 


The Tillman Story - 


Directed by Amir Bar-Lev 

We all remember the story of Pat Tillman, right? 
American-as-apple-pie football star gives up 
lucrative NFL deal, goes to fight for his coun- 
try, and dies under unclear circumstances. The 
government tried to play it off as an honor- 
able battlefield death to stir up jingoistic war- 
time support; the truth came out that he was 
killed accidentally by fellow US troops. While 
we may already know how it’ll play out, follow- 
ing the Tillman family as they piece together the 
clues to their late son’s death is a spellbinding 
and harrowing trip, particularly when watching 
his mother’s intense determination when faced 
with insurmountable opposition. This film also 
includes one of the most badass eulogies I’ve 
ever seen, courtesy of Pat’s youngest brother. 


@Exit Through the Gift Shop - 
Directed by Banksy 


| probably don’t even need to bother writing 
about this, right? Everyone’s already seen it and 
loves it, yeah? OK, well, if you haven't, do. It’s re- 
ally great! | won’t bore you with the details, be- 
cause they're worth experiencing fresh, but this 
is seriously one of the most entertaining movies 
all year. It, like everything Banksy touches, has 
developed a weird mythos surrounding it, with 
words like “pseudodocumentary” and “prank” 
being bandied about. It’s neither; it is merely a 
very entertaining portrait of a few eccentrics 
working in the now-almost-mainstream graffiti 
art culture. It’s also funny as hell, and frequently 
exhilarating, and gives you a few bits to think 
about on your way out of the theater (or off the 
couch or whatever). 


@ Jean-Michel Basquiat: 
Radiant Child — Directed by 


Tamra Davis 

Basquiat was super awesome. Tamra Davis (aka 
Mike D’s wife) is super awesome — between Bil- 
ly Madison, Half Baked, and Crossroads, she’s prob- 
ably directed your favorite movie. Back in 1985, 
they were buddies, and she shot a 20-minute 
interview with him, which developed decades 
later into this documentary. Fleshed out with in- 
terviews with Fab 5 Freddy, Julian Schnabel, and 
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others close to him, she mostly explores how, 
before his premature death of heroin overdose, 
he lurked just beneath superstardom and cul- 
tural ubiquity. This movie finally provides a clear 
illustration of the success and untimely death of 
the controversial young artist whose influence is 
still being defined today. 


@ Catfish — Directed by Ariel 


Schulman/Henry Joost 

Calling this a documentary is sort of a cheat, 
as many of the movie’s key moments are, if not 
wholly staged, at least a little guided towards 
their conclusions. But, ignoring that, this is a 
wonderfully entertaining movie. The film’s direct 
message of “sometimes people on the internet 
lie about who they are” was dismissed as too 
obvious by a lot of people, but beneath that are 
themes of modern alienation and the difficulty 
of truly connecting with a person. It’s a charac- 
ter study wrapped in a mystery pretending to 
be reality, but it plays out well, and ends on a 
fascinating — and relevant — note. 


Here’s some more I’m too tired to explicitly review, 
but you should still watch: 

- Restrepo (Harrowing Afghan war travelogue) 
- Waking Sleeping Beauty (The second 
coming of Disney, home grown) 

- | Knew it Was You: Rediscovering John 
Cazale (John Cazale is awesome, duh) 

- Until the Light Takes Us (Black metal is 
crazy, here’s why) 





DANIEL TURES 


Floor manager 
Aquarius, hi-fi enthusiast 


Tame Impala — Innerspeaker 
(MODULAR) 

Zowie!!! Aussie three-piece drops one of the 
year’s hottest slices of indie-rock, a masterfully 
assured tapestry of glistening, catchy psych-rock 
with songs and hooks for miles. Produced by 
Flaming Lip Dave Fridmann for superkaleido- 
scopic audio transdimensionality. Fans of Dun- 
gen, MGMT, Ariel Pink will dig! 


Dark Party — Light Years 

(OLD TACOMA RECORDS) 

The year is 30I11...Get on the electrodisco 
monorail with Eliott Lipp & Leo Ciccone aka 
Dark Party! Moody synths and peoplemoving 
beats for a dancetastic new decade. This is the 
REAL Tron soundtrack! 


Zion I — Atomic Clock 

(GOLD DUST MEDIA) 

The Bay Area’s finest hip-hop team keeps de- 
veloping their thought & sound in progressive 
directions! A tough mix of funky party beats 
and intelligent message, keeping alive the flame 
of the Golden Age rap sounds of De La, Native 
Tongues etc., with their own eclectic, stoney 415 
flavor. The clock is tickin’! 


Smith Westerns - Dye It 


Blonde (Fat Possum) 

Yeehoo! This Chicago garage-punk combo kicks 
up a perfect glammy summertime bubblegum 
noise on their sophomore slump. Ten perfect 
tracks of hazy riffs and sha-la falsettos to getcha 
movin’! 


The Greenhornes — “kx**” 
(WARNER BROS.) 

Cincinatti garage-rock heroes The Greenhornes 
are back in the saddle! They play an awesome 
blend that’s part classic "60s beat like the Cre- 
ation or The Sonics, part Nirvana-esque ’90s 
grunge. Craig Fox got his rhythm section back 
from Jack White (who stole them for the Ra- 
conteurs) and they’re back with a tough, moody 
new set of gems! 


Crocodiles — Sleep Forever 

(FAT POSSUM) 

Crocodiles KILL IT!!! Much like real crocodiles! 
This awesome San Diego shoegaze motorbeat 
duo whips up a searing Psychocandy sound on 


their debut — but this one beefs up the shoe- 
gaze pop and takes them all the way into glori- 
ous Primal Screamlandia. Much more developed 
and better produced and full of amazing tunes. 


Stereolab — Not Music (DRAG city) 
On their last full-length before an_ indefinite 
hiatus, Stereolab prove again that they are the 
timelords, unleashing majestic utopian pop over 
pulsing grooves and heavy drones. Some of the 
fluorescent cheerfulness of Chemical Chords 
tempered with darker themes. 


Jimmy Edgar — XXX (7) 

Detroit is back, reincarnated as young 808 wiz- 
ard J. Edgar! This album takes the electro beats, 
fat minor-key soulful synthlines and motorik 
textures of classic Juan Atkins and Stacey Pullen 
and adds plenty of pop R&B and ’80s sleaze. 


Death - Spiritual, Mental, 


Physical (prac city) 

Totally rockalyzing! Three black siblings from 
Detroit got inspired by The MC5 and The 
Stooges and recorded a scorching slab of heavy 
political proto-punk in the early-’70s, For the 
Whole World To See. When their label ordered a 
name change, they said no, and so it never saw 
the light of day til Drag City reissued it a couple 
years ago. These are more tough tracks from the 
same sessions. 


G.I. Disco — Various Artists (885) 
Red-hot dancefloor-packin’ set of lost ’80s free- 
style and electrodisco that was popular in West 
Germany in the Cold War years. All 12” mixes! 
Timex Social Club, BBQ Band, Freez, more! 


Heather Porcaro & the 
Heartstring Symphony - 
Heather Porcaro & the 
Heartstring Symphony 

Talented local chanteuse writes a great pop 
song and sings it in an unforgettably lovely voice! 
Catchy, heartstirring tunes with tight, creative 
rock arrangements. Fans of Florence & the Ma- 
chine, Bat For Lashes, The Like, Kate Bush will 
dig this for sure. 


Brian Eno — Small Craft on a 
Milk Sea (warp RECORDS) 

Eno finally joins Warp for his latest, and as with 
everything he does, it’s exploding with ideas, 
sound colors and forward-thinking, boundary- 
breaking freshness. From the deep, crystalline 
ambience of the opening and closing tracks, 
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through the subtle, sinister pop minimalism in 
between, Eno takes you on another transforma- 
tive journey! 


Cass McCombs — Catacombs 
(DOMINO) 

One of the great underappreciated indie-rock 
auteurs, McCombs has a hypnotic, edgy voice 
and lyrics that are at once mythic, true-to-life, 
and strange. Less postpunky and more folky this 
time, with the directness & melodicism of Sam 
Cooke or Tim Hardin. 


!! - Strange Weather Isn’t It? 
(WARP RECORDS) 

Nic Offer & co. are back: faster, stronger, and 
as lush & luxurious as a dub disco party at the 
Lamborghini factory. They’ve toughened up their 
drive into an unstoppable space-disco jugger- 
naut with stacks of percussion, slippy bass, and 
Offer’s usual ranting. Blends Berlin club music, 
Madchester acid-rave, and NYC no wave bril- 
liantly. 


Jail Weddings —- Love Is Lawless 
(WHITE NOISE) 

Break out the champagne and brass knuckles for 
this grand debut from LA’s finest UK big-band 
soul combo! Recalls the scruffy, unhinged joy- 
fulness of Dexys Midnight Runners, The Pogues, 
and the Bad Seeds, with explosive tunes, horns, 
girl-group vocals, and plenty of heart & soul. 
Tough enough! 


Sonny & the Sunsets - 


Tomorrow Is Alright (Fat possum) 

Wonderful Bay Area band plays world weary, 
Modern Lovers/VU-esque ballads with yearning 
vocals, unforgettable hooks, and often hilarious 
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lyrics. Amazing homemade videos too! Nicely 
captures the fun, low-key sound of early-’70s 
pre-punk street hassle. 


Ebo Taylor — Love and Death 
(STRUT RECORDS) 

Ghanian Afrofunk legend (and onetime Fela as- 
sociate) Ebo Taylor shows he’s still the king, with 
a posse of young groovers throwing down some 
heavy voodoo jams. A nicely toughened-up rec- 
reation of classic Afrobeat. 


Roots Manuva - Duppy Writer 
(BIG DADA RECORDS) 

This great UK hip-hop emcee has long flirted 
with digital dancehall, and on this one he finally 
dives right in! Minimal future-roots ragga from a 
modern beatmaster who really rocks the mic. 


White Widow - 
White Widow III 


Mystical, tuneful new space-goth bubblegum 
opus from this local drum machine druid! Six- 
teen new sound sandwiches to launch you down 
hallways of cosmic dream.A bit like if Joe Meek 
sang for Uriah Heep, or if the Silicon Teens made 
a’70s rock opera. Dood! 


The Dirtbombs - Party Store 
(INTHE RED RECORDS) 

America’s very best modern garage-punk com- 
bo keeps the fire-breathing spirit of Detroit 
soul-rock alive on every sweaty note of every 
record they make. This one is all covers of De- 
troit techno classics, if you can believe it, which 
is just as crucial to the Motor City music scene 
as Motown, The Stooges, and The MCS. If you 
rockers have a tough time understanding that, 
this album might just make you a believer! 


PHENIXDAGEMINI 


There is no such thing as “good music.” 

I’ve learned that from meeting sooooo many 
people that don’t like the music of Bob Marley or 
The Beatles. If they didn’t make “good music,” 
then damn me to hell, man... 

Anyway, it’s all RELATIVE. 


Nicki Minaj - Pink Friday 

(CASH MONEY) 

This girl is wicked. I’m a fan of her flow and 
comedic sense. The music itself is not as hot 
as some of the guest appearance stuff, but she 


makes up for it with her lyrical content. Keep in 
mind this is commercial music. That being said, 
no need to compare her to KRS, Chuck, Lyte, 
or...know what | mean. It is what it is! 


R Kelly — Love Letter (iv 

Love it for the letter it is. This is one for the 
ladies.Ain’t no club banga’s on here. Fellas, if you 
don’t have a mixtape for gettin’ them draws, 
put this on!! Highly recommended. “Untitled” 
though, for the fellaz. 


Madlib — Madlib Medicine 
Show No. 10: Black Soul 

(MADLIB MEDICINE SHOW) 

My man digs DEEP!! Thanks for the medicine, 
Mad. | knew somethin’ was wrong with me. Cop 
this. 


Cee-Lo Green - 


The Lady Killer (cLeKTRA/ASYLUM) 

“| see you ridin’ ‘round town with the girl | love 
and I’m Like F**k Youuuu.” Everyone knows that 
song by now. The video is way cool. Supposedly, 
the record was built around that song. If so, they 
did a very good job of not showing it. Very en- 
tertaining music! 


Toni Braxton — Pulse (ATLANTIC) 
Ronald Isley — Mr I (DEF JAm) 
Tank — Now or Never (ATLANTIC) 


Trey Songz -— Passion, 


Pain & Pleasure (ATLANTIC) 
Once again, we cater to the ladies! Hey, that’s 
his audience. 


Donell Jones - Lyrics 
(ENTERTAINMENT ONE MUSIC) 

| totally slept on this. This guy is so talented. 
Check it out. 


Oh No - Ethiopium 
(TRAFFIC ENTERTAINMENT GROUP) 
Bangin’! 


Charlie Wilson — 


Uncle Charlie (ve) 
This one is better than his new one.“Homeless” 
is my favorite cut. 





DAVE 
CUNNINGHAM 


www.catorce.net 


Deerhunter — Halcyon Digest 
(4AD) 

Working at Amoeba provides me with the op- 
portunity to hear a lot of new music, and a fair 
portion of it is good. But these days, in a world 
where anyone can (and seemingly does) release 
an album, the musical landscape is over-saturated 
often to the point of canceling itself out. I'll hear 
something that gets my interest one day, but is 
soon pushed to the background by something 
else and nearly, sometimes undeservedly, forgot- 
ten about. It’s been a long time since I’ve felt 
so passionately about what a band is doing that 
| keep playing their albums over & over again. 
Which is why I’m so thankful to have discov- 
ered DEERHUNTER. | find myself returning to 
their albums repeatedly and getting something 
new out of them every time. Their most recent 
release, Halcyon Digest, has been on almost con- 
stant repeat since its release a few months back, 
and | have yet to get sick of it. | am loathe to 
sit here and paint descriptions of the music, be- 
cause it would likely ruin the experience for me 
a little bit, but | will say that there’s something 
magically transcendent about this band and par- 
ticularly this record. | feel comforted when | lis- 
ten to it. It makes me feel like all is right with the 
world. It reminds me why | feel so passionately 
about music in the first place. It makes me feel 
like | did when | was much younger and | be- 
lieved that there wasn’t much more important 
in the world than the music | liked. 


Tip: 

Recent honorable mentions go to Crush by Abe Vigoda, 
| Will Be by Dum Dum Girls, Gemini by Wild Nothing, 
and Congratulations by MGMT. 
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GOMEZ 
COMES ALIVE! 


Latin music buyer & sometimes world 
music nerd 


Read my blog | write for Amoeba.com: 
Los Angeles Me 
www.amoeba.com/blog/contributors/ 
los-angeles-me 


Rita Indiana Y Los Misterios — 
EI Juidero (sony) 


D]) Lengua Cruzando (uNnicornio 
DISCOS) 


Cut Chemist -— Sound Of The 
Police — A Live One Turntable 
Mix of African & South Ameri- 
can Inspired Music (A STABLE SOUND) 


Cartagena! Curro Fuentes & the 
Big Band Cumbia and Descarga 
Sound of Colombia 1962 - 1972 


- Various Artists 
(SOUNDWAY RECORDS) 


Sofrito: Tropical Discotheque — 
Various Artists (sTRUT RECORDS) 
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Angola Soundtrack - The 
Unique Sound Of Luanda 


(1968-1976) — Various Artists 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 


Mexican Institute of Sound — 
Suave Patria (NACIONAL RECORDS) 


Cumbia Bestial — Various 
Artists (CHUSMA RECORDS) 


Roots Of Chicha Vol. 2 - 
Various Artists (Barbes) 


EI Gusano - Fantasia Del Barrio 
(HEAVY LIGHT RECORDS) 


DIANNA 


| heart vinyl. 
OFF! - The First EP 7” (vice) 


| think I’m secretly in love with Keith Morris. 
SHHH! Don't tell him, 1 want him to come to my 
register! OK, well, | guess my secret’s out. | can’t 
help it. If you've ever seen him perform, | think 
you'd be a little bit in love with him too. Not 
only is he a punk legend who co-founded Black 
Flag and The Circle Jerks, he is a ball of energy 
with an amazing voice that screams at the top of 
his lungs, “OFF!!” 


OK, maybe he doesn’t scream that, but you re- 
ally gotta see him. When OFF! performed an in- 
store at Amoeba Hollywood, | was working the 
register. We kept the OFF! First EP behind the 
counter, and they were going fast! | had no break 
in sight and all | wanted was that OFF! 7”. Finally, 
| begged one of the cashier managers to let me 
put one aside for myself. Hallelujah! | got one. Of 
course | got it signed.And you know what | just 
had to do when | met him? | went OFF! | had to 
tell him this obnoxious story about how | saw 
him when he was with The Circle Jerks when | 
was just |6 years old and how | met a boy in the 
mosh pit and how | wore a Circle Jerks t-shirt 
to school the next day and my physics teacher 
made fun of me, like | didn’t know what a Circle 
Jerk was. And you know what he wrote on my 
record? “Wow!” How cool is that? 


Oh yeah, if you’ve never heard The Circle Jerks, 
you should check them out. There’s nothing 


quite like high energy punk from the ’80s to 
put you in a good mood. | have Circle Jerks VI in 
my vinyl collection. It has a really bitchin’ cover 
of Creedence Clearwater Revival’s “Fortunate 
Son.” Also, Steve MacDonald from Redd Kross 
is in OFF! and had to go OFF! on him too, be- 
cause | love Redd Kross. | have Teen Babes From 
Monsanto on vinyl. | think those guys must have 


FAM 


LA Native, Professional Dabbler, 
Lover of All, Fighter Against 
All Things Evil, and the Nicest Mean Guy 
You Will Ever Meet 


J.Cole — Friday Night Lights 
(Mixtape) (ROC NATION) 

It’s a “Cold World,” and we're just living in it. Fri- 
day Night Lights was conjured up by this Fayette- 
ville native as a precursor to his highly anticipated 
major label debut. The only problem was that it 
might actually outshine it, casting a shadow that 
will be hard to walk out of due to the restric- 
tions that pleasing an audience on a major label 
comes with. Featuring production from none 
other than Cole himself, he samples Erykah 
Badu’s “Didn’t Cha Know” on the opening track, 
“Too Deep for the Intro,’ where he goes beyond 
his mainstream contemporaries and speaks on 
subjects such as the cycle of abuse, as well as 
being isolated as the only minority in school, 
while mantaining the standard hip-hop bravado/ 
cockiness that his boss Mr.Carter would sure 
be proud of. 


Ahmad Jamal - Pittsburgh 
Mind-blowing music, truly the only way to de- 
scribe. Mr. Jamal has been slept on, been under- 
rated, whatever you want to call it, but definitely 
hasn’t received the attention that he deserves. 
From the beginning of this album he grabs you 
and never looks back. 


FURN. 


XXX 


All Pigs Must Die - APMD EP 
(NONBELIEVER RECORDS) 


Black Breath —- Heavy Breath- 
img (SOUTHERN LORD) 


Nails — Unsilent Death 
(SIX FEET UNDER RECORDS) 


Grinderman — Grinderman 2 
(MUTE/ANTI-) 


Cold Cave — New Morale Lead- 
ership (HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 


Autechre — Oversteps (warP 
RECORDS) 


Amusement Parks on Fire — 
Road Eyes (Fitter) 


Crocodiles — Sleep Forever (Fat 
POSSUM RECORDS) 


Four Tet — There Is Love In You 
(DOMINO) 


The School — Loveless 
Unbeliever (ELEFANT) 


Walter Schreifels — An Open 
Letter To The Scene (AcADEMY 
FIGHT SONG) 


Narrows -— Live at KEXP 
09.26.10 (DEATHWISH, INC.) 


U.S. Girls — Go Grey (STILTBREEZE) 
Total Abuse — Mutt (Pp) 


Ceremony - Rohnert Park LP 
(BRIDGE NINE) 


The National — High Violet (44D) 


Raw Nerve — Raw Nerve (YouTH 
ATTACK!) 
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Wild Nothing — Gemini 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Black Milk — Album of the Year 
(FAT BEATS) 


Integrity — The Blackest Curse 
(DEATHWISH, INC.) 


Trash Talk — Eyes & Nines 
(TRASH TALK COLLECTIVE) 


Swans - My Father Will Guide 


Me Up A Rope To The Sky 
(YOUNG GOD) 


Dangers - Messy, Isn’t It? 
(VITRIOL RECORDS) 


Black Rebel Motorcycle Club — 


Beat The Devil’s Tattoo (VAGRANT 
RECORDS) 


Burning Love — Songs For 
Burning Lovers (DERANGED RECORDS) 


Weekend -— Sports (sLUMBERLAND) 


Tip: 

LA Lemon, World Won’t Listen, Touch_ Amore, Northern 
Towns, Dylan at Syndicate Barbershop, Narrows, Ceremony, 
Soul Search, Rotting Out, The Expanders, Pressvre (RIP), 
Stay Gold Barbershop (Fontana, CA), Erick and The 
Glasshouse, React! Records, Xibalba, Hardpress Records, 
Six One Three One, Mourningside (RIP), SOS Booking, 
MLLWHRSHR, Andy, David and Darel and Chain Reaction, 
xNOTEx, Glory Kid Records, Funeral Pyre... goodnight & 
thank you. 
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FIONA L. MACKAY 


“Music doesn’t represent any tangible, earthly 
reality. It represents things of the heart, feel- 
ings which are beyond description, beyond 
any experience one has had. The non-repre- 
sentational but indescribably vivid emotional 
quality is such as to make one think of an 
immaterial or spiritual world.” 
~ Oliver Sacks 


Sleep — Holy Mountain 

(EARACHE RECORDS) 

At some point in the course of a Sleep song | 
have to close my eyes and allow the music to 
take over time and space for a moment. This is 
dangerous since my favorite Sleep song is cur- 
rently on a tape in my Volvo. Sleep is a 90s ston- 
er doom metal band that has mastered the slow 
creep toward victorious highs. With lazy, growl- 
ing melodies, strong bass lines, ritualistic drums, 
and powerful build ups, this is quite possibly one 
of my favorite bands. 


Pierced Arrows - Straight To 


The Heart (tomBstONe RECORDS) 

A toast! Long live rock & roll. Led by Portland’s 
timeless combo Fred and Toody Cole, previously 
of Dead Moon, Pierced Arrows produces fuzzy 
rock ballads with painfully longing lyrics. Be pre- 
pared for a few gems that will ruthlessly suck 
you back into rebellious teenage feelings. Sug- 
gested beverage: Simpler Times. Lots of ’em. 


Blonde Redhead - Melody of 


Certain Damaged Lemons 

(TOUCH & GO RECORDS) 

| surrender to Blonde Redhead. To be both 
haunting and assertive, undeniably catchy and 
strange. Every track is composed with brilliant 
and technical melodies topped with the most 
beautifully sweet and dreamy voice. | cannot say 
enough about this band. 


Barbara Mason - Another Man 
(ESSENTIAL MEDIA) 

My musical interests have led me to quality lyri- 
cists as of late. That said, it is always difficult to 
deny a strong booty grinding beat. The combina- 
tion of the two is not always easy to find. Bar- 
bara Mason’s 1984 release, Another Man, takes 
care of both needs flawlessly. Mason tells you 
stories with perfect pitch and growling moans 
of pain and humor. | feel like I’m listening to an 
old friend chat over cheap champagne. So that 
means I’m not drinking alone, right? Right. 


The Dickies — Dawn of the 


Dickies (CAPTAIN Ol!) 

Best thing I’ve heard since The Undertones’ 
Teenage Kicks. The difference being that Dawn of 
the Dickies has the stamina to carry that high 
energy pop/punk throughout the entire record. 
The Dickies are a punk group from San Fernan- 
do Valley, CA that formed in the late-’70s. Lead 
singer Leonard Graves Phillips orchestrates the 
melodies with his campy, Ramones-esque voice 
over the fast-paced tunes to create an essential 
record for any punk fan. 


Burt Bacharach 

How an old man read my every romanticized 
thought and then wrapped them into the most 
appropriate theatrical tune is beyond me. The 
man hits the nail on the head with those lyrics! | 
wish | had known about this when | was 14 and 
utterly bummed. 


DJ SANTO 


The Delta Bombers - Howlin’ 
(WILD RECORDS) 

This rockabilly band from Las Vegas kicks ass! | 
had the opportunity to see them put on a great 
performance during their record release party 
at “The Whistle Bait” in Downtown LA. All of 
their tracks are upbeat and will have you boppin’ 
& stompin’ throughout the record which you 
can hear they put their hearts & soul into! 


Note: check out www.thewhsitlebait.com for monthly 
shows hosted by Dj Hellhound. 


Freddy Fender — Rock ’N Roll 
(as Eddie Con Los Shades) 
(ARHOOLIE) 

Long before “Wasted Days and Wasted Nights” 
and “Before the Next Tear Drop Falls,” you will 
hear Eddie Medina (aka Freddy Fender) as young 
arock’n’ roller sing his own hits in Spanish such 
as “Acapulco Rock” and “Mi Nena.” All of the 
tracks have an upbeat rhythm with a slight surf 
sound but rock ’n’ roll prevails. This record is 
definitely a treasure piece for every music en- 
thusiast! 


Enrique Guzman y Los Teen 
Tops — Sus Mejores EPs en 
Espana (1960-1963) 

(RAMA LAMA MUSICWORLD) 

Here is the greatest Spanish rock ’n’ roll band 


to cover all of the American hits such as “Jail- 
house Rock” (“El Rock De La Carcel”); “Johnny 


B. Good” (‘“Ven, Johnny, Ven”); “Good Golly Miss 
Molly” (‘‘La Plaga”); and the list goes on. Enrique 
Guzman is the equivalent of Elvis Presley of 
Mexico so this record will have everyone danc- 
ing at your family reunion or DJ gig! 


Loud, Fast & Out Of Control: 
The Wild Sounds of *50s Rock — 


Various Artists (RHINO) 

This is a great CD box set (4 discs) consisting of 
100 of the best rock ’n’ roll, R&B, and rockabilly 
hits of the 1950s but it is a limited edition. The 
box set includes a booklet with trivia on the art- 
ists and their music featured in this compilation. 
Also check out the second edition Rockin’ Bones: 
1950’s Punk & Rockabilly for an edgier but great 
sound! 


That?ll Flat...Git It! Vol. 2: 
Rockabilly From The Vaults of 
US Decca Records — Various 


Artists (BEAR FAMILY RECORDS) 

This is a great record full of great non-com- 
mercial digitally re-mastered tracks by Roy Hall, 
Johnny Carroll, and so on. The CD also includes 
a well-written booklet on details of the artists. 
Check the other volumes from the vaults of 
Decca, DOT, Columbia, Sun, and Atlantic. 


@# Year of The Dragon (1985) — 


Directed by Michael Cimino 

This is by far my favorite gangster flick of all 
time! It stars a young Mickey Rourke portray- 
ing a bitter Vietnam vet who is politically incor- 
rect yet an honest and relentless police Captain 
who battles organized crime in New York City’s 
Chinatown. Unlike any other gangster flick this 
movie explores both sides of the “good guy vs. 
bad guy” battle. Get ready to root for the good 


guy! 
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@ Rebel Beat: The Story of L.A. 
Rockabilly (2006) - Directed by 
Betty B. 


This well-made indie documentary takes you 
on a journey back the 1950s rockabilly scene 
in the City of Angels, through the revival during 
the ’70s and up till today. See interviews with 
the pioneers such as Janis Martin, Johnny Pow- 
ers, and Glen Glenn as well as today’s headliners 
from Wild Records, Big Sandy, Three Bad Jacks, 
and more.Visit the happening spots around L.A. 
to see the shows, and dancing. The great thing 
about this film is it keeps the viewer engaged 
as if you were having a drunken conversation at 
a show versus listening to a historian or theo- 
logian lecture for an hour and a half. See the 
custom car shows, burlesque performers and 
a glimpse into the granddaddy of all Rockabilly 
parties, “Viva Las Vegas,” which is held annually in 
Sin City on Easter weekend. Hear performances, 
listen to vendors, promoters, DJs, musicians, and 
everyday L.A. scensters share their social world 
with you in Rebel Beat. 


Note: Check out www.weberslive.com for rockabilly 
shows in LA. every Friday night hosted by Miss Rev- 
erend Martini. 


HILAND. 


@ Trash Humpers (2009) - 
Directed by Harmony Korine 


@ Loose Screws (Screwballs II) 
(Blu-ray) (1985) — Directed by 
Rafal Zielinski 


Local Customs: Lone Star 


Lowlands — Various Artists 
(NUMERO GROUP) 
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@ Cabin Fever 2: Spring Fever 
(2009) - Directed by Ti West 


Tonetta — 777 Vol.II (BLACK TENT 
PRESS) 


ILENE 


Fujiya & Miyagi - 
Ventriloquizzing (vEP ROC RECORDS) 
Soft-spoken grooviness. 


Maserati — Pyramid of the Sun 
(TEMPORARY RESIDENCE) 

Trippy, hypnotic electronics delivered at sonic 
speed. 


Gang of Four - Content 
(YEP ROC RECORDS) 
Catchy and crunchy as can be. 


Adele — 21 (cotumsia) 
Only heard a couple of songs at the time of 
writing this, but they were sooo good. 


Wire — Red Barked Tree 
(PINKFLAG) 

A most melodic outing. Hard to believe this is 
coming from only three musicians. 


Marsen Jules — Yara (Remas- 


tered) (OKTAF/FORCED EXPOSURE) 
Get lost in this organic neo-classical electonic 
masterwork. 


Shriekback -— Life in the 


Loading Bay (INDIE EUROPE/ZOOM) 
Carl Marsh is BACK. 


Anna Calvi — Anna Calvi 
(101 DISTRIBUTION) 
A voice to be reckoned with. 


Free Moral Agents — Control 


This (INGROOVES) 
Genre defying side project from Mars Volta key- 
boardist. Interesting. 


Tricky — Mixed Race (Domino) 
Tricky’s back. 


Trent Reznor & Atticus Ross — 
The Social Network 
(Soundtrack) (NULL) 


Trent Reznor at his best. 


JAMIE S. 


Alasdair Roberts — Too Long In 


This Condition (DRAG city) 
Alasdair Roberts is a prolific Scottish folk sing- 
er who releases roughly an album a year on 
the Drag City label. His latest is a collection 
of very old murder ballads and ghost stories. 
| love it because his talents as a musician and 
storyteller bring these songs to life, and draw 
you into the long ago. With his subtle but bril- 
liant arrangements, a sudden pause here, an un- 
ruly shouted harmony there, a measure where 
all instruments drop out except for handclaps, 
the listener has a sense more of watching a play 
than listening to a song. Of course, these ARE 
stories, all tragic or sinister, but Mr. Robert’s 
gentle, folksy tenor makes you feel surprisingly 
comforted, like he’s invited you in and you’re in 
a cozy armchair with a blanket and he’s fixed 
you some bergamot tea. Never mind that the 
songs are about the devil luring young brides 
away, murderous jealousy between siblings, or 
the maniac home invader, “Long Lankin,” who 
kills a mother and baby with the help of the 
family’s own “false nurse.” 


Most of the music is upbeat with brisk 

Scottish reel tempos and arrangements 

featuring fiddle, handclaps, and of course 
lots of fingerpicked guitar. Alasdair Roberts 
is quite an accomplished guitarist. The spir- 
ited playing isn’t at odds with the subject 
matter because, again, Mr. Roberts gives 
the tales a vibrancy, and also because he 

sticks to shortened, simpler versions 

lyrically. And there is a sense of distance; 

these things happened so long ago, 
they don’t seem as much like 
nightmares, just curious folklore. 
A few songs are slow and mourn- 

ful, such as “The Lover’s Ghost” 

or “Little Sir Hugh.” The album is 

billed as “Alasdair Roberts And 
Friends” and there are ten 
additional players. Everyone 
does an excellent job, but my 

favorite is Emily Portman’s 

harmony vocals which add 

the right dreamy sadness to 

complement Mr. Roberts’ ami- 
able vocal delivery. 



















Prince Rama - Shadow Temple 
(PAW TRACKS) 

Imagine if Siouxie Sioux’s other band, The Crea- 
tures, was jamming out with the cast of Hair who 
were performing “Walking In Space,” or if L.A’s 
own Pocahaunted decided to join in on some 
Hare Krishna devotional chanting. Then you'll 
have some idea of what Prince Rama sounds like. 
Their songwriting emphasizes vocals, which are 
often layered and choral, and the drums, which 
are busy, tom-tom and cymbal heavy, with a trib- 
al feel. The group is signed to Paw Tracks, Animal 
Collective’s label, and there is a sonic connec- 
tion between these two groups as well. While 
many of Prince Rama’s melodies call to mind tra- 
ditional Western hymns or carols, there is also a 
strong Indian influence; lots of “Oms.” They also 
like to yelp and whoop wildly on occasion. They 
use distortion and echo to give their vocals a su- 
pernatural sound. The male vocals are treated so 
they sound especially low register; part monks 
singing baritone and part foreign deity. 


The band is made up of two sisters and their 
friend: Taraka Larson sings, plays keyboards and 
guitar; Nimai Larson is the drummer, who plays 
standing up; and the third member is Michael 
Collins, who plays synthesizer and sings. They 
get extra points for being a three piece, but 
sounding like easily triple that number of mem- 
bers. They really do sound like a full choir and a 
tribal drum section. Other instruments act 
as a backdrop, added for emphasis, or are 
sometimes used in a transitional interlude 
before the vocals and drums take over 
again. There is a joyful, celebratory chaos 
to this album that | especially like. Again, 
think of Animal Collective’s music. Over half 
of the songs are based on traditional Indian 
chants due to a shared childhood experience: 
Prince Rama all grew up in the same Hare 
Krishna community in Florida. 


PS. Watch their live video to the song “Ra- 
ghupati” on YouTube and | think you'll love 
them, too! 


Forest Swords — Dagger 


Paths (OLD ENGLISH SPELLING BEE) 
Forest Swords, a.k.a. Matthew Barnes, 
a UK electronic producer, uses a LOT 
of ’80s proto-goth-art-punk icons as 
inspiration for his ghostly, dramatic, 
and menacingly sexy music. There 
are Rowland S. Howard (of The 
Birthday Party) style bright reverb, 
Morricone on heroin guitar leads, 
Bauhaus scratchy, skittery mon- 
ster treated guitar noise, distant lan 
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Curtis-ish vocals, and Cocteau Twins style vo- 
cals that sound echo-y, floaty, and unintelligible. 
Now imagine if all of these folks had a record- 
ing session at Black Ark Studios and told Lee 
Perry to go nuts with mixing it down! Vocals are 
dropped in and out, looped and repeated with 
echo effects in the style of ’70s Jamaican dub, 
and basslines are often low, slow, and dubby as 
well. Drums use snare rim shouts, again reminis- 
cent of ’70s dub, or are deliberate and 
slow with a processional feel 
using floor toms in simple 
but deadly serious repetitive 
patterns. 


Mr. Barnes takes these beloved 
and, at this point, overused musi- 

cal references and magically cre- 
ates songs that sound fresh, unique, 

and contemporary, not retro or derivative. 
He does it through his skill and approach as 

an electronic musician, rather than trying to 
create in a rock band format. His music is dif- 
ficult to categorize: is it Gothic, downtempo, 
or rock? To add to the confusion, the song | 
thought sounded like lan Curtis is a re- 
working of Aaliyah’s song “If Your Girl 

Only Knew!” I'd say this record would 

be enjoyed by fans of any of these 

genres, as long as they like their mu- 
sic slow and moody, and the atmosphere 
chilly. 


Kid Cudi — Man On The Moon 


Il: The Legend Of Mr. Rager 
(UNIVERSAL/MOTOWN) 

O.K., | know there will be those who disagree 
with this one, but I’ve weighed in the factor of 
me being completely smitten by Mr. Mescudi 
in his videos for “Day and Night” and the bril- 
liant “Pursuit Of Happiness (The Megaforce 
Version),” and | can still state that this new al- 
bum is one of my faves of 2010. Compared to 
his debut album, there IS less variety between 
song styles, while lyrical content is much darker 
and uncomfortable. Some will say that he is 
self-pitying, morose, and completely ungrateful 
for someone with such a rising career, and he 
shouldn’t be indulging in complaints about the 
dark side of fame with lyrics like “...never gave 
a fuck about a scantron, all | wanted was to be 
a human being.” But | say this is a brutally hon- 
est work that sets a precedent for examination 
of the dark self-destructive side that each of us 
has. Mr. Mescudi opens with “Hello, how is ev- 
eryone doing? You are now in the world I’m rul- 
ing” almost as a warning to listeners who don’t 
have a taste for the distatseful: betrayal, drug 
dependency, and debauchery and the following 
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disgrace, ennui, and loneliness that follow. But 
he also knows many of the unsavory situations 
he has been in are due to his own choosing of 
temptations over more constructive opportuni- 
ties and he’s not looking to blame anyone but 
himself. Then there is the real frustration of the 
unfair, unwanted, and unsolicited by-products of 
success; the ugliness of the music business and 
“friends” who are false. 










But anyone who likes Man On The 
Moon:The End Of The Day isn’t go- 
ing to be too surprised that Kid 
Cudi hasn’t found Happiness in 
fame. If you identified with the 
“lonely stoner” you will likely be 
willing to follow along as he does 
his emotional housecleaning and scath- 
ing self-flagellation, though you will at points 
be lost in a sense of suffocating hopelessness. 
| believe he would tell you that such free shar- 
ing of even the darkest doubts is a way of 
connecting to “the kids” — his fans — who 
he wants to reassure by showing them they 
aren’t alone in feeling despair. And there are 
moments of daydreams remembered, 
dazed hope, “Things do come around 
and make sense eventually” and some 
fun, though defensive swagger, “My 
mojo’s so dope, bitch!” 


Then there is the music. Kid Cudi once again 
brings a breath of fresh air to hip-hop songcraft. 
No bloated productions, predictable beats, or 
impossibly long guest appearance rosters for 
him. This album opens with marching, low reg- 
ister Surdo drums blended with a soaring string 
section. Song arrangements are tastefully sparse, 
imaginative, and catchy. There are memorable, 
sing-along melodies which add drama and a the- 
atre performance quality to many of the songs. 
The album is divided into acts, like Man On the 
Moon:The End Of The Day was. Bottom line, some 
listeners will find this album a self-absorbed, in- 
dulgent T.oo M.uch I.nformation fest, or like me, 
will recognize an immediate kinship with some- 
one who is willing to keep in contact with all 
pieces of their personality, even the destructive 
dark corners. | know Cudi, we humans can be 
such dodgy, disappointing creatures! 


Kele Okereke — The Boxer 
(GLASSNOTE) 

Well, SOMEbody’s been working hard perfect- 
ing their songwriting and production skills! I'll 
admit to having an unfair skepticism about a 
lead singer’s debut album. | dismissed it, telling 
myself it would be a “perfectly nice” piece of 
Brit-pop, with some usual suspects as his back- 


ing band and doing the bulk of the songwriting. 
WRONG! This truly solo album, where Mr. Ok- 
ereke does all the songwriting, kicks off with the 
cheerleader-inspired “Walk Tall,’ which uses a 
confrontational dancehall bass drum and hand- 
claps as percussion, then adds a soaring chorus, 
“I’m getting TALLer!” The next two tracks use 
elements of tech-house, the following song uses 
choppy African funk guitars against an equally 
choppy dancehall beat. Mr. Okereke creates 
amazing backing vocals for himself, and he has a 
real singer’s voice: clear, strong, and effortlessly 
so. His understanding of when to belt it out or 
when to whisper shows impressive musical ma- 
turity, as do his arranging skills and collection 
of the best keyboard sounds. This album hardly 
reminds me of The Bloc Party; it does remind 
me of LCD Soundsystem and early Speak And 
Spell-era Depeche Mode; not the light-hearted 
sunny numbers on that album, but the cold, fear 
of an automated future ones. After all, several 
songs on The Boxer deal with a romantic break 
up. Mr. Okereke carefully crafts and fusses over 
each song with a focus that working in a group 
wouldn’t allow, and the results are masterful. | 
predict he will be called on to do production 
work for others. Congratulations to him on an 
amazing debut! And I’m sorry for buying into 
that “the lead singer is just a pretty face” myth! 


JESSICA 


It’s actually the key to the TARDIS. 


The National — High Violet 
(Expanded Edition) (440) 


| want to take this album out to a nice candlelit 
dinner at a restaurant | can’t afford and humbly 
propose marriage to it. 


Robyn —- Body Talk (cHERRYTREE) 

My love for Robyn knows no bounds. While the 
rest of us have been busy going about our mun- 
dane little lives, she’s been making three albums’ 
worth of unreasonably fun electro-pop with 
depth, humor, and beats that will make you liter- 
ally dance your butt off. I’ve listened to “Dancing 
On My Own” so much that | should hate it by 
now, but it’s still one of my favorite songs this 
year. 


Owen Pallett — A Swedish Love 
Story EP 10” (DomINo) 


Between this EP, his absurdly gorgeous album, 
Heartland, and all his work as Final Fantasy —on 
top of doing string arrangements for Arcade Fire 
and his near-perfect live performances — Owen 
Pallett has a lifetime pass from me. 





@#Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
(2010) - Directed by Edgar 
Wright 

Look, this movie is not for everyone, and | to- 
tally get the look of derision some people give 
me when | start waxing poetic about how hilari- 
ous and brilliant it is — BUT, there are a large 
number of people who will love this movie, es- 
pecially if said people play too much Zelda and 
have ever had their heart kicked in their face (so, 
everyone, right?). The soundtrack is killer and 
the eye-candy factor is incredibly high. Plus, Ed- 
gar Wright is super faithful to the comics, and if 
nothing else, it’s not like any other movie you’ve 
seen before. 


@ Charade (Criterion 
Collection) (1963) - 


Directed by Stanley Donen 
Audrey Hepburn and Cary Grant (a.k.a. my 
imaginary husband) dashing around Paris being 
witty and adorable and searching for a missing 
fortune, all while trying to keep Cary’s many 
identities straight and narrowly avoiding death at 
the hands of a group of thieves? Perfect movie, 
ridiculous run-on sentence. 


Tip: 

826LA (and the entire 826 organization) is amazing, and 
you'll get 1,000 bonus life points if you donate some of 
your time or hard earned monopoly money to them. They 
have a time travel storefront, so that alone should be a 
solid incentive. www.826LA.com 
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JIMETTA ROSE 


you can catch me groovin’ & 
crooning at register 3 


Blu —- nO yORK! 

To me he’s one of the most skilled lyricists & 
storytellers of our time. This one is sure to be 
a classic & will hopefully catapult this LA born 
emcee into the mainstream where he belongs! 


The Foreign Exchange — 


Authenticity (HBD1L) 

With features from Darien Brockington, Sy 
Smith, and newcomer Jesse Boykins this album 
is another solid, well orchestrated display of the 
effortless chemistry we’ve come to expect from 
Nicolay & Phonte! 


Hypnotic Brass Ensemble - 
Hypnotic Brass Ensemble (Frcx) 
Think Fela Kuti meets Sun Ra with a dash of 
Coltrane over a straight hip-hop beat and 
you've got the Hypnotic Brass Ensemble. Eight 
horn playing brothers from Chi-town. The mu- 
sic is absolutely amazing, do yourself a favor and 
check them out! 


@WElis Regina 

I’m sure anything by Elis will create an instant 
love affair between you & her voice. However 
this DVD is great because it provides the viewer 
with an intimate one-on-one setting with the 
beautiful singer & her three piece band which 
includes legendary pianist/composer Antonio 
Carlos Jobim! The good news is you don’t have 
to know Portugeuse to enjoy the wonderful 
tunes! 


Drake — Thank Me Later 
(CASH MONEY/UNIVERSAL MOTOWN) 
Ok...1 know you may be thinking... DRAKE 
how’d he get on this list? Well, the truth is his 
style is frickin infectious. From his flows to his 
slightly auto tuned vocals he’s on point.And so | 
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guess what I’m sayin is... forget later...I’m just 
gonna thank him now! 


Tip: 

This is my etc list...songs that are lovely, TV shows I’m 
hooked on, etc. 

De La Soul - “Trying People” 

Hugh Masekala - “Stimela” 

Zero 7 - “Likufanele” 

Asa - “Jailer” 

Keite Young - “Alone With You” 

Koop - “Whenever There is You” 

Georgia Anne Muldrow - “Falling” (don’t sleep on her!) 
Bilal - “Robots” / “All Matter” / “Levels” 

True Blood 

Supernatural (cheesy but entertaining) 


* and may | humbly suggest checkin out my music!!! :) 


JON 


J Cole/j Electronica/Big 
K.R.1.T. — T.B.D (ROC NATION/DEF JAM) 


Order from chaos. Imposing patterns on data. 
Self similarity in fractals. The South’s re-Rise. 
What it really do when three profusely & pro- 
foundly lyrical spitters swagger forth from the 
land’s lower regions? Having been beset & be- 
sieged by a (pre)school of Youngs, Boys & Lil’s, 
this troika of simba wachanga are operating on 
full growed-folk frequency. All two pronged like 
Rampant Rabbits, they excite mikes & titilate 
boards (mixing & message) with balanced skill 
& vision, amphisbaenae spittin venom from both 
ends, dropping noetic poetics & twisting knobs 
like purple nurples. 


From the depths of Nola’s Magnolia & shining 
with phosphorescent bioluminesence, Jay Elec- 
tro bestows that god hop, om bap, weird is bond 
visine for the third eye. Hailing from the Hump- 
back i crooked letter crooked letter i, Big KRIT, 
in the Scarface/Bun B tradition of “you can’t 
spell thought without thug,” rocks raw dog ru- 
minations on evolutionary theory and the allure 
of the calliphygistic. Fayetteville’s Jermaine Cole 
plays utility, the errman, not doin dirt but close 
enough to those kickin up dust, not necessarily 
flippin more birds than a deaf mute w/Tourette’s 
but probably still listed as a known associate. 
Snatched by J-Hova (along w/Jay Elec-Ramadan), 
forming some kind of J-themed pyramid scheme, 
3 legs of a righteous triangle w/Jigga What signin, 
cosinin’ & playing all the angles like Pythagoras, 
whilst the young un’s put paid to the past like 
dead precedents. 


KRIT & Cole both rhyme over Souls’ “93’ Til In- 
finity.’ Perhaps here be the separate 6 degrees 


(or, might could, the 33 degrees. Chilluminatti?). 
But the 2-10 was lousy w/ “93” revivals, fellow 
Town citizens Mistah Fab & Young Gully, droppin 
odes to the O, and Wax flowin logorrheaticly 
over A-Plus’ fortified 45’d freak of “Heather.” 
Applying Supreme Mathematics, you get Born 
Understanding sum Understanding much like 
Wisdom Cipher Knowledge Cipher sums Over- 
standing, the zig zag zig, keeping it 360. Easy, Star, 
it’s all mathemagics. 


But the souths are bubblin all over. Still back ear 
wet vets like Pac Div & Blu labor for the majors 
with the long rumored & affiliates like Tiron & 
Ayomari rumble on the under like correct tec- 
tonics. New West impress, too. 


TL Barrett & the Youth for 
Christ Choir — Like a Ship 


(Without a Sail) (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 
Though the title recalls RJDio’s “ship without a 
storm” (requiscat in pace to the longhaired, leap- 
ing gnome, hisElf reminiscent of Kirby’s doggerel 
spewing Etrigan, with his penchant for rhyming 
for the sake of riddling), Pastor TL Barret & the 
Youth for Christ Choir’s Like a Ship (Without a 
Sail)’s liable to put the holy spirit up in 
the most godless of heathens. The bass 
bobs & bubbles like an abrupted take 
on Jerry Jemmott’s dyadic bump in 
“The Revolution Will Not Be Tele- 
vised,” before burbling forth in an 
ecstatic erumption, the Rhodes stay- 
ing stolid, steady & placid, while the 
congregation’s massforce of faith & 
joy spreads like a contagion of Glory. 
When the seas froth with blood & 
the sky rolls scrollish, as Gog & Ma- 
gog contend with the righteous and 
the Mahdi gets to scrappin with the 
Dajjal and it’s looking like Ragnarok 
with Lord Arioch as the gibbous & 
gibbering Cthulhoid legions rend the 
weft & weave of this world’s fragile fab- 
ric, no disrespect to “Onward Christian 
Soldiers” or tobyMac, but this is the sound 
that will rouse souls to hang in & hold on. 


Curren$y — “Fashionably 


Late” (ROCA FELLA) 

Springing from the fidgety digits that birthed 
monsters for Original Flavor, Camp Lo & Jay-Z, 
Ski’s “Fashionably Late”’s beat is like Currensy’s 
avatar, his daemon, the synergistic symbiote. The 
snare drags & lags, the chords drawl, spilling out 
blazedly, lazily, a stuttered & quantized robosoul, 
circuits rebooted & zooted, its spirit in conflict 
with its mechanics, programmed for perfection 


but yearning for fallibility. (From the album Pilot 
Talk 2) 


Jim Sullivan — Highways 

(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 

Though he gigged the funky fern bar & hot tub 
wilderlands of ’70s Malibu, Jim Sullivan’s words 
& sounds evinced & presaged the sage brush & 
hot spring sandscapes where he ultimately went 
walkabout. Ensconced in Jimmy Bonds rococo & 
roll arrangements, Sullivan’s the grain that com- 
pels the beshelled to extrude the nacre and re- 
sult the pearl.With sipple strings glissanding and 
Earl Palmer & the Wrecking Crew ably enabling, 
he tries to affirm his ties to the world over the 
road’s constant call. 


Why Be Something That 
Yow’re Not/Touch & Go 


In the primordial (even pre-dial up) epoch that 
was the late-’70s/early-’80s, when folks had 
a hankerin to confab cross mighty expanses, 
fanzines bore the Word as did tapes the 
Sound. Like smoke signals, talking 
\ drums, carrier pigeons & terrestrial 
radio, ’zines were the means for 
reachin’ the far-aways. Some off- 
hand mention ina review or in- 
terview could lead to a whole 
new spectrum of gleeous 
scree, from Terveet Kadet to 
Throbbing Gristle, Albert Ay- 
ler to Bobby Babylon, MC5 to 
Treacherous 3. Flipside, MRR, 
Suburban Voice, Big Takeover, 
Sick Teen, all delivered the skinny 
on the real what-up-tho with punk 
circa way back when. But for pure 
style, grit & gristle, Lansing, MI’s Touch 
& Go was runnin’ tings. Nothing was 
sacred (other than, mayhap, Agnetha 
Faltskog) and errthang was hilarious, 
sluiced with a slurry of hep talk, fee- 
ble evil & puerile vitriol. Old enough 
to have tastes informed by pre punk 
squawk & skronk but still vibing off the 
buzz & howl of the new breed, Tesco Vee & 
Dave Stimson chronicled & catalyzed early ’80s 
Midwest hardcore, dropping two of the seme- 
nal Rosetta boulders in the first Necros & Fix 
7s when they transmogrified paper into plastic 
with the label. 










Back then it was Chinese Whispers & shade tree 
archeology, zine by zine, scene by scene, tapes & 
7’s formed the dangly ganglia and touring bands 
were the connective tissue, traveling on a dollar 
& a dream, running & huffing on fumes. Major 
metropoli like LA/OC, NY & SF begat & beheld 
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rumbles of grumbles from DC, Austin, Chicago, 
Maumee, skating often the vector for transmis- 
sion of the germ & the Germs. “Why Be Some- 
thing That You’re Not” chronicles the scrum that 
aggregated and amalgamated around Touch & 
Go and the Detroit/Ohio axis, with its ceremo- 
nial ties to DC, LA & NY sounds & styles. Shows 
inspire, fans morph to bands, scene congeals and 
self cannibalizes, all spiced with a smidge of in- 
ternecine squabbles & territorial whizzes, pretty 
much the universal template for kids in control, 
issuing dictums like Scripture, Platonic Essential- 
ism in screeds & decrees scrawled & screeched, 
the perfect proscribtion, with lyrics more per- 
oratory than poetry. 


Floating Points Ensemble - 


Post Suite 10” (NINATUNE) 

Whilst (the less literary) Sam Shepard has re- 
galed us with cheeky trifles like “Love Me Like 
This” or squiggly squidges of between station 
crackle a la “Shangri La,” the translation from 
digital to literal with the Floating Points Ensem- 
ble is like trading in your brand spankin’ Sabret- 
ooth OS, SSD’d Macbook pro for a mahogany 
bodied, brass bezeled, drawing room sized dif- 
ference engine, powered by swollen strings, tri- 
umphal horns, and a Rhodes & bass that sprang 
Afrodite-esque from “Nautilus.” From ember to 
inferno, smolder to firestorm, a ascending, cre- 
scending concatenation weaving around Fatima’s 
contralto’d ode to overwhelming & overbrim- 
ming ecstasy. 


Lo Borges — Lo Borges 

(4 MEN WITH BEARDS) 

Wonderful reissue full of wisp & wist & whim, 
the rectitude of southern latitudes, the corio- 
lated swish & swirl of a sunshower. 
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Reks/D] Premier -— 25th Hour 
(BRICK) 

“One Love” hook, piano plink, hitchy bass 
bloomin’ like time lapse, strings on swole lifer 
like and Reks expektoratin and puttin the ill in 
every syllable, rhymes twisting and helixing in- 
ternally like dioxyribonucleics. 


JOSH TAYLOR! 


Anika — Anika (stones THROW) 

Soft wormlike songs with strong stubbed-out 
dubby legs. Covers of Yoko Ono, Bob Dylan, 
Ray Davies and more, plus outstanding originals 
played with precision by backing band BEAK! 
The production on this album sounds so warm 
and so old, pure analog heaven! The best blanket 
ever! Stay warm and drink lots of water! Drive 
safely! Don’t become entrapped by the illusion 
that your body is who you are! Break out of the 


simply: for unconscious people (those who don’t 
have the Anika LP) it is “I compute, therefore | 
am.” For conscious people (those with the Anika 
LP) it is “I am therefore | am.” 


Captain Ahab - The End of 


lrony (DEATHBOMB ARC RECORDS) 

It's not easy to describe this album. It’s kinda 
like the meridian motherboard, you know, the 
body’s circuit board that forms the basis of acu- 
puncture. Thousands of years ago the Chinese 
knew about the network of energy lines passing 
through the body (meridian lines) and figured 
out points where the energy could be regulated 
by using hair-like needles to facilitate healing. 
Well, in another thousand years this album will 
be thought of in the same way. The songs on this 
LP are the “new“ hair-like needles for the future! 
Bring on the balance and harmony Captain Ahab, 
bring it on!! 


Charles Manson - Air 

(MAGIC BULLET RECORDS) 

The one and only true grandfather time! Eight 
unreleased songs! Charles Manson is the earth’s 
heart transplant much like the woman terrified 
of heights who became a mountaineer after re- 
ceiving the lungs of a mountaineer! Or the law- 
yer who had a sudden craving for a Snicker’s bar 
after he was given the heart of a 14-year old 
boy with a craving for Snicker’s! Charlie is the 
organ that is placed in the recipient (the world 
mind) with the information and energy being 
stored in the organ only to be passed on to the 
recipient and interconnect with cell receptors 
that absorb emotional chemicals passing it on to 
infinite awareness! Atwa! 


K.L.T. — Invocation 

(UPSET THE RHYTHM RECORDS) 

The U.S. government knew beforehand about 
the attacks on the WTC on 09/11/01 just like | 
know that this is the best album of 2011! Look 
at the proof! The reptoids invented plastic (vinyl) 
and humans created K.I.T.! “It almost sounded 
like bombs going off, boom boom boom!” or “‘it 
was a frigging noise. At first | thought it was - 
do you ever see professional demolition where 
they set the charges on certain floors and then 
you hear pop pop pop pop pop? | thought it was 
that.” The greatest album ever pulled in front of 
the American people, right in front of their own 
eyes! Pure magic! 


Fancy Space People - 
Fancy Space People 12” 


Three fantastic songs that cross the void of Los 
Angeles into the wormhole and then a star- 
gate! And then through the center of a nebula 
(the middle star in the belt of Orion) back to 
the primary stargate and onto new dimensional 
levels! This is not a regressive process to take 
you back to the birth of the universe (although 
it might) but an important learning factor, much 
like practicing how to ride a bike or learning to 
breathe energy. Rock solid like the fact that the 
red spot on Jupiter sits at 19.5 degrees latitude 
and the great dark spot on Neptune also sits 
at 19.5 degrees latitude! Where is 19.5 degrees 


Hawaii.) 


The Cure -— Pillbox Tales 
1977-1979 


When | was a kid | looooococo000ved The 
Cure. | still do! And to get these old songs on 
vinyl and not some crappy CD bootleg really 
makes the |5-year old me so so so so so happy! 
The quality is pure studio awesomeness just like 
how Tesla intended to offer the world free and 
inexhaustible energy via tapping into the atmo- 
sphere! He was going to broadcast the energy 
through a wave carrier just like a radio! And 
how would you listen to this record? On a radio 
(OK, a stereo)! You are the new Tesla if you buy 
this record! So | guess that means the govern- 
ment will destroy your work and regard you as 
a lunatic! Robert Smith/Tesla: who will rule the 


KELLY WATSON 


Seinking Ships - Museum 
Quality Capture (s-cuRVE RECORDS) 


The Joy Formidable -— 
The Big Roar (warner BROS.) 


LCD Soundsystem - 
London Sessions (virGiN RECORDS) 


Film School — Fission 
(HI-SPEED SOUL) 


@Exit Through the Gift Shop 
(2010) - Directed by Banksy 


KRIS K. 


a.k.a. K-RAD, Chachi, A. Criscione, 
The Burger Whisperer, Mr.# | 


Today's to-do list: 1. Wake Up 2. Kick butt all-day 
long 3. Go to bed at some point. Here is that day's 
soundtrack: 

Killing Joke — Absolute Dissent 
(UNIVERSAL) 

Reunited, but still pissed, Killing Joke unleash 
a monster that sounds new and classic at the 
same time. Excellent production ensures unlim- 
ited turning-up of the volume with little distor- 
tion! TEST YOUR SPEAKERS! 


Die Antwoord — $O$ (cHERRYTREE/ 
INTERSCOPE RECORDS) 

Awesome SouthAfrican Freak-Pop-Hop!...|. can’t 
help it...songs are too catchy...bass so heavy... 
the beats...I’m dancing by myself...and singing 
about fish paste...What’s happening? Look for 
their, um, “adult-themed” cover of Enya’s “Ori- 
noco Flow.” “Sail away Mutha@*#$ers!” 


The Black Angels — Phosphene 


Dream (BLUE HORIZON VENTURES) 

Third installment from Austin, Texas stone- 
grinders who sound nuggetier than ever. And, 
dare | say... saucier? 


Afternoon Delights: 
Bob Dylan - The Bootleg 
Series, Vol. 9: The Witmark 


Demos 1962-1964 (coLuMBIA) 
Covering the hyper-productive 62-’64 years, Vol. 
9 of the “official” Bootleg Series is by far the most 
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intimate and revealing. Two discs of the “Great- 
est Songwriter Ever” working-out his earliest 
future classics. “Boots of Spanish Leather” and 
“Bob Dylan’s Dream” are two highlights among 
many. Must-have for any Dylan fan. 


Junip — Fields (mute) 

Thanks to K.P. for this one. Delicate but driv- 
ing. Dreamy but direct. Folky space-out textures 
remind me of early Badly Drawn Boy with more 
groove and ambiance. 


Jamey Johnson - The Guitar 


Song (MERCURY/NASHVILLE) 

Incredible double-album by current heir to the 
outlaw country throne. It runs the gamut of the 
genre. Too deep to get into it in this small space. 
Best country album of 2010, and countriest al- 
bum from anyone in a while. 


Faun Fables — Light Of A Vaster 


Dark (pRaG city) 
Neo-operatic-avant-romantic meets traditional 
British and European folk on this deftly layered 
song-cycle from Spokane, Washington-native, 
Dawn McCarthy. 


7 Walkers — 7 Walkers (RESPONSE 
RECORDS) 

Warning! Grateful Dead related! Bill Kreutz- 
mann and Papa Mali lay down some New Or- 
leans funk over new lyrics by Robert Hunter. 
Self-described “swampadelic” grooves will force 
the kicking-off of one’s shoes. 


Saturday Night and Sunday Morning: 
Tradi-Mods vs. Rockers 
(Alternative Takes On Con- 


gotronics) — Various Artists 
(CRAMMED DISCS) 

In the same way that the Red Hot + Riot com- 
pilation brought the music of Fela Kuti into the 
R&B/funk/D] fold, Tradi-Mods vs. Rockers should 
aid any fan of rock/experimental/electronic mu- 
sic in discovering the kick-assness coming out of 
the Congotronics camp. Modern and adventur- 
ous, and not, as | feared, a bunch of hipsters cop- 
ping new African music. If you don’t like inter- 
pretations, | recommend Congotronics 2 with the 
bonus DVD of these amazing and intoxicating 
Kinshasa street musicians. 


Warpaint —- The Fool (RouGH 
TRADE) 

Excellent full-length debut from local quartet 
Warpaint. Murky atmospheres and vulnerable, 
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haunted harmonies can’t hide the strong pop- 
sense of this record. It will get its hooks into 
you. 


Robert Wyatt - For the Ghosts 


Within (DomINo RECORDS) 

Beautiful collection of standards (plus four 
originals) on this collaboration from multi- 
instrumentalists Gilad Atzmon, Ros Stephen, 
and avant-jazz-rock master Robert Wyatt. Equal 
parts light and dark, and always captivating, Wy- 
att knows the power and vulnerability of quiet. 
Not for fans of the Rod Stewart Songbooks. 
Recommended listening: Late, late night, alone, 
maybe with cocktail at hand. 


David Sylvian — Sleepwalkers 
(SAMADHISOUND) 

A collection of collaborations from ex-Japan 
frontman David Sylvian & various friends span- 
ning the last decade. Warmly minimal and intro- 
spective. Moody jazz, trip-hop, and avant-pop 
blend into what sounds like permanent twilight. 
Hey you! Slow down already! 


Saturday Night and Sunday Morning: 

Jim Sullivan — UFO (UGHT INTHE 
ATTIC) 

Re-release of Jim Sullivan’s haunting long lost 
1969 album UFO. The back story, known and 
unknown, is worthy of a book, but the music 
stands on its own. Think, Tim Hardin meets Da- 
vid Axelrod. 


Soft Boys — Underwater 
Moonlight (ver Roc RECORDS) 


Finally back in print! Robyn Hitchcock and 
mates’ power-pop-punk-psych masterpiece. 
Loud, loud, loud! | defy you to not bop in some 
sort of fashion. 


The Fall - This Nation’s Saving 
Grace (Omnibus Edition) 
(BEGGARS BANQUET) 

Deluxe Edition of the most complete album by 
one of my Top Ten favorite groups. Two bonus 
discs of demos, alternate takes, and singles, and 
an awesome booklet full of interviews and rare 
photos. (Insert Homer Simpson drooling noise 
here.) 


Bob Dylan - The Original 
Mono Recordings (sony LEGACY) 
...And last, but most. The “first” great-eight Dy- 
lan albums remastered in their original mono 
for the first time on CD! From the raw folk- 
blues of his self-titled debut to the sobering 
alt-country of “John Wesley Harding” and all the 
hallucinatory rock-protest-ballad-anthem-pop- 
rap-honky-tonk music in between, this is Bob 
Dylan as he should be heard. IN THE CENTER 
OFYOUR HEAD! If you don’t like this, you don’t 
like songwriting. 


“| don't know from non-sports movies.”: 
@ Magic & Bird: A Courtship 
of Rivals (2010) - Directed by 


Ezra Edelman 

HBO Sports presents an in-depth and enter- 
taining look at the greatest individual rivalry in 
basketball history. Full of interviews and archival 
footage of two living legends. | hate to admit it, 
but | even “kind of” liked Larry Bird (the man, 
not the jersey) after seeing this. Hoop it up! 





@ Baseball: The Tenth Inning 
(2010) - Directed by Ken 
Burns 

Picking up where the original epic Baseball left 
off, this film covers the period starting with the 
strike-shortened 94 season, on through expan- 
sion and the steroid era. As usual, Burns treats 
his subject with reverence and honesty, weav- 
ing a well-rounded tale out of baseball’s most 
recent history. 


Tip: 
“Do it” 
LAUREN LANDES 
www.laurenland.es 
joy diffusion 


Grinderman —- Grinderman 2 
(ANTI) 

wolves are a categorically overused motif in 
contemporary music, often widely overcom- 
pensating for an overwhelming lack of any true 
lupine ferocity. perhaps playful irony is afoot 
in some cases, but that is not the idea here. i 
believe the grinderman guys are The Wolfmen; 
i can feel nick cave’s hot slobber hitting my face 
when he snarls at me through my speakers. con- 
versely, more tender moments during “palaces 
of montezuma” and “what i know” allude to 
cave’s epically downshifted delivery featured in 
his death of bunny munro audiobook. 


Hallogallo 2010 —- Drone 
Schlager/Blinkgurtel 7” (KUNG FU) 


two tracks of modern krautrock composed by 
michael rother (kraftwerk, neu!) on guitar, steve 
shelley (sonic youth) on drums, and aaron mul- 
lan (tall firs) on bass. ten minutes of ascending, 
reeling, mesmerizing, liftoff music that begs to 
be experienced over and over. (sun araw’s off 
duty/boat trip ep also swims in the same murky 
waters.) 


Dave Holland & Pepe 


Habichuela — Hands (par=z2) 

happy guitarista duo music! not quite as wildly 
virtuosic as rodrigo y gabriela, but with the same 
streak of joyousness. 


Clint Mansell — Black Swan 


[Soundtrack] (ONY MASTERWORKS) 

listening to this swan lake quasi-remake is like 
eating tchaikovsky for breakfast and beethoven 
for dinner, with slow spurts of electric guitar 


MUSIC WELIKE % Spring/Summer 2011 67 


masterfully inserted at precise points through- 
out the day. if you have a tendency toward re- 
quiem for a dream, you'll like this, too — mansell 
scores most aronofsky films. 


Ethnic Minority Music of 
Northwest Xinjiang — Various 
Artists (SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 

sublime frequencies delivers chinese string mu- 
sic that is at once bracing, sharp, and captivating. 
you should also acquire debashish bhattacha- 
rya’s o shakuntala! and chieko mori’s jumping rab- 
bit while you’re in the world section for more 
wiry, exotic pwnage. 


Conan O’Brien and the Le- 
gally Prohibited Band -— Live at 


Third Man (tHirD MAN) 

this live show is influenced and punctuated by 
extemporaneous personal coco-impulses rather 
than a writer's guild and the fcc. the great red- 
wood of a pompadour seems to have found his 
calling, and it sounds like a brass toucan made of 
drunk. (bonus: try using the exclamation, “what 
in the bloomin’ blazes?” today.) 


Conan O’Brien — And They Call 


Me Mad? 7” (THIRD MAN) 

this wee featurette, in which conan (side a) can- 
tankerously explores the identity of a mad scien- 
tist and (side b) casually chats with jack white, is 
best accompanied by the live |2” conan also re- 
corded at white’s third man studio in nashville. 
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White Denim - Last Day of 


Summer (SELF-RELEASED) 

white denim swoon and swagger their way 
through eternally danceable jazz boogies. is 
there such a thing as a 1/512th note? these 
four guys are with each other every single 
1/512th note of the way = lucid emotions flow- 
ing out as music. this is perfect come up and 
come down music; if fits is an intoxicated roller 
coaster ride in the front car, last day of summer 
is riding home from the park in the passenger’s 
seat, parallel to the sunset. with booze in your 
hand. 


Destroyer — Kaputt (MERGE) 

step behind the curtain into the vast world of 
dan bejar & co., where fantastic spoken words 
sing and collide with unimaginably wide gulfs of 
interstellar electrofolk jazzmospherics. (bonus: 
get comfy with the bay of pigs ep.) 


Kurt Vile — Hunchback/Square 


Shells EPs 12” (RICHIE RECORDS) 

this dude always makes me feel like i’m living in 
an alternate universe until i can get back to his 
hedberg-folk again. 


Department of Eagles — 


Archives 2003-2006 

(AMERICAN DUST) 

sounds like: blue plasma storming amidst a quiet 
copse of evergreens inside the abyssal halls of 
a church. department of eagles is most remi- 
niscent of grizzly bear’s horn of plenty, if it were 
helmed by rossen instead of droste. it’s got that 
fraught tenuousness harboring a kind of static 
electricity laying in wait to shock at any given 
moment of instrumental contact. 


Bill Baird — Silence! (AuToBuUs) 
excerpt from the album cover: “softly = wanted 
something lighter than air, or maybe to feel the 
air as it slowly puffed out of my amplifier.” listen- 
ing to this album feels a bit like eavesdropping 
on tyler durden’s insomnia. 


Stag Hare - Sand Paintings 
(MOONDIAL) 

sand paintings is a pretty straightforward half 
hour of open field, wandering, experimen- 
tal minimalism. distant chants and persistent 
rhythms give the effect of a dilated smetana in- 
terlude magnified and drawn out to a vanishing 
point. also check out stag hare’s black medicine 
music for sympathetic sounds. 





Andrew Bird — Useless 


Creatures (FAT POSSUM) 

hark: the rhapsodic yawp of solitude! originally 
a companion disc to noble beast, useless creatures 
is full of the instrumental violexperimens bird 
seems to enjoy constructing the most. if renoir 
had his countryside, oils, and women, bird has 
his barn, delay processors, a box, and a bow. 


Andrew Bird - Fingerlings 4 
(WEGAWAM MUSIC CO.) 

gezelligheid translates roughly from dutch to 
english as “coziness,” “togetherness,” or “laid- 
backtitude.” it’s a sense of belonging and warmth 
fostered and fueled by the good spirits of those 
around you. in this chicago church concert, vio- 
lins pour out and swoop around black space 
like cream in coffee.“how can a violin emulate a 


koto,” you ask? andrew bird will show you. 


Garden Sound — Black Summit 
(DIGITALIS) 

thirty-nine minutes of super slow motion heavy 
metal split into four parts. climaxes brood and 
build for bars and bars, so you don’t feel like 
you're being stabbed to death in the ears at hy- 
perspeed. highly recommended. 


@ Black Swan (2010) — Directed 


by Darren Aronofsky 

much like fight club, but strained through the 
sieve of female multi-consciousness. (also rec- 
ommended: chuck palahniuk’s weirdo thriller 
novel, invisible monsters.) 


Planet Earth Live at the 
Hollywood Bowl -— George 
Fenton (Conductor) 

good grief. as if each weren’t discretely spec- 
tacular enough, the best naturalist footage ever 
captured and one of the best orchestras on the 
planet joined forces on this purely magical night 
as the stage lit up in fluorescence and the los 
angeles philharmonic played with exuberant ef- 
fervescence. my favorite show of the year! 


O Life (2010) - Narrated by 
David Attenborough 


more ebullient attenborough docs: planet earth, 
blue planet, frozen planet, the entire life in... and 
natural world series, the truth about climate change, 
the private life of plants, attenborough in paradise 
and other personal voyages. 


Trent Reznor and Atticus 
Ross — The Social Network 


[Soundtrack] 

(THE NULL CORPORATION) 

reznor + ross take the notion of endlessly plug- 
ging away at a keyboard and turn those finger 
strokes into restlessly skittish downtechno. for 
those who like: computer programming mara- 
thons; ghosts i-iv. 


Avey Tare -— Down There 

(PAW TRACKS) 

negative space explored. also read joris-karl 
huysmans’ /d-bas for further insight (the english 
translation is freely available online). 


@ODDSAC (2010) - Directed 
by Danny Perez 


music by animal collective, visuals by danny 
perez (black dice, panda bear, kurt vile, love as 
laughter). experiencing this at the arclight hol- 
lywood felt like being at one of their more inti- 
mate live shows. 


Pospulenn - Sun People 
Sleepwalker (HOUSECRAFT RECORDS) 
ripply tropicaloops — reminds me of waves 
chiming onto coral seashores. aural ambrosia 
for day or night, post-traffic, puppy-petting, bowl 
packing time. 


Dungen - Skit I Alit 

(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

instantly accessible swedish psych rock that har- 
bors the smooth spirit of infinite adventure. 
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The Black Angels — Phosphene 
Dream (BLUE HORIZON) 

“when i see a river of blood, i go kayaking, mis- 
ter.” — jim carrey 


Symphony No. 10 in F# 
(Unfinished) — ReComposed by 
Matthew Herbert -— Philharmonia 
Orchestra, Giuseppe Sinopoli (1987) 
not only does herbert deconstruct, amplify, and 
reinvent mahler’s tenth — he “filled the work 
with ghosts,” taking field recordings in a coffin, 
a crematorium, and mahler’s original composing 
hut, among other deathly venues. brings to mind 
pantha du prince’s im bann and johnny green- 
wood’s there will be blood score. (bonus: watch 
the five-minute video abstract of this project 
narrated by herbert online.) 


Erykah Badu 


James 
Blackshaw 
Tip: 


work abroad through helpx. 
net 


LEN 


OC This Is England ’86 (2010) - 


Directed by Shane Meadows 
Fantastic TV mini-series sequel to the 2006 
movie. Import DVD. 


The Fall —- Wonderful & 
Frightening World Of The Fall 


(Omnibus Edition) (Beccars BAN- 
QUET) 


OC Johnny Staccato (1959-1960) 


— Directed by John Cassavetes 
Finally released on DVD, the complete series 
Johnny Staccato, starring John Cassavetes as the 
jazz pianist/private eye. 


# The Ultimate Hammer 
Collection (1960s- 1970s) 


A 21-disc collection of Hammer Studio films in 
a nice box. Includes many bonus features and 
lobby card reproductions. Import box set. 
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@ The Specials 30th Anniversary 


Tour Live! (2010) 

The seminal English ska band reformed in 2009, 
and this DVD is a result of a year of touring to 
sold out venues around the world! Their con- 
cert here at Club Nokia was outstanding! 


CO) The Avengers TV Series 
Reissues (1961-1969) 


Reissued in the UK, all seasons of the great ’60s 
British Spy series are now available. Starring Pat- 
rick Macnee, Honor Blackman, Diana Rigg, and 
Linda Thorson, these new box sets include a 
wealth of special bonus features. Import DVD 
box sets. 


J. MARK BEAVER 


Sound of Siam: Leftfield Luk 
Thung, Jazz & Molan From 
Thailand 1964-1975 — Various 


Artists (SOUNDWayY) 

Over the years I’ve listened to a LOT of original 
funk and rock collections from Nigeria and Laos 
and Iran and India, etc. All of them have been 
at least interesting, many with a track or two 
of true funk or fuzzed-out true psychedelia, but 
padded with a majority of standard pop medi- 
ocrity. Sound of Siam went straight for the spine. 
Slinky and groovy and perfectly alien all at the 
same time, and the gems FAR outnumber the 
clunkers. Great cover art, too! 


Yann Tiersen — Dust Lane (ANT) 
Most known for his soundtrack to the film 
Amelie, Tiersen has shifted gears a bit, not only 
to bring us an album completely in English, but 
an album much darker in tone than what has 
come before. It sounds to me as if Tiersen, hav- 
ing come through the loss of a number of close 
relationships, then decided to binge on Swans’ 
Children of God record for a while before ap- 
plying what he’d absorbed to his own release. 
Slower, heavier rhythms, dense orchestrations 
and layered chorus’ make for a deeply felt and 
stark album. Could have as easily been released 
on Michael Gira’s Young God imprint. 


Twin Shadow - Forget (TERRIBLE) 

It's hard for me to get my head around the fact 
that Twin Shadow’s Forget was NOT recorded 
in 1986. There are a few touches where it be- 
comes obvious that the electronica that bubbles 
through the music could only be contempo- 
rary, but this is a clear and wholly successful 


throwback to the likes of The Pale Fountains, 
The Smiths and, in some ways, Tears For Fears. 
There’s no mystery to why 4AD is the album’s 
British label: strong, emotionally resonant songs 
conveyed by the confident, romantic voice of 
George Lewis, Jr., not too far afield from those 
of Brendan Perry (Dead Can Dance) or Mick 
Head (Pale Fountains/Shack). In any case, very 
’80s, very well crafted, and completely infec- 
tious. 


Junip — Fields (mute) 

Junip marks the return of Swedish songsmith 
José Gonzalez, but this time flushed out with a 
full band adding organ, synth, and drums to his 
standard nylon-string guitar. The format is not 
very different from what Gonzalez has lead us 
to expect, though the keyboards and flourishes 
of electronica succeed in lifting what could have 
been merely pleasant folk songs into a much 
stranger realm of reserved psychedelia. 


Tip: 

Can’t wait for the April debut of HBO’s Game of Thrones 
series based on George R. R. Martin’s Song of Ice and 
Fire series of fantasy novels. These books have been like 
crack to me! I ate them up and there’s still at least three 
left to be written! Imagine Lord of the Rings written by 
the Sopranos writers! Deadly! Stars Sean Bean, Peter 
Dinklage and a host (seriously) of others! 


DJ DOLEAK 


! am a DJ and hip-hop producer. 
Be on the look out for my hip-hop group 
called Perennial Skills. 
Sunny Rothmiller emceeing and 
me on the production. 


Peace and God Bless 


Kanye West - My Beautiful 


Dark Twisted Fantasy (DEF JAM) 
| don’t care what people say about him. He 
makes dope music. 


Maxwell — 


BLACKSummers’ Night (coLumeia) 
This album is a banger too. | got the CD and 
vinyl because it is that good. 


MARYANN 


Ray LaMontagne & The Pariah 
Dogs — God Willin’ & The Creek 
Don’t Rise (Rca) 


Junip — Fields (mute) 


Tapes ’n Tapes - Outside 
(IBID RECORDS) 


Zola Jesus — Valusia (SACRED BONES 
RECORDS) 


Lissie — Catching A Tiger (Fat 
POSSUM) 


@ Cropsey (2009) -— Directed by 
Barbara Brancaccio & Joshua 
Zeman 


OC Modern Family: 
The Complete First Season 


CO The Good Wife: The First 
Season 


@Who Is Harry Nilsson? (And 
Why Is Everybody Talkin’ About 
Him?) (2010) -— Directed by 
John Scheinfeld 


Tip: 
Read Unbearable Lightness by Portia de Rossi, and visit 
The Other Door in Noho. 


MATT 


White Fence — White Fence 
(WOODIST/MAKE A MESS) 
Lo-fi garage/pop bliss. 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti — 
Before Today (4AD) 


Genius. Track down the 200+ recordings he 
crafted previously. 


The Growlers — Hot Tropics 
(EVERLOVING) 

Rain dance to summon a visit from these dudes. 
Tropical grooves like no other. 
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Nick Waterhouse & the 


Turn-Keys - Some Place 7” 
(PRES) 

Wild California R&B. Listen here: 
www.presco.tumblr.com 


Sweaters -— Investigations 7” 
(SLOW DEATH) 
Fun Fun Fun. 


Paint — The Optical Sounds Of 

(LIVING TAPES) 

Smooth mix of mid-’60s sounds, desert to the 
sea. Listen here: www.myspace.com/bahandbah 


Pearl Harbor/Puro Instinct — 
Something About The Chapar- 


rals (MEXICAN SUMMER) 
Dreamy beach party. 


Jim Sullivan — U.F.O. Reissue 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 

Beautiful folk-rock recordings about ghost 
towns, highways, and extra terrestrials, backed 
by “The Wrecking Crew” and sung sweet like 
Tim Hardin but rough like Fred Neil. Jim disap- 
peared near Santa Rosa, NM in 1975 while trav- 
eling from LA to Nashville.All signs point to the 
SKY. 


Popol Vuh — Werner Herzog 


Soundtracks (Deluxe Box Set) 
(SPV US.) 
Yes! Vinyl reissues please!! 


Tip: 
Allah-las.com 


MATTHEW 
MESSBARGER 


American. Fan of history. Pug owner. 


The Night of the Hunter 
(The Criterion Collection) - 
Directed by Charles Laughton 


Includes an incredible archive of fasincating bo- 
nus material. 


@ Bad Girls of Film Noir, Vol. | 
(2010) 

Includes Two of a Kind starring noir icons Ed- 
mond O’Brien and Lizabeth Scott. The closest 
thing to a film noir comedy of errors that I’ve 
ever seen. 
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@A Time to Love and a Time to 
Die - Directed by Douglas Sirk 


Oh my God, this movie is amazing! Douglas 
Sirk’s masterpiece of WWII doom and gloom 
told, rather audaciously, from the German point 
of view.Worth buying a region free DVD player 
just for this movie alone. 


Blur: No Distance Left To 
Run (2010) - Directed by 
Dylan Southern 


Unexpectedly moving documentary on Blur’s 
sudden reunion in 2009. If you lived through the 
’90s remotely affected by Britpop this documen- 
tary will make you smile and feel old at the same 
time. 


@Simon Goddard —- Mozipedia: 
The Encyclopaedia of Morris- 
sey and the Smiths (cpury PRESS) 

The encyclopedia devoted to all things Mor- 
riessey! Bask in his glory in reference book 
form! The LA entry includes mention of Amoe- 
ba which is neat. 


Sleigh Bells — Treats 

(MOM & POP MUSIC) 

Remember fun in rock music? Here it is again 
in all its exuberant punkiness. It’s loud and the 
lyrics are beside the point. Just a fun CD to play 
in your car cruising around LA drinking a milk- 
shake! 


MICHAEL ROSAS 


The “quiet kid” in Used Rock. 
www.somethingforallofus.net 


Here are six albums that I’ve been enjoying for the 
past six months: 


Mogwai - Hardcore Will Never 
Die, But You Will (sus pop) 


Cut Copy — Zonoscope (moDULAR 
RECORDINGS) 


Minks — By The Hedge (capTuRED 
TRACKS) 


Esben and the Witch — Violet 
Cries (MATADOR) 


Yuck — Yuck (FAT possum) 


Braids — Native Speaker (KANINE) 


Check these labels out on the internet for quality 
independent releases: 

Track Number Records 
www.tracknumberrecords.com 

Great Minds! [Formerly, Number 3 records] 
www.greatmindsrecordings.com 


MONALISA 


Deejay, music lover, 
Soul/Funk fanatic, hip-hop junkie, 
World music aficionado, 
Jazz enthusiast, 

Rock & Roll gangsta, etc. 


Bill Withers — Naked & Warm/ 


Making Music (cotumeiA) 

Bill Withers, to me, is one of the best singer/ 
songwriters to ever put pen to pad. These two 
albums were pretty much slept on during the 
’70s, for whatever reason, but they have been re- 
issued on CD, and the songs on them are amaz- 
ing. Naked & Warm contains a song called “City 
Of The Angels,” where he asks LA in the gentlest 
way possible to “make a place for him.” 


Other Recently Reissued Classics: 
Faze-O -— Riding High 
(GET ON DOWN) 


Kleeer — Intimate Connection 
(GET ON DOWN) 


Breakwater — Breakwater 
(GET ON DOWN) 


Breakwater - Splashdown 
(GET ON DOWN) 


The Sisters Love — With Love 
(P&C RECORDS/REEL MUSIC) 


HIGHLY RECOMMENDED: 
Syl Johnson -— Complete 


Mythology (Box Set) (Numero) 
$76 and worth EVERY PENNY. 


DVDs: 
@A Great Day In Harlem (1994) 
— Directed by Jean Bach 


This doc tells you everything you wanted to 
know about that famous photo of jazz music’s 
most prominent stars of the 1950s and years 
to come. Disc | features the story of how the 
picture came to be, along with interviews with 
the musicians in the picture about the state of 
music at the time and their experiences with the 
other musicians. Disc 2 is the prize in the pack- 
age — it lets you scroll through the picture and 
select a musician, and you are given a short, but 
sweet crash course on their career, style, and 
most popular works. A must have for any seri- 
ous jazz music fan. 


@ Timeless (2010) -— Directed 


by B. Plus 
Mulatu Astake, Suite For Ma Dukes & Arthur 
Verocai LIVE. 


Tip: 

question: what’s the name of that song playing on the 
radio right now?!? 

answer: http://www.yes.com 
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BUTTERTOOTH 


Nathan Lambert< 
MATER SUSPIRIA VISION 


SEVERED HEADS 
“Wetchmn +X%eX< Wtchmn «+ 


Synergy 
DISARO 


disaro.org 
Epee du Bois 


00000 - 00000 EP (TRIANGLE 
REC.) 


owleyes 
White Ring 
Gatekeeper 
BALAM ACAB 


NGUZUNGUZU - 
OxXXYGenation 


Hideous Men 
Ssleeperhold 
Nipslip 


STONED BOYS 
GHXST 


Mellow Grave 
PICTUREPLANE 
RHINOCEROPOLIS 
Nike7UP 

Frank Alpine 


Euxini — Euxini EP 
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Violet Tremors 


0.0.0. - ingnis fatus 
(FROZEN TENDRIL RECORDS) 


LEGZZ 

Video Grave 
The Beauty 
Wierd Records 


Xeno & Oaklander - Vigils 
(WIERD) 


PASSIONS 
Zola Jesus 


NOW FOREVER - 
Hummingbird 


BLAC LOV 

Party Trash 

Darktown Strutters 

Pwin Teaks 

GuMMytTBeAR! - Raw Moans 
//Tense// 

SHAMS 

Teen Passout 

Diamond Blackhearted Boy 
Wet Pizza 

Elite Gymnastics 

BL§§D OU{7 - blissed out 
Glitter Bones 


Cult of Inner City Youth 


V+S KULt t DEAD VIRGIN t 


FIAsh$it Psychic Violence 


Teehnbwitches Ricky Eat Acid 


How I Quit Crack CYP2 with Pictureplane and 


Teengirl Fantasy Mixtape- 
Track Listing: 


|. Gatekeeper - “Visions” 

2. Major Problem - “Acid Queen” 

3.Tense - “Lead Head” 

4. Soft Metals - “Voices” 

5. Cosmetics / Premier Rang - “Black Leather 
Gloves” (Premier Rang/ Cosmetics Remake) 
6. Twice a Man - “Decay” 

7. DIR/U/G/S - “Love” (Love/Lust) 

8. Terminal Twilight - “Black and Blue” 

9. Infam - “| Won't Loose My Faith” 
10.White Ring - “roses” 

General Alcohol Il. Seen links | Schlésser — rechts 
“Gute Freunde” 

12.S U RV IV E -“Omniverse” 


“SLEAZY” 
Medio Mutante 
VID KIDZ 
LIVING TAPES 


Martial Canterel 


Robedoor 
Tip: 


Pp 
Story of Isaac LOVERZ OF MUSIC 'MAKE THE BEST MUZIC 


—thank you Amoeba Music— 


Teen Girl Fantasy 
NATTYMARI 
Showcave 
KILLING SPREE 
LAY BAC 
CryptThing 
GRTLLGR{LL 


Memory Girls 


D/R/U/G/S 
Modern Witch 
TET - >> >> A<<<<< 


KR_ 7 





CULT ANNIVERSARY MIX - 
created by teen wijch 
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NIK 


Just listen. 


Thank you, 2010- (In alphabetical order) 
Actress — Splazsh (HONEST JON’s) 


Erykah Badu — New Amerykah 


Part Two: Return of the Ankh 
(UNIVERSAL MOTOWN) 


Donato Dozzy — K (FuRTHER) 


Peter Gordon & Love of Life 
Orchestra - Love of Life 
Orchestra (DFA RECORDS) 


Marcello Napoletano — 


The Space Voodoo (MATHEMATICS 
RECORDINGS) 


Gil Scott-Heron - I’m New 
Here (XL RECORDINGS) 


Shangaan Electro: New Wave 
Dance Music from South Africa 
- Various Artists (HONEST JON’s) 


Tonetta — 777 (Volumes I & I) 
(BLACK TENT PRESS) 


Virgo — Virgo (RUSH HOUR) 


Tradi-Mods vs Rockers - 
Various Artists (CcRAMMED Discs) 


The best of bass in 2010- 


James Blake - Klavierwerke EP 
(R&S RECORDS) 


James Blake - CMYK EP 
(R&S RECORDS) 


Deadboy - If U Want Me 
(NUMBERS) 


Elgato — Tonight/Blue 12” 
(HESSLE AUDIO) 


Floating Points Ensemble - 


Post Suite/Almost In Profile 
(NINJA TUNE) 
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Girl Unit — Wut 12” (NIGHT sLUGs) 
Girl Unit -— [.R.L. EP (NIGHT sLuGs) 


Jam City — Ecstasy (Refix) EP 
(NIGHT SLUGS) 


Joe -— Claptrap/Level Crossing 
12%? (HESSLE AUDIO) 


Jamie Woon - Night Air 
(Ramadanman Refix) 12” 
(CANDENT SONGS) 


Tip: 
I’m new here. 


OLIVER 


Virgo — Virgo (RUSH HOUR) 
Must have reissue. 


John Roberts — Glass Eights 
(DIAL) 


Tame Impala — Innerspeaker 
(MODULAR) 


Autre Ne Veut - Autre Ne Veut 
(OLDE ENGLISH SPELLING BEE) 


Urban Tribe — Urban Tribe 
(MAHOGANI MUSIC) 


Actress — Splazsh (HONEST JON’s) 
Donato Dozzy — K (FURTHER) 
Tin Man — Scared (WHITE DENIM) 


Tip: 
www.absurdrecordings.com 


RACHAEL 
McGOVERN 


So much music, not nearly enough time. 


Beth Ditto - Beth Ditto EP 12” 
(DECONSTRUCTION) 

A 4-track EP from Gossip frontwoman Beth 
Ditto and electronic producers/musicians Sim- 
ian Mobile Disco. Dancey goodness. | just wish it 
was longer than four songs! Thanks to Carmena 
and Anel for turning me on to this. “Before you 
take a second look, remember | know every 
trick in the book.” 


Cut Copy — Zonoscope (mMoDULAR) 
The third album from Australian band Cut Copy. 
They craft dancey songs that combine the best 
electronic elements with all the ingredients of 
a successful pop song. Beats, rhythms, hooks, a 
breakdown, lyrics, chorus. Although it’s not my 
favorite Cut Copy album, it’s a solid effort and 
worth a listen. Or 20... 


Adele — 21 (xt RECORDINGS) 

It’s hard to believe Adele is only 21 and this is 
her second album! She has this amazing, soulful, 
smooth, powerful voice — what you’d expect 
of someone who has experienced years of sor- 
row, heartbreak, and despair, not from a typical 
21-year old. For every teeny bopper relying on 
vocoder and skilled producers there are talents 
like Adele waiting to let their voices be heard 
and their pain shared. “The scars of your love, 
they leave me breathless.” 


Lusine — A Certain Distance 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

This one is in no way a new release, but | just 
heard it for the first time this year in a “What's 
In My Bag?” video we did. | heard 30 seconds of 
a track and had to hear more. That doesn’t hap- 
pen often enough, but | love it when it does. 


Kanye West - My Beautiful 


Dark Twisted Fantasy (DEF JAM) 

This feels like a hip-hop opera to me, but | can’t 
put my finger exactly on why. The scope? The 
collaborators? It’s such a powerful package of 
lyricism, beats, anger, pain, observations, intro- 
spection, and wit. It’s easy to hate his public 
persona, but when you listen to his lyrics you 
can hear the vulnerability mixed in with all that 
hubris. His humanity comes through...If only he 
would let the world see more of that on a regu- 
lar basis... 


Eastern Conference 
Champions - Speak-ahh 
(ROCKHAMPTON RECORDS) 

Full disclosure: | haven’t heard this record yet. 
It comes out after the time of this writing. But 
their previous efforts and their live shows have 
turned me into a big fan and | have high hopes 
for Speak-ahh, their second full-length album. | 
first saw them live before | heard any studio al- 
bums and they impressed me with their energy, 
performance, and, of course, the music itself. At 
times rockin’, at times folky, the lead singer's 
voice reminds me of Gomez. If you get a chance 
to see them live, do it! 


Hundred in the Hands — 


Hundred in the Hands 

(WARP RECORDS) 

Brooklynites Hundred In the Hands are a boy- 
girl duo making disco-reminiscent pop music. | 
hear echoes of Saint Etienne and Hooverphonic 
in some of the tracks with a post-punk guitar riff 
here and there. While | couldn’t quite get into 
Sleigh Bells, another similar Brooklyn boy-girl 
band, to me, the Hundred in the Hands create 
more beautiful, slicker, accessible songs. | real- 
ize calling songs “slick” and “accessible” might 
sound like a kiss of death for some artists, but | 
mean it in the best possible way. Mature dance 
music? Oh man, that’s worse...Just listen. 


Maps & Atlases — 


Perch Patchwork (Barsuk) 

The debut full-length from Chicago rock band 
Maps & Atlases.A little folky, a little rockin’, a lit- 
tle experimental, and a lot of awesome. “| don’t 
think there is a sound that | hate more than the 
sound of your voice...when you say that you 
don’t love me anymore.” 


Nine Inch Nails — Pretty Hate 


Machine [Remastered] 

(BICYCLE MUSIC COMPANY) 

It feels like cheating to be able to put this in the 
book!! But the newly remastered version just 
came out in November so technically it’s a new 
release. Nine Inch Nails was the perfect sound- 
track to my high school career, those angst-filled 
years where temptation is around every corner 
and you feel like no one really understands you 
except for Trent. Every note, every lyric, every 
synthesized beat on Pretty Hate Machine is like a 
familiar, comforting blanket. God, | love this re- 
cord. “I know it’s not the right thing and | know 
it’s not the good thing, but kinda | want to.” 


Tip: 
Check out “What’s In My Bag?” on Amoeba.com 
for glimpses into your favorite artist’s shopping bag. 
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Mi 
i) 
W) 


RAFF 


JOnsi — Go (XL RECORDING) 
Sigur Ros frontman Jon Thor Birgisson 


Joanna Newsom - Have One 
On Me (prac ci) 


Antony & the Johnsons - 
Swanlights (SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Sufjan Stevens - The Age of 
AdZ (ASTHMATIC KITTY) 


Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
(2010) - Directed by Edgar 
Wright 


@ Skeletons (2010) -— Directed 
by Nick Whitfield 


Davis and Bennett are bickering existentialists 
performing psychic exorcisms for Veridical com- 
pany. As practitioners of The Procedure they 
determine where the skeletons lie in peoples’ 
closets. 


CO The Comeback (2005) - Lisa 
Kudrow, Michael Patrick King 


Apparently Lisa Valerie Kudrow-Stern is my 
favorite Friends because the only time | ever 
laughed at that show was because of her. Any- 
ways, |0 years after the cancellation of the show 
I’m It, Valerie Cherish is followed by a reality 
television crew while also starring in a sitcom 
called Room and Bored. Desperate for attention 
and full of self-delusion, she tried to put a posi- 
tive spin on the ever increasing embarrassment 
that is her life. 
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@ Dogtooth (Kynodontas) 
(2009) - Directed by Giorgos 
Lanthimos 

Obsessively over protective parents shield their 
three adult children to the point that they are 
never allowed to leave the exterior walls of the 
family home, until their dogtooth fall out. Fearing 
the horrors outside the two sisters and brother 
live in an arrested state of development, reward- 
ed shiny stickers if they stay in dad’s favor. The 
parents toss toy planes for the eager kids when 
the real thing flies over & redefine words that 
may introduce unwanted elements to the insular 
family. Father brings a parking attendant to have 
sex with the son but she gives one of the sisters 
contraband videos and must be dealt with. Man- 
ufacturing stories about a brother who left the 
house and who was slaughtered by a house cat. 
Things progress from uncomfortable to taboo & 
gruesome in this darkly comedic Greek. 


@ Birdemic: Shock and Terror 
(2008) - Directed by James 
Nguyen 

Do you love establishing shots? Do you fear 
eagles? Do you think C.G.I. has become TOO 


realistic? Grab your coat hangers to fend off the 
SHOCK & TERROR of BIRDEMIC! 


@ (Untitled) (2009) — Directed 


by Jonathan Parker 

Adrian (Adam Goldberg) is a dour, scowling, John 
Cage wannabe atonal musician. His experimen- 
tal New York trio, The New Sound Ensemble, 
screech, rip paper, rattle chains, and kick a bucket 
in a pretentious cacophony. He is repulsed and 
yet attracted to his biggest fan, gallery owner 
Madeleine (Marley Shelton) whose aesthetic for 
noisy avant-garde fashion overwhelms his band’s 
humorless clatter. He loathes sellouts but needs 
money so he must write a commissioned piece 
for a “challenging” conceptual-art show. 


I Love You Phillip Morris 
(2010) - Directed by Glenn 


Ficarra 
Jim Carrey, Ewan McGregor. 


QO Archer: The Complete Sea- 
son One (2010) — Directed by 
Adam Reed 


@ The Reflecting Skin (1990) - 
Directed by Philip Ridley 


Seth Dove’s vampire comics inspire theories 


about creepy neighbor lady, Dolphin Blue. His 
brother, Cameron (Viggo Mortensen), returns 
to rural Idaho traumatized by his WWII experi- 
ences & falls for Dolphin to the horror of the na- 
ive Dove boy. Director Philip Ridley (The Krays/ 


Heartless) explores the nightmare of childhood. 


Dick Pope’s cinematography evokes painter An- 


drew Wyeth’s grey barns and grassy farmlands. 


Cameron — “Why don’t you go play with your 
friends?” Seth —“They’re all dead.” 


O The Venture Bros: Season 4, 
Vol. | (2010) Eric “Doc“ Ham- 
mer, Christopher McCulloch 


@ Waiting for “Superman” 
(2010) - Directed by Davis 
Guggenheim 


CO) Fringe: The Complete Third 
Season (2010) — Roberto Orci, 


Alex Kurtzman 
The show finds its way in season 2 and becomes 
quite good by this point. 


C) The Cleveland Show: The 
Complete Season One (2009) - 
Richard Appel, Mike Henry 


RAMEEN 


Web Office 


John Roberts — Glass Eights 
(DIAL) 


Christopher Rau - 
Asper Clouds (sMALLVILLE) 


Tin Man / Donato Dozzy - 
Acid Test 0! 12” 
(ABSURD RECORDINGS) 


RAMON AKA 
RADIUS 


Music producer/live beat performer/re- 
cord collector from Chicago... 


Check me out here: 
www.soundcloud.com/Radiusone 
www.myspace.com/radius 
Grittygoat.com 


Andreya Triana — Lost Where I 


Belong (NINATUNE) 

Produced by Simon Green (a.k.a. Bonobo), a 
great addition to the killer Black Sands album 
he put out earlier in 2010 that also featured An- 
dreya. She has a great original, pure and warm 
voice, plus Bonobo’s production is topnotch 
throughout. The album is short at nine tracks 
and though | wish there were more it’s defi- 
nitely satisfying. Standout tracks: “Lost Where 
| Belong,” “Far Closer,” “Up In Fire,” “A Town 
Called Obsolete.” 


Ghostface Killah — Apollo Kids 
(DEF JAM) 

Tony Starks takes the youngins to school on this 
one, murdering as usual... a lot of sick produc- 
tion, flipping various hip-hop samples from the 
past in a new way. Plus, guest artists who shine 
throughout. True Wu/Ghost heads are gonna dig 
the hero for sure on this release. Too bad due 
to poor promotion from the label it flew over 
a lot of heads. Standout tracks: “Drama,” “In 
The Park,” “Troublemakers,” “Handcuffin Them 
Hoes.” 


Madlib — Medicine Show #8: 


Advanced Jazz (STONES THROW) 

Madlib kills it on the decks and this one clocks 
in over 70 minutes... SUPERB mix of rare jazz, 
bebop, straight-ahead, fusion, avant-garde, you 
name it, it’s here — plus dialog from various 
sources, including comedy records/shows etc, 
throughout the mix to keep you in the blunted 
zone you started the mix with ;) |ALSO NOMI- 
NATE THIS EASILY ONE OF THE BEST ALBUM 
COVERS OF 2010! 


Madlib — Medicine Show #10: 
Black Soul (stoNES THROW) 

Another mix from Madlib in the Medicine Show 
monthly series. KILLER!!! Mix of 70s rare deep 
soul, funk, space disco, boogie etc etc etc... So 
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many joints compiled into over 70 minutes! 
Don’t even think of trying to use your Shazam 
application, | guarantee it won’t do you any jus- 
tice here... 


Roc Marciano —- Marcberg 
(FATBEATS) 

SICK!!! This is what rap should be... In my 
opinion | felt like | was in my early days of 
high school. Roc goes in on his self-produced 
beats and murders with that true NYC gritty 
organized crime reality steez. Plays from front 
to back. Standout tracks: “Pop,” “Panic,” “Ridin’ 
Around,” “Hide My Tears,” “Snow.” 


John Roberts — Glass Eights 
(DIAL) 

This album got a lot of rotation...Especially since 
lam currently an L.A. transplant via Chicago. Felt 
like a deep gray sky autumn season album. Real 
natural organic progressive sound. Def one the 
deep house heads would love and also the mini- 
mal tech house cats too. John tells a nice story 
with the various layers/textures he chooses 
to write with. Standout tracks: “Lesser,” “Navy 
Blue,” “Ever or Not,’ “Dedicated,” “Went.” 


Kanye West - My Beautiful 


Dark Twisted Fantasy (DEF JAM) 
LOLTHIS GUY!!! “I fantasized bout this back in 
Chicago”... What can I say (especially being from 
Chicago) about him and that line... sick! Always 
had the biggest love/hate for ’em, but when 
he shines he really SHINES. To me he showed/ 
proved himself. Brought a lot of sick production, 
instrumentation, and arranging throughout. Hav- 
ing a messed up relationship does a lot for him 
creatively and he shows it on this release. | dis- 
liked maybe four tracks, but the rest are stellar. 
Stop hating. Salud! Standout tracks: “Dark Fan- 
tasy,’ “Blame Game,” “Hell of a Life,” “Devil InA 
New Dress,” “Power.” 


Gonjasufi -— Sufi and A Killer 
(WARP) 

| really dug a lot of this album because it was one 
of the most diverse releases of the year.A very 
original and energetic true lo-fi collage.A multi- 
genre opus. | wouldn’t know where to begin on 
describing it, check it, no way to box it into one 
catagory and that’s how | feel music should be. 
Namaste. Standout tracks:“‘Ancestors,” “Sheep,” 
“Change,” “Dust,” “Made.” 


@ Enter The Void (201 1) - 
Directed by Gasper Noé 
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@A Prophet (2010) — Directed 
by Jacques Audiard 


Inception (2010) - Directed 
by Christopher Nolan 


Andrés = I (MAHOGANI Music) 

AKA DJ DEZ, Detroit native and part of the 
Slum Village family. Topnotch album for the 
boombap hip-hop instrumental beatheads and 
soulful/deep house cats alike. It’s executive pro- 
duced and pressed by KD] (a.k.a. Moodymann) 
himself so you know it’s worthy. To the point 
beattape style tracks plus good solid mid-up- 
tempo groovers. A WIDE variety of tracks to 
get you vibing out. Standout tracks: “Step Pat- 
tern,” “Sing About It,’ “Moments In Life” “Soul 
Brother Never Another,“ “Step to the Side,” 
“The Essence,” “A New Beginning Ya’ Know,’ 
“That’s What It Is.” 


Teebs — Ardour (BRAINFEEDER) 
Atmospheric, smoothe, pastel colored vibes. 
You can clearly tell that Teebs is also a painter/ 
visualist with the way he expresses himself 
through sound.Very subtle beats that take you 
on an internal journey. Part of the L.A. Brain- 
feeder crew and, in my opinion, a project that 
seems to stand out a lil more than some of the 
other releases they put out recently. Standout 
tracks: “Double Fifths,’ “While You Doooo,” 
“Lakeshore Ave.,” “Arthur's Birds,” “Why Like,” 
“Humming Birds.” 


Bilal - Airtight’s Revenge 

(PLUG RESEARCH) 

Though | was one of the many who had Bilal’s 
“real” sophomore and overly classic yet boot- 
legged “release“ at least five years before, | felt 
that this one was still good overall. Bilal took 
a more experimental/abstract approach than 
previous efforts and | found myself satisfied the 
majority of the time. Though in my opinion a few 
tracks should have been separated into a whole 
other project or maybe an EP of some sort, the 
tracks that | dug on here | REALLY DUG. | salute 
Bilal for building with a progressive independent 
label such as Plug Research, it’s always good to 
step outside the box and do what YOU feel. 
Definitely one worth checking out. COOOL 


Standout tracks: “All Matter,’ “Levels,” “Little 
One,” “Flying.” 


@Exit Through the Gift Shop 
(2010) - Directed by Banksy 


RICK FRYSTAK 


Jan Bang —- And Poppies From 


Kandahar (SAMADHISOUND) 

Lovely audioscapes of processed sound with 
instruments. Mysterious yet familiar tones and 
washes, creating symphonies of the air. Occa- 
sional rhythm, always unsettled with airy inte- 
gration featuring Jon Hassell, Arve Hedriksen, 
and Sidsel Endresen often being sampled live, 
processed, and placed back into the sound mix. 
Wonderous. 


Nils Petter Molvaer — 


Hamddd (tHirsty EAR) 

Searing trumpet movement...harmonized, 
broiled black tabs of bliss bombs. Sometimes in 
a skitting groove, always atmospheric, gaseous 
and scanning the direction. He’s there now. 


Jan Jelinek - 
Tierbeobachtungen (scare) 

Breezy, serene compositions using repetitive 
motifs of combined electronic sound...or pos- 
sessed, cryptic communication from somewhere 
in the artist's psyche. Rolling tolls of obscure 
narrative language. It works. 


Flavio Venturini -— Beija Flor 
(TRILHOS ARTE) 

Sweet, luscious, and moving Portuguese modern 
pop sounds by one of Brazil’s finest singers, and 
Clube Da Esquina alumni. Moody chords, falsetto 
heartwrench...melodies to hum later. Romantic 
and pop-sensitive. Sentimental phonic petting. 


Nik Bartsch’s Ronin — 

Llyria (ecm) 

Very unique music...its own style. New direc- 
tions for the jazz sport. Luxurious yet tense, 
repetitive, and pictorial themes play off of each 
other and feed the solo-not-solos. Right-on 
writing. Guys working each other to make it 
succeed. It do. 


Sacred Works — Composed by 
Valentin Silvestrov — featuring 
the Kiev Chamber Choir 
Profound, passionate melodies for choir, with 
ECM’s luscious sound. Beautiful compositions 
and harmony, melodic progression and cogent 
effect. Fans of Lauridsen, Whitacre and the like 


will enjoy these breathtaking performances. Play 
LOUD...or soft. 





Vicente Amigo — Paseo De 
Gracia (SONY) 

Heartfelt “new” flamenco guitar and ensemble. 
Staggering technique and astute composure. 
Sweltering, inspired soul and delivery. Poignant 
grace, coupling rousing bridges and verse. Incen- 
diary. 


Japanese Mini-LP 

CD Remasters 

Recently Amoeba acquired a most wonder- 
ful and singular collection of Japanese mini-LP 
sleeve CDs, many of which have had new mas- 
tering done in much higher quality than the 
original release (if there ever WAS an original 
CD).| would highly recommend looking through 
Amoeba’s stock for these discs to discover that 
some of your favorite music sounds even better 
than ever in these versions. I’ve found many fa- 
vorites that are like-new discoveries due to this 
enhanced CD sound, lovingly produced in Japan 
and sometimes including original LP-issue OBI 
strip replicas. Some of the highlights: 


Mahavishnu Orchestra, Birds of Fire, DSD HQCD, 
Sony Japan 


Hermeto Pascoal, Cérebro Magnético, 24bit, WEA 
Intl. 


Soft Machine, Seven, 24bit, Sony Japan 


Wayne Shorter, Native Dancer, DSD HQCD, 
Sony Japan 


Albert Mangelsdorff, Jaco Pastorius, Alphonse 
Mouzon, Trilogue Live, 24bit, MPS Japan 


Joe Zawinul, Dialects, DSD HQCD, Sony Japan 
Bossa Tres, Em Formal, 24bit,Mercury Japan 
Tamba Trio, Tempo Avanco, 24bit, Mercury Japan 


Weather Report, Weather Report (Ist), DSD 
HQCD, Sony Japan 


Allan Holdsworth, [OU Box Set with LP obis, 
Belle Japan 
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cea) 


Vangelis - Blade Runner 
Trilogy (UNIVERSAL) 

The great soundtrack, with tons (3-CD set) 
of extra music with dialog mixed within. Astral 
analogue synth cues and themes washing over 
the horizon, traversing genres with ease. Tran- 
quility hovers above the crackling futurist vision. 
Where’s my jet pack? 


John Surman/Howard Moody 
— Rain On The Window (cc™) 


Surman’s wonderful, unique reed style, con- 
joined with echo-y church organ. Classical- 
fueled romps with jazz hipness, always bobbing 
and weaving. Savory sound mix blends the music 
harmonious, like a choir. 


African Music Today — 


Various Artists (TRUTH & SOUL) 
Features Bama & the Family, Jojo Quo & His 
Challengers, Original Brothers among others. 
Great tracks all, with abundant groove baking in 
the potent, unique banquet. Head and shoulders 
above the plethora of Afro comps being heard. 
Delivers the goods. 


Rahim Alhaj — Little Earth 

(UR MUSIC) 

Lovely oud melody and chops by Alhaj on this 
2-CDer, with many worldly guest stars (Frisell, 
Buck,Velez, Kent, Klucevsek, etc) and the moods 
they conjure. Feels like a band, with nice quarter- 
tone string arrangements and smokey rhythm.A 
dish to be savored. 


Coleman Hawkins — At Ease 


With Coleman Hawkins PrestiGE) 
Hawk’s fumy, silvery inimitable tenor sax sounds 
good. Especially right now. This is a relaxed ses- 
sion...““At Ease,’ no? The Hawk knows notes 
to tickle the tact, stroke emotion...“say” his 
business. Wonderful old ’50s sound in the Van 
Gelder CD remaster or any LP version. 


Elvin Jones — Genesis (BLUE NOTE) 

Elvin sounding righteously regal on the tubs, with 
three saxists, fat flutes, and some super reverb-y 
Van Gelder sound to make this a straight-ahead 
yet very cosmic date. Smoking solos, rolling fills, 
and growling bass grind. Really holds up over 
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time. Dandy LP graphics say it all. The CD ver- 
sion is a big Mosaic box set with many sessions 
over this time period. 


itsnotyouitsme -— Fallen 


Monuments (NEW AMSTERDAM) 
Sweeping sound sphere, from violin and guitar 
with looping electronic melody. Deep chords 
and audio accessory, fascinating timbres and 
tune-ish modes. Minimal prog mantras. 


Rosinha De Valenca — 

Um Violao Em Primeiro Plano 
(BMG JAPAN) 

Coolsville bossa guitar-meets-Mancini-ish score 
in this 24bit K2 remaster. Valenca shows her 
Baden Powell-ish chops and croons in a very 
sweet tone, with chorus singers and 1960s band 
sound. Much pow variety with even some 4/4 
funk for timely affectation. Portu-pop that’s soft- 
ly confounding. 


Neil Young — Le Noise (Reprise) 
Sludgy folk rock masterpiece with Lanois at the 
helm...Can’t lose. 


Tip: 

*Please check out my new CD, Blue Light Vista, on In 
Tone Music, for a seriously deep, expressive and atmo- 
spheric experience. 


*For the best in 24/7 streaming 20th Century classical 
music, point your mouse to www.wgqxr.org/series/q2, 
(iTunes Radio; Classical; Q2).Then come over and pick 
up the CD in full resolution fidelity in our wonderful 20th 
Century section. 


RIKS. 


On a mission to rebirth the music 
industry. 


Death to corporations!!! 


Feeling the need to cleanse my musical palate, I’ve 
begun a journey through the Amoeba classical sec- 
tion. (Quite an eye-opening experience, by the way.) 
Holy shit! Some of this stuff is intense! If you want 
something that will engage and challenge your ear, 
as well as provide moments of serene bliss, try these 
on for size... 


Bela Bartok: The 6 String 
Quartets - Composed by Bela 
Bartok — Featuring the Emer- 
son String Quartet 


Shostakovich: The String Quar- 
tets (Box Set) - Composed by 
Dmitry Shostakovich - 
Featuring the Fitzwilliam 
String Quartet 


Webern: Works for String 
Quartet - Composer: Anton 
Webern - Featuring the 
Emerson String Quartet 


The Russian Cello -— 
Composers: Igor Stravinsky, 
Dmitry Shostakovich, Alfred 
Schnittke — Featuring Torleif 
Thedeen, Roland Pontinen 


Schoenberg: The Piano Music - 
Composer: Arnold 
Schoenberg -— Featuring 
Maurizio Pollini 


Liszt: Piano Sonata in B Minor 
— Composer: Franz Liszt - 
Featuring Mikhail Pletnev 


ROXXHOLLYWOOD 


Keepin’ it real in 201 | 


Bruce Springsteen — 

The Promise: The Darkness On 
The Edge Of Town Story 
(COLUMBIA) 

3-CD / 3-DVD box set....the packaging on this 
is avesome...and of course everything inside is 
amazing. ..bruuuuuucccce 


Old 97’s — The Grand Theatre 


Volume One (NEWWEST RECORDS) 
| truly loved this album.... 


Wanda Jackson - The Party 


Ain’t Over (NONESUCH) 
and she is hella right. 


Get Up Kids - There Are Rules 
(QUALITY HILL RECORDS) 

Upon hearing the first song | said, “Wait, is this 
really the Get Up Kids?” But the rest of the al- 
bum was indeed the Get Up Kids. 


@Alien Anthology (Blu-ray) 
Again, the packaging on this is so cool...| have 
to admit, | have bought so many different incar- 
nations of these movies...VHS, laser disc, laser 
disc box set, DVD, DVD boxset, and now Blu- 
ray...but ya know, In Space No One Can Hear 
You Scream... 


y y 


RM 


Classical Buyer for Amoeba Hollywood 


Previously Senior Manager for Catalog 
Music at Wherehouse Entertainment 
and Virgin Megastores 


Barber of Seville - Composer: 
Rossini - Featuring Joyce Di 
Donato - Antonio Pappano, 
Conductor 

A superb new Barber of Seville with the Ameri- 
can Mezzo Joyce Di Donato conducted by Anto- 
nio Pappano music director of the Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden. 


Symphony #8 &9 - 
Composer: Dvorak -— 
Featuring Sir Charles 


Mackerras, Conductor 

This is a valedictory recording by the late Con- 
ductor Sir Charles Mackerras and the Czech 
Philharmonic. Despite his Australian background 
Mackerras had a profound knowledge of Czech 
Music. This is the only recording of Dvorak’s 
“New World Symphony” that Mackerras re- 
corded. 


Die schéne Miillerin - Compos- 
er: Schubert — Featuring Mark 


Padmore, Paul Lewis 

Tenor Mark Padmore and pianist Paul Lewis 
perform the great Schubert song cycle “Die 
schone Miullerin.” This is one of the rare re- 
cordings that uses a tenor as Schubert intend- 
ed. Pianist Paul Lewis is no mere accompanist 
but an equal partner. 
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Nocturnes — Composer: 
Chopin, Featuring Nelson 
Freire 

Chopin’s Nocturnes have been recorded many 
times but Nelson Freire, the Brazilian pianist, is 
one of the best ever recorded. Freire, now in 
his late sixties, is emerging as one of the world’s 
greatest pianists. 


Media Vita - Composer: John 
Sheppard -— Featuring Stile 
Antico 

Media Vita is a collection of the choral music of 
15th Century English composer John Sheppard 
as performed by the English vocal ensemble Stile 
Antico. The album gets its name from the mas- 
sive antiphon Media Vita that forms the core of 
the album. 


SARAH BEAR 


the song “here comes the sun” by the 
beatles holds major significance for me. 


adventurer. lover. foodie. student in all 
aspects of life. 


“It is the artist’s business to create 
sunshine when the sun fails.” 


“Sometimes progress is not always linear, 
but it is always possible. Sometimes, it 
just takes walking to the edge to find 

your center.” 


Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
(2010) - Directed by Edgar 
Wright 

| know, | know what you're thinking. You haven’t 
watched this movie because Michael Cera is in it 
and youre tired of the predictability of his char- 
acter. But you’re wrong. Scott Pilgrim vs. the World 
is one of the funnest movies I’ve ever seen. If 
you're a fan of Nintendo games (or Konami/ar- 
cade games), you'll absolutely adore this movie. 
So witty, so fun, and a killer soundtrack to boot. 
| geeked out pretty hard when | saw this movie. 
Edgar Wright created yet another masterpiece. 


Warpaint - The Fool 

(ROUGH TRADE) 

Are you feeling angsty? Having seen Warpaint a 
few times in concert, there is no doubt in my 
mind that these ladies have true, raw talent. 
The best way to describe this album would be 
dreamy girl grunge. This album leaves me in the 
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ultimate trance. They toured with The XX so 
they’re of a similar genre — however | think 
that Warpaint has seemingly more substance. 
Also, the drummer OWNS. 


Kanye West - My Beautiful 


Dark Twisted Fantasy 
(ROCK-A-FELLA/DEF JAM) 

Pure genius, sheer gold. | find it easy to say that 
Kanye West doesn’t fail to impress with this al- 
bum — with the opening track perfectly paving 
the way in showing the true essence, the dark 
and the light of Kanye West. My favorite tracks 
on this album include: “All of the Lights” (so 
damn catchy, | find myself singing this allllllll the 
time); “Monster” (Nicki Minaj rips this shit up 
like no other); “Devil in a New Dress” (ladies, 
this song is AMAZING to get ready to — just 
makes you feel so damn sexy); and of course, 
“Runaway” (which is an ode to all the assholes 
you've ever been treated like shit by). Basically 
— GET THIS ALBUM. No questions asked. Best 
line in the album: “I’m living the future so the 
presence is my past, my presence is a present 
kiss my ass.” 


Twin Shadow - Forget (TERRIBLE 
RECORDS) 

Hypnotic. Nostalgia-evoking. Danceable. This 
album is fantastic and easy to listen to all the 
way through over and over again. If you like dark 
disco/’80s, you'll adore this. It’s just fucking IN- 
CREDIBLE. 


The Town (2010) - 
Directed by Ben Affleck 


@ Machete (2010) — Directed 
by Robert Rodriguez/Ethan 
Maniquis 

| LOVE GRINDHOUSE FILM, so | really enjoyed 
this movie. This movie pushes so many buttons, 
and has Danny Trejo slicing up all kinds of ass. 
So. Damn. Fun. 


Tame Impala — Innerspeaker 
(MODULAR RECORDINGS) 

My favorite album to listen to all the way through, 
especially on road trips. This band sounds a lot 
like the Beatles + amazingly psychedelic. Perfect 
for daydreaming. 


Tip: 
the piano bar is one of my favorite spots to hear some 
amazing live music. 


http://audiomap.tuneglue.net/ is one of the best websites 
EVER for discovering new music based on the artists you 
already like. 





SCOTT 
BUTTERWORTH 
EST.1984 


A gentleman and a scholar... 
and at other times a philanthropist 
and a connoiseur. 


Keeping the bacon-wrapped hot dog 
industry alive since 2002. 


No Age - Everything In 
Between (sus PoP) 


Chase and Status — 


No More Idols (mtA/ MERCURY) 

Micheal Jackson took a foundation of R&B, soul, 
rock & roll,and pop music, and transcended the 
genres and artform to a level that only he has 
since occupied. UK Drum & Bass/Dubstep duo, 
Chase and Status, have achieved a similar feat in 
the bass-driven electronic music world. They’ve 
taken a foundation of Drum & Bass, Dubstep, 
hip-hop and pop, and transcended to a catego- 
rization all of their own. This is an epic, EPIC 
record! Lead single “Blind Faith” is a song that 
has such epic, anthemic, spiritual, transcendent- 
ly universal appeal, | wouldn’t be surprised to 
hear it as a theme song to the next Olympics 
or World Cup. “Blind Faith” is my pick for the 
best song of 2011. Hell, it’s the best song of this 
nascant decade! Guest vocalists include: Liam 
Bailey, Cee-Lo Green, Plan B, Tinie Tempah, and 
White Lies, among others. 


Plan B - The Defamation of 


Strickland Banks (679/ATLANTIC) 
White-boy soul from UK rapper-turned-singer/ 
songwriter, Ben Drew. On paper, it sounds risky. 


But on record, it’s magnificent. Each song on 
the record outdoes the one before it. “Here To 
Stay” and “The Recluse” are two of the catchi- 
est songs I’ve heard all year. Fans of LA’s Mayer 
Hawthorne will dig this one. 


White Lies — Ritual 

(FICTION / GEFFEN) 

One of the newest branches to sprout from the 
Joy Division family tree. Their debut album, To 
Lose My Life, was released at the end of 2008 
and broke pretty big in the UK and Europe, but 
slipped by relatively unnoticed in the US. Chanc- 
es are you'll find a copy in the clearance sec- 
tion, but don’t judge a CD by its “red sticker”... 
it'll be the best $1.99 you’ve ever spent! Now 
they're back bigger and better than ever with 
their second album, Ritual, drawing its inspira- 
tions from equal parts Joy Division, Echo & The 
Bunnymen, Depeche Mode, and Muse, and fits 
nicely in the mix next to contemporaries like 
Editors, The Horrors, and Interpol. | love this 
band... | love this album! 


Nero — Me & You 12” 

(MTA RECORDS) 

There might be a full-length album in the works 
by the time this goes to press, but for now the 
newest output we have from the UK dubstep 
duo is this single. It’s massive anthemic “stadium 
dubstep” with pounding drums, piercing synths, 
battering ram guitars and basslines... and it 
might just be my favorite song of the year. 


Magnetic Man — Magnetic Man 
(COLUMBIA) 


The Wombats - This Modern 
Glitch (14TH FLOOR RECORDS) 


Japandroids —- Heavenward 
Grand Prix 7” (POLYVINYL RECORD CO,) 


The Pains Of Being Pure At 
Heart — Belong (Slumberland) 


Shoegaze-y indie pop from Brooklyn. It’s music 
that makes you feel young and old at the exact 
same time... music that makes you feel happy 
and sad at the exact same time... music that 
makes you feel in love and heartbroken at the 
exact same time... and it feels pretty good/bad. 


Katy Perry — Teenage Dream 
(CAPITOL) 

It’s a solid pop album, start to finish. Nothing 
more, nothing less. | like it. But I'll never admit it. 
If you tell anybody, I’ll call you a dirty liar. 
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The Naked And Famous — 


Passive Me, Aggressive You 
(SOMEWHAT DAMAGED) 


Pendulum — Immersion (warner) 


Underworld — Barking (cookinc 
VINYL) 


Tame Impala — Innerspeaker 
(MODULAR RECORDINGS) 

This is what The Beatles would have sounded 
like if they spent their formative years in pres- 
ent-day Brooklyn instead of Hamburg, Germany. 
Subtle...yet brilliant. Brilliantly subtle...or may- 
be subtly brilliant. 


Mona - Teenager 7” 
(ZION NOIZ RECORDINGS) 


Yuck — Yuck (FAT possum) 

This debut album and lead single “Holing Out” 
will take you back to a time when “blogs” 
were called “zines”...“iPods” were called 
“Walkman”...“podcasts” were called “college 
radio”... and it was worth risking an ass-kicking 
to steal your older brother’s Replacements, 
Hiisker Du, Mission of Burma, and Dinosaur Jr. 
records. 


The Bloody Beetroots — 
Best Of...Remixes (DIM MAK RECORDS) 


Breakage — Foundation 

(album) & “Fighting Fire” 
(single) (DIGITAL SOUNDBOY) 

Kinda like The XX... if The XX were a little 
darker... a little bass-ier... a little dancier... and 
produced moody captivating beats for a variety 
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of vocalists ranging in style from soul to house 
to hip-hop; with some drum & bass and/or dub- 
step flairs thrown in here and there. 


The Vaccines — What Did You 


Expect From The Vaccines? 
(COLUMBIA) 

Like Buddy Holly hanging out with The Ramones 
at Coachella. If The Strokes kept rock and roll 
alive in the 00s... then The Vaccines might just 
do the same in the ’10s. 


S.TALADA 


amoeba employee #036 


someday i'll tell you something about 
myself that nobody else knows... 


Tapage & Meander - Etched In 


Salt (TYMPANIK AUDIO) 
brainy and possibly illegal 


Niveau Zero —- In_Sect 
(AD NOISEAM) 
... Watch out for that first step... 


Subheim -—- No Land Called 


Home (AD NOSIEAM) 
lonesome midnight ramblings 


Access To Arasaka — Void 
(TYMPANIK AUDIO) 
life enhancing audio 


Access To Arasaka — <==null> 


(self released) 
fringe science electronica 


Proem — Enough Conflict (Nsmp) 
sprinkle some in the backyard 


Tzolk’in — Tonatiuh (ANtT-ZEN) 
ritual 


Roel Funcken — Vade (AD NosIEAM) 
... a desperately yelled misunderstanding on the 
dance floor... 


C.H. District — Conclusion 
(M-TRONIC) 
wrinkle free beats 


False Mirror — Derelict World 
(MALIGNANT RECORDS) 
good clean dark 


Pan Sonic — Gravitoni (BLAST FIRST 


[PETITE]) 
plug it in 


The Killamanjaro Darkjazz 


Ensemble — Here Be Dragons 
(AD NOISEAM) 

housebroken, truthful, honest, and trustworthy 
from 09. 


Mono-Amine — Do Not Bend 
(ANT-ZEN) 
Zerstorung durch Technik 


Geistform — Transistor Music 
2010 (HANDs) 


megawatt electro funk 


SPENCER 


@Stoked & Broke (2010) —- 
Directed by Cyrus Sutton 


Surfari staycation on zero dollars. Great movie 
with a great message. 


@ Restrepo (2010) — Directed 
by Sebastian Junger, 

Tim Hetherington 

This documentary will disturb you. That being 
said, it will also give you an entirely different per- 
spective on the war in Afghanistan. 


Kelley Stoltz —- To Dreamers 
(SUB POP) 


White Fence — White Fence 
(WOODSIST) 


Tonetta — 777 (BLACK TENT PRESS) 
Jonathan Richman - O Moon, 
Queen of Night on Earth (varor 


RECORDS) 


Allah Las - Catamaran/Long 
Journey 7” (Pres) 





Nick Waterhouse & The Turn 
Keys — Some Place/That Place 
7” (PRES RECORDS) 


Longmont Potion Castle - 
Volume 8 


Jim Sullivan - U.F.O. 


California folk reissue 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WslouGNOWr8 


@ Winnebago Man (2010) - 
Directed by Ben Steinbauer 


Never Ever - Shake a Baby EP 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

kordory.tv 

Tip: 

marinelayerproductions.com 


TERRY SMITH 


Father of 5 — my 3 daughters, 
my girlfriend & her son. Ohio State 
football & basketball fanatic!!! 

I love going to Cap City to watch 
the UFC with Garcia. 


@ Black Swan (2010) - Directed 
by Darren Aronofsky 


This movie is different. Pay attention the whole 
way. It was really good in its own way. 


@ True Grit (2010) - Directed 
by Ethan Coen, Joel Coen 


| saw this movie when | was a little boy with John 
Wayne. The remake is right there with it. Good 
job Mr. Bridges. 
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@ Yogi Bear (2010) — Directed 
by Eric Brevig 


It’s funny, this was my cartoon when | was young, 
so it was a must-see for me. Yo Boo Boo!! 


@ The King’s Speech (2010) - 
Directed by Tom Hooper 


This was my favorite movie.| saw it with my mom 
& she loved it too! It’s a true story & it’s another 
underdog-overachiever succeeds movie. 


The Black Keys — Brothers 
(NONESUCH) 

| found out this band was from Akron so | 
bought the CD & it is really good. Then | saw 
them on Saturday Night Live. Go Black Keys! My 
hometown is Akron so | like it even more. 


R Kelly —- Love Letter (ive) 

| like this CD. R. Kelly really gets down on some 
of these songs & a nice tribute to Mr. Michael 
Jackson. Rest in peace! 


TRAVIS KING 


Wild Nothing -— Gemini 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 
Sexy dream pop from Virginia. 


Crocodiles — Sleep Forever 

(FAT POSSUM) 

Scuzzy guitar and pop melodies recall The Jesus 
and Mary Chain and Sonic Youth. 


Warpaint - The Fool (RouGH 
TRADE) 
Mishmash of electronic and beautiful quiet vocals. 


@Exit Through the Gift Shop 
(2010) - Directed by Banksy 


Contemporary/Street art made disgustingly 
simple. 


I’m Still Here (2010) - 
Directed by Casey Affleck 


Joaquin Phoenix turns in his best role playing 
himself and playing the audience along the way. 


@ Dogtooth (2011) — Directed 


by Giorgos Lanthimos 
Perverse and disturbing study on the family dy- 
namic. 
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TREVOR 
"REMEMBER THAT 
ONE TIME’ 


Green eyed long hair. 


@ Enter The Void (2009) -— 
Directed by Gaspar Noe 


# Dogtooth (2011) -— Directed 
by Giorgos Lanthimos 


Ip Man (2010) - Directed by 
Wilson Yip 


@ Zodiac (2007) — Directed by 


David Fincher 
This is David Fincher’s best work! 


#€1m Still Here (2010) - 
Directed by Casey Affleck 


O Breaking Bad 


Season I, 2 or 3 
Created by Vince Gilligan. Still the best show on 
TV! 


Tip: 

There is just too much music in my head to pick. Although 
that Brothers album (Black Keys) is way good. I’ve been 
watching a lot of BBC stuff: Killer Whales are so smart. 

| hope Theodore Kaczynski wasn’t right, those Particle 
Accelerators sure are scary. 


PS Love is all you need. 





TUNA 


Check out my zine, 
What’s the Jam? 


Duran Duran - 


All You Need Is Now 
(S-CURVE RECORDS) 

New Duran Duran, holy ef- 
fin smokes!!! Produced by a Mr. 
Mark Ronson, Duran Duran went 
back into their Rio sound closet and 
pulled out some old tricks. Classic John 
Taylor Chic-esque boppable bass lines, 
a wailing Le Bon, passionate as ever, Sir Nick 
Rhodes adding beeps and bops, and the poppy 
backbone keeping beat known as Roger Taylor. 
Get pumped: “Girl Panic” is the album’s new 
“Girls on Film,’ and “The Man Who Stole a 
Leopard“ is a modern-day “Chauffeur.” Uh 
Huh. Uh Huh. 





I Object - Save Yourself 7” 

(FERAL KIDS RECORDS) 

Two new gems and a Screamers cover. Pumped 
that this female-fronted upstate NY thrash 
band is still at it. Posi core at its best, “Savior” is 
charged, and Barb’s vocals are fiercer and more 
pissed than ever. Total no brainer. Get down! 


Anika —- Anika (stones THROW) 

| don’t know why Peanut Butter Wolf rules 
so hard, but he does. Introducing to the Wolf/ 
Hawthorne/Blacc/Pants family is Anika.And she’s 
nuts. She’s a space-age, gothy, delicate singer with 
good beats and eerie organs. Her and Geneva 
Jacuzzi should tour together. Trooth! 


Thou — Summit (SOUTHERN LORD) 

’'m not into doomy, sludgy metal. And | cer- 
tainly don’t like eight and a half minute drawn 
out songs that could be done in two. But Thou? 
Thou is different. Four songs on white vinyl. 
That’s all they need. The boys from Baton Rouge 
are pissed, and you’re gonna hear about it. They 
have intense build ups, climax, and change mood 
by the end of the song; the exact opposite of 
what | like. Maybe | should calm down. 


Off! -— First Four EPs 7” vice 
RECORDS) 

Mr. Nervous Breakdown himself, Keith Morris, is 
at it again. He’s still mad. He still doesn’t belong. 
He’s still a total spazz. And he still knows how 
to make the totally perfect one-minute punk 


song. Four 7”s, artwork by Raymond Pettibon. 
Uhhh...DUH! 






— 


NE 


VIOLA 


World buyer who builds wells in Ethiopia 
(www.villagepace.org) 


Ballaké Sissoko/ 
Vincent Segal - 


Chamber Music 
(SIX DEGREES) 
What it says: Quiet music on 
kora and cello, the first such col- 
laboration ever if I’m not mistak- 
en. And it works because both players, 
one Malian, one French, are obviously hav- 
ing a good time and seem relaxed at what 
they are doing. Charming, atmospheric, dif- 
ferent! 









Manose — Dhyana Aman 

(WHITE SWAN) 

Yes, it’s meditation music but nothing 
concocted on keyboards. Manose is the 

guy that plays his bamboo flute whenever the 
Dalai Lama is on tour, and he also works with 
Deva Premal and others. Here his guests are Ti- 
betan: Choying Drolma and Dorje Lama. Simple, 
but beautiful. 


Angola Soundtrack — 


Various Artists (ANALOG AFRICA) 
From the Dj that brought us the African Scream 
Contest. Lusophone music from a forgotten 
country in Africa, Angola, starting in the 1970s, 
some Latin-tinged, some psychedelic, always 
great guitar. For lovers of Nigeria Special, Or- 
chestra Baobab, etc. 


AfroCubism - Various Artists 
(WORLD CIRCUIT) 

A meeting of some of the best Malian players 
(Toumani Diabate, Bassekou Kouyate, Kasse 
Mady Diabate, and more) in Havana with Cuban 
musicians (fronted by the great Eliades Ochoa 
of Buena Vista Social Club fame). Obviously this 
had to be a great album, covering the best of 
both worlds. 


Asmara All Stars — 


Eritrea’s Got Soul 

(OUT HERE RECORDS) 

Modern Ethio-reggae/soul/reggae from a part of 
the world that is dear to me.A project between 
Eritrean performers and French musicians that 
works and reflects what one would hear there 
nowadays walking in the streets. 
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Egypt Noir: Nubian Soul 
Treasures — Various Artists 
(PIRANHA) 

Another Mahmoud Fadl (a Nubian drummer 
based in Germany) project of swinging, driving 
southern Egyptian/Sudanese music, featuring the 
late Ali Hassan Kuban, Abou Saleh, and others. 


Next Stop Soweto 2 - Various 


Artists (stRuT) 

One would have to buy this compilation for 
the Heroes’ “Funky Message” as well as other 
groovy South African underground tracks from 
the ’70s. Not much mbaqanga or jazz here (as 
on the other comps on the same label) but soul 
& funk. 


DJ YAYA 


International DJ since 1996... 


Lykke Li - Little Bit EP 
(LL RECORDINGS) 


Kanye West - My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy (DEF JAM) 


Nicki Minaj -— Pink Friday 
(CASH MONEY) 


Crystal Castles — Crystal 
Castles (II) (FICTION RECORDS) 


M.I.A. — Maya (INTERSCOPE) 


@ Mi Vida Loca/My Crazy Life 
(1994) - Directed by Allison 
Anders 


Tip: 

Check out ILHAME PARIS, her voice is poignant, sultry, 
spirited & rich. She mourns of love lost, offers hope & sings 
with candor. Check out her world tour! 
www.I|Lhame-Paris.com 


Check out BEAUTY IS PAIN BOUTIQUE & RECORDS AD 
NAUSEAM, | 443 N. Highland in Hollywood. They have 
one of a kind & rare merchandise from records & band 
tees, to sequins dresses & art. Incredible original clothing 
designs by Rio Warner. In-store theme parties with the best 
DJs & bands. Open | 2-1 0pm everyday. 


Check out LIVE FOOTAGE, a Brooklyn-based band, with 
Topu Lyo (electric cello) & Mike Thies (drums, synth). 1 saw 
them perform at a hip-hop show in Brooklyn. Check out 
their California tour! www.livefootagebrooklyn.com 
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If you're a new “Dj,“ please read this book... How To DJ 
Right:The Art & Science of Playing Records, by Frank 
Broughton & Bill Brewster. 


DJ YaYa presents.. NO SEGREGATION IN MUSIC! 
ANYTHING GOES! JAM SESSIONS @ BEAUTY IS PAIN 
BOUTIQUE, | 443 N. Highland in Hollywood. Every 
Tuesday with Guests Djs from around the globe. To benefit 
Autism Charities, dedicated to my brother Michael. 


Free DJ YaYa Mix-tapes: 
www.percussionlab.com/sets/dj_ya_ya/mixtape_2010 
www.soundcloud.com/djyayamix 
www.myspace.com/djyayamix 


ZAC BOUVION 


Jazz Room / Freeway 


Abner Jay — Last Ole Minstrel 


Man 10” (mississiPP!) 

This is a ten-inch addendum to Mississippi’s al- 
ready stellar documentation of Jay’s howling ’60s 
&’70s one man band set-up, recorded near the 
end of his life, with the barest of accompani- 
ment. Sounding far more frail and ghostly than 
the blustery stomp & shout of his early works, 
there’s a gorgeous rendition of Delta staple, “Sit- 
ting On Top of the World.” 


Daphne Oram - Oramics 

(YOUNG AMERICANS UK) 

Fascinating 4-LP overview of this unsung heroine 
of electronic composition. Oram was the first 
director of the BBC Radiophonic Workshop, 
and created a large and diverse canon of mate- 
rial using techniques developed in her own stu- 
dio. Like Delia Derbyshire and Raymond Scott, 
many of her experiments were put to com- 
mercial work in radio/TV pitches — some are 
contained here, alongside concrete forays & film 
score material. Oram should definitely be added 
to the list of Great Ladies of Early Electronics 
(here’s looking at you, Derbyshire/Oliveros/Ra- 
digue). Sadly there’s no historical documentation 
to accompany the four discs of bleeps & bloops, 
but there’s tons of info online. 


Ramases -— Space Hymns 

(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

Mexican Summer has really had my number 
in the reissue department lately. Lots of stuff 
ve hunted for/known on disc (Fraction/Beau- 
soliel), now dressed up in gorgeous packaging 
for another chance at infamy. This 1971 oddity 
was originally released on Vertigo, and features 
the familiar mix of astral prog, raga, and plucky 
acoustic hymnal found on classic albums of many 





contemporaries & labelmates. Space Hymns tells 
a warped tale that encompasses Egyptian & 
Christian mythology, and a unique concoction 
of Astro-spiritual otherness. Druggy and obtuse, 
but not exclusionary, Ramases’ voice bears some 
resemblance to Bolan circa Tyrannosaurus Rex, 
but replacing the playful whimsy with brooding 
mysticism. Kitchen-sink percussion & chanting 
like Incredible String Band — Twink’s legendary 
Think Pink album also comes to mind. 


Aguaturbia — Aguaturbia/ 


Volumen 2 (LION PRODUCTIONS) 

Ripping femme-fronted psych pop from Chile. 
Apart from some Latin percussion, there is 
nothing to give away its origin musically — 
these records are every bit as “turned on” as 
any parallel American or Brit traveler circa ’69. 
Heavy West Coast psych vibes (Jefferson Air- 
plane en Espanol), rambling downer moments, 
Yoko-esque treated vocals, interesting takes on 
American pop, and very forward sexuality. The 
second album (1970) is slightly darker in tone 
and harsher in orchestration — swinging from 
mournful, to full-on screaming and fuzz riffs. 


@ Valhalla Rising (2009) - 
Directed by Nicolas Winding 
Refn 


Breathtaking in its bleak austerity, and savage 
brutality. Uniformly grim, until the drugs kick in. 
The stunning lack of a score in crucial parts adds 
so much to the film’s environment. The New 
World is indeed Hell. 


Street and Gangland Rhythms 
- Beats & Improvisations by 


Six Boys in Trouble (smMiTHSONIAN 
FOLKWAYS) 

Another doozy from Folkways. 1959 field re- 
cordings documenting day-to-day life for kids in 
New York’s worst slums. Pre-teen street-corner 
percussion bands banging on whatever they can 
get their hands on, and boastful proto-rap that is 
as much nursery rhyme, as beat-speak. Most of 
the lyrical content is playful, but you can already 
hear the violence seeping in. Utterly unique, but 
recalling some indirect Haitian or Jamaican in- 
fluence in the paint-bucket Voodoo drums and 
Calypso cadence. (I hope they reissue my record 
of Native American Mushroom Ceremonies 
next...) 


Tip: 

- Seeing Jandek perform was an honor and a privilege 
(and the music was fucking stellar too). Mike Watt was 
right-on and the gentleman himself seemed to be enjoying 
the volume and propulsion of the set — hope we'll be 
seeing him around more. 


- Check out Marc Maron’s WTF Podcast. 


- RIP - Captain Beefheart 


KAREN 


there were a whole lot of great records 
to choose from this time around... 


Daniel Martin Moore — 


In the Cool of the Day (sus Pop) 

i LOVE this record. maybe my favorite of the 
bunch. it struck me at the right time — being 
joyful and reflective and simmering and spiritual 
all at once. there is a warmth here, with the 
gospel songs and the originals laced seamlessly 
between each other. the echoes of the piano and 
the mandolin are nothing but soulful. the sound 
and the production is... well...sweet. it is 
soothing. and mystical. My Morning Jacket’s Jim 
James is on banjo. moore's voice is really com- 
forting. if you like iron and wine, joshua james, 
ray lamontagne — you'll like this record. 


Jose James & Jef Neve - 

For All We Know verve) 

another amazing soulful voice. jose james’ voice 
is SO lovely and SO understated that it seeps 
into you long after hearing it. this is a straight- 
up-jazz record. vocals and piano — and that’s 
it. jazz standards that you will know well. jose 
was the vocalist for gilles peterson’s electronic 
records, but this is nothing like those. and even 
with a bit of a pacing problem (most of the songs 
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are in the same key also) it is worth forgiving the 
youthful self-produced missteps because of the 
sheer musicality he owes a lot to johnny hart- 
man and joe williams, but he has a style ALL his 
own, and it is magnificent. 


Adele — 21 (coLumsia) 

speaking of amazing voices. her voice sounds 
even more worn in, even deeper and more 
haunting — like a faded photograph of some- 
thing you can ALMOST remember. she nails 
it. though her sophomore effort is a bit more 
“hollywood”; more “produced” than her debut, 
each song is well chosen and she is able to reach 
that emotional depth that pulls you right in. this 
record is moody, and it is less brassy than her 
first one, but as strong as her voice is, she has 
a fragility that surfaces and makes it impossible 
not to listen. 


Charles Bradley - 


No Time For Dreaming (DAPTONE) 
daptone records brings in another gem. in the 
james brown style, rough and sandpaper vocals 
along with a great backing band with punchy 
horns and a groovy rhythm section. this is hard 
knock experience delivered through classic ’60s 
style R&B. good stuff. 


Bill Frissell & 

Vinicius Cantuaria — 

Lagrimas Mexicanas (ENT. | Music) 
an interesting collaboration with one of my 


favorite guitarists and brazilian singer-songwrit- 
er. 


Bei ’Ru - 

Little Armenia 
(MUSA-LER MUSIC) 

“sampling is archeology” it 
says on Bei ’Ru’s website. 
and this record DOES re- 
ally sound like found relics 
and bones from another era 
fused with modern hip-hop. i 
dug it. check it out. especially 
if you like "60s and ’70s funk 
and psychedelic beats. 


Mumford & Sons - 
Sigh No More 
(GLASSNOTE) 

a lot has already been said 
about this record. but it’s all 
true. and this one is a keeper. 
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Florence & The Machines — 
Lungs (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 


even more has been said about THIS record. 


her voice is deep and gravelly and gritty. like 
ground up glass in your bowl of cheerios. the 
fairy harp and folky instrumentals make a nice 
juxtaposition. 


The Secret Sisters — The Secret 


Sisters (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 

pure country and vocal harmonies. pedal steel 
lament all the way through. reminiscent of the 
andrews sisters. produced by t-bone burnett. 


Death - Spiritual, Mental, 


Physical (prAc city) 

Black Punk Rockers from detroit in the early 
seventies. what?? yup. this is a re-issue of early 
demos. put it on. turn it UP. 


Fred Frith — Eye to Earth (1zapik) 
typically quirky and hard to follow. but so worth 
it if you do. the third installment of his film 
soundtrack music with a stellar group of musi- 
cians. 


Sofrito: Tropical Dischoteque - 


Various Artists (TRUT) 

a wonderful collection of “heavy tropical dance- 

floor sounds from africa, the caribbean and 
south america.” it grooves and jerks and makes 

your feet move! 


~ and some worthy mentions: 

The Decemberists 
- The King Is Dead 
(CAPITOL) 


Cee-Lo Green — 
The Lady Killer 
(ELEKTRA/ASYLUM) 


Yukmouth - 

The Tonite Show: 
Thuggin’ & Mobbin’ 
(FRESH IN THE FLESH) 


East Oakland in the house! collaboration 
with DJ Fresh and the hometown crew. 


Ray LaMontagne - 
God Willin’ & The Creek 
Don’t Rise (Rca) 


P.J. Harvey - Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT) 


Rumer - Seasons Of My Soul 
(WARNER BROS. UK) 


CTI Jazz Label Re-issues 
remastered and re-issued, the creed taylor se- 
ries was a staple of seventies jazz and early fu- 
sion with deodato, george benson, ron carter, 
milt jackson, and many others. one of my favorite 
records of ALL TIME was just re-issued as part 
of this series: jim hall’s concierto was a record i 
listened to until the grooves wore out. for you 
jazz heads, it featured jim hall on guitar, roland 
hanna on piano, ron carter on bass, stave gadd 
on drums, chet baker on trumpet, and paul des- 
mond on alto saxophone. it was arranged by the 
great don sebesky, produced by creed taylor, and 
recorded by the legendary blue note producer, 
rudy van gelder. it doesn’t get any better than 
that. jim’s silky, buttery smooth guitar is slinky 
and sticky and everything in between. this re- 
cord slides from swingin’ to heartwrenching 
with a rare glimpse of unparalleled musicians 
trading licks and taking it to another level to- 
gether. the entire album is amazing, but the 
standout track of rodrigo’s “concierto de aran- 
juez” (which miles davis recorded as “sketches 
of spain”) will melt your soul... 


REBECCA 


Music is the best anxiolytic of all... 
try it for labor pains as an alternative 
to Lamaze! 


Haydn - String Quartets Op.64 
- Featuring the Medici String 
Quartet (Em) 


Also works as lullabies. 


Michael Franti & Spearhead - 
All Rebel Rockers (Anti) 

I’m slow to catch onto things. This is not new, but 
| enjoyed the commercial with “Say Hey” during 
football this past fall. lt made me feel happy. 


@ Toy Story 3/Despicable Me/ 
How To Train Your Dragon/ 
Megamind/Tangled 


What a wonderful year for kids movies! It’s 
rare that you can find so many that are actually 
watchable (again, and again, and again). 


NOTES: 


NOTES: NOTES: 


AMeEBA.COM 


BUY STUFF 


Did you know that you can buy stuff on Amoeba.com? 

Our Buy Stuff section is growing by leaps and bounds with thousands of new, 
used and collectible CDs, LPs and DVDs! We've added a brand new 
clearance section loaded with bargains galore! Also, to allow finding that special 
title even faster, we've just upgraded the section with search functionality making 
it a breeze to find what you're looking for by artist, title or label. Check out Buy Stuff 
frequently as new gems are added daily! 


IN-STORE FEATURES 


Check out our Video and Photo Galleries! They are constantly updated with videos, 
interviews and stills from our live in-store performances, including: Guillermo Del 
Toro, Cut Chemist, Iron & Wine, Lykke Li, Future Islands, Celso Pina, 
Aloe Blacc, Cold War Kids, Richard Thompson, and many others. 


AMOEBA MAIL ORDER 
Amoeba Mail Order brings OUR STORE to YOUR DOOR! Whether it’s a brand new 
release or a catalog title, this service DELIVERS our amazing inventory of MUSIC 
and MOVIES directly to you! Our personal shopper/mail order program is so easy 
to use, just let us know what you’re looking for via Amoeba.com, phone or fax and 
we'll do the rest. 


FREE DOWNLOADS 


We continue to share our passion for music by inviting you to download free MP3 
tracks from our live in-store performances as well as bonus and unreleased material 
and upcoming and current independent and major label releases. Our Free 
Downloads section features artists in all genres. Check out the selection from 
Mogwai, Charles Bradley, Girls, OFF!, Iron & Wine, The Decemberists, 
Beach House, J Mascis, Fleet Foxes and many more! 


WHAT'S IN MY BAG? 


You never know what you'll find while roaming the aisles of Amoeba Music. Our 
“What's in My Bag?” feature explores some of the recent discoveries that musicians, 
actors, artists, directors, customers, and our own staff have unearthed while shopping 
at all three Amoeba Music stores. Recent additions to the section include WIMB’s from 
Questlove, Kurt Vile, Johnny Marr, Jason Schwartzman, Shonen Knife, 
Spinderella, JG Thirwell, Elvira, and a host of many other interesting folks! 


MUCH MORE ON AMOEBA.COM 


Amoeba.com is home to many special features, such as the Amoeblog — a place 
where Amoeba staff rant and rave about nearly everything. We continually update our 
live shows calendar, blowouts and clearance sales, DJ sets, store events and contests! 
To fully be in-the-know, sign up for our e-newsletter, follow us on Twitter, friend us on 

Facebook, watch us on YouTube and register for our special texts! 


PEACE THROUGH MUSIE. 
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Artists, Customers and Staff share some of their recent 
discoveries from the Amoeba racks... 
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SHOP/AT AMOEBA 


DLV USED, NEW & 
BUY LECTIBLE ON 


ESH STUFF 
DaILv!! 


HOLLYWOOD SAN FRANCISCO BERKELEY 
6400 SUNSET BOULEVARD  1855HAIGHTSTREET 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE 


(323) 245-6400 (415) 831-1200 (510) 549-1125 





